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PREFACE.

To those who in any way have been made acquainted with the difficulty of

securing- accurate statistics, it will not be thought strange that the First

Annual Eegister of the American Congregational Union should make its ap-

pearance in an imperfect form :—especially when it is known that it was

found to be impracticable fully to organize the Society by the choice of offi-

cers, until the summer was past ; and consequently that this work could not

be entered upon until the autumn had far advanced ; leaving but little

time for the collection and arrangement of the minutes of the State Associa-

tions ; and rendering it altogether impracticable to secure that information

respecting the literary and benevolent institutions of our own land, and the

kindred churches and institutions of other countries, which it is designed to

furnish in subsequent volumes of the Tear-Book.

The partial want of order in the arrangement of the volume must be attri-

buted to the same cause.; some of the Eeports of State Associations not

reaching us until the work had advanced far beyond the place in which they

ought to have appeared. In subsequent volumes of the Year-Book we shall

endeavor to present a larger number of engravings—and a complete list of

our Literary as well as Theological institutions.

To all the ministers of our denomination,—especially to the Scribes or

Registrars of the State and District Associations,—we would most affection-

ately and earnestly appeal ;—since the completeness of our statistics can only

be in proportion to the promptuoss and carefulness of their co-operation. We
would suggest the very great desirableness of a uniform systetn. And for
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general usefulness that wliich is adopted by the General Association of Mas-

sachusetts is to be commended;—in which the statistics of the fchurches are

" arranged in the Alphabetical order of the several District Associations ;"

—

and the churches placed in Alphabetical order in each Association. Care

should be taken to giye the address of those members of association who are

without pastoral charge,—which in many Associations is sjstcmaticaily

omitted. It will also aid us materially, if two copies of the Minutes are seat

to the Secretary of the Union,—one for use in compiling the Year-Book, and

the other for preservation in the library.

If, in addition to these carefully corrected Minutes, the Scribe of each Dis-

trict Association would send to the Secretary of the Union by tlie 1st of Oct,

in each 3'ear,an account of the changes which have occurred since the print-

ing of the JMinutcs, we should be able to issue tables so accurate and com-

plete, that it would no longer be impossible to " walk about Zion—to tell the

towers thereof—to mark well her bulwarks—to consider her palaces—and to

tell to the ffeneration following."
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Astronomical Calculations for the Year of oiir Lord, 1854.

Being the 78th year of the Independeuce of the United States, and the second after Leap

Year, by Samitel H. AVright, Dundee, Yates County, New York.

Eclipses in the Year 1854.

This year there will be two Eclipses of the Sun, and two Eclipses of the Moon.

I. A jiartial Eclipse of the Moon, May 12, in the morning. Magnitude, 2.87 digits on

the southern I'nib. Invisible on this continent.

II. An annular Echpse of the Sun, Friday, May 20, in the afternoon. Visible princi-

pally as a very large partial Eclipse on the Sun's northern limb, throughout North Ameri-

ca, except along the Isthmus of Daiien, as in the following table:

Montreal - -

Eastport - -

Rochester - -

Milwaukie -

Buffalo - - -

Albany - - -

Galena - - -

Detroit - - -

Boston - - -

Chicago - -

Iowa City - -

New York -

Pittsburg - -

Harrisliurg -

Philadelphia
Indiana])olis

Springfield -

Columbus - -

Baltimore - -

Cincinnati -

Washington
St. Louis - -

10

43

53
2

47
13

2 48
3 26

4 27
3 3

2 40
4 15

3 45

4 1

4 9i
3 14

2 54
3 30

4 3

3 13
4 2

2 56

HO
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Sandwich Islands, then enters the United States a little north of Astoria in Oregon, and
then travelling nearly easterly, passes through Lake Superior ; now turning south-easterly,

passes south of Bj-town m Canada, and thence through the counties we have named, to the

Atlantic Ocean in York county. Me., 51 miles north of Portsmouth, Iv. H. It ends at sun-

set, in long. 51° 53' west, lat. 3G° 18' north. The partial eclipse first touches the earth at

sunrise in Ion. 176° 35' we^t, lat. 1° 22' south ; and ends at sunset north-east of the Baha-
ma Islands, in long. 73° 41' west, lat. 28° 29' north.

The fii-st time this eclipse ever occurred was m 1313, July 2d; since then it has return-

ed 31 times, including its return this year. It occuiTed in April, ISOO. in May, 1818, and
in May, 1836. It will return again in .June, 1872. Its last return will be in the year 2593,

August 17th. The next solar eclipse that will attract much attention in this country, will

be in 185s, March 15th.

III. Tliere will be a very small partial Eclipse of the Moon, Saturday, Nov. 4, in the
evening. VisiUe partly in the eastern section of the New England states. Greatest mag-
nitude 0.C4 of a digit. The moon ^^-ill rise eclipsed at the following places :

Cities.



12 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

after midnight, or 12 hours from noon hi morning of the succeeding day ; and 24 hours to

36 hours from noon is evening of the next day. This table is arranged in the order of cul-

mination.

Note. The column of "Pole Star in Meridian" is designed to be of material f^ervice to

Surveyors, who by this can refer a Theodolite or Compass to the true meridian, provided
they have correct time pieces, and those may be I'egulated by using a noon-mark or meri-

dian line in connection with the column marked " Shadow at the Noon-Mark." 'Wlien the
Pole Star passes the upper meridian in the daytime, its lower passage can be found by ad-

dmg 11 houi-s 58 minutes, and 2.045 seconds to the time of its preceding upper passage.
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Morning Stars, 1854.

Mercnry (9) until Feb. 8, from March 28 to

May 2.S ; from July 30 to Sept. 12 ; aud
from Nov 10 to Jan. 20, 1855.

Venus (Q) from Feb. 28 to Dec. 13.

Mars ((^) until Feb. 26.

Jupiter (1L) until July 15.

Saturn (12) from May 26 to Dec. 4.

Evening Stars, 1854.

Mercury (9) from Feb. 8 toMarcb26; from
May 28 to July 30 ; and from Sept. 12th to

Nov. 19.

Venu.s (Q) until Feb. 28 ; and from Dec. 13

to Oct. 1,1855.

Mai^ ((^) from Feb. 26 to April 9, 1855,

Jupiter (%) from July 15 to .Jan. 29, 1855.

Saturn (T^) until May 26, and from Dec. to

June 10, 1853.

Characters.

©© Sun ; ® Moon; ^ Mercui7
; Q Venus; Earth; (5*Mars; % Jupiter; T^ Saturn;

}^ Uranus; (5 same longitude, orneareach other; 90° apart; (^opposition, or 180° apart.

Signs of the Zodiac.

Y Aries; yTanrus; O Gemini; '^ Cancer; ^ Leo; TI]^ Vkgo; £}; Libra; TT^ Scorpio;

./ Sagittai-ius; "Vj Capricorn; ^ Aquarius; 5-^'Pisces.

Aspects and Nodes.

(j Conjunction; ^ Scxtile GO degrees; Q Q'lartile, 90 degrees; ^Trine, 120 degree?)

Vc. Quincunx, 150 degi-ees; if Opposition, 180 degrees; ^ Ascending Node; ^ Descend
ing Node.

N. B.—Persons who work out the Problems in this Almanac, and who send Solutions,

post-paid, to the Calcplator, will have the same duly acknowledged in the Ahnauac for

1855.

Notes to the Reader.
The Calendar page in this Almanac Is adapted for ase in every part of the United States,

north of the latitude of AVashington . It is based on the fact, that in the same Latitvde,
that is, on a line running due east and vjest, the Sun and Moon rise and set at the same
moment bi/ the dock or almanac, not only throughout the United States, but around the

world—the variations being so small as to be of no importance for ordinary purposes.

Thus, if on any day the sun rises at Boston at 5 minutes past 6, it rises at 5 minutes past 6
on the same line of latitude westward thi'oughout the states of Massachusetts, New York,
Michigan, Iowa, and the tcmtory of Oregon.
Hence, a Calendar adapted to Boston for New England, is equally adapted, as to the ri-

sing and netting of the San and Moon, for use in Northern New York and Michigan ; a
Calendar for New York city is adapted for use in the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indi-

ana, and Illinois; and a Calendar for Washington city i-j adapted for Vu'ginia, Kentucky,
and Missouri.

The changes, fulls, and quarters of the Moon, however, are governed by another princi-

ple, and are essentially the same for all places on the same Longitude ; that is, on any
line extending due north and south. Thus, the Moon's phases for Charleston, suit Pitts-

biu-gh, etc. Any phasis takes place at the same instant of absolute time ; Ijat the local

time is earlier at the westward, and later at the eastward, at the rate of four minutes for
each degree of Longitude ; or at the rate of one minute for every 12 miles 273 rods in tho

latitude of Boston, 13 miles 60 rods in the latitude of New York City, 13 miles 143 rods in

the latitude of Baltimore, and 14 miles 199 rods in the latitude of Charleston.

True Time.

Two kinds of time are used in Almanacs ; clock or mean-time, in some, and apparent or

sun-time m others. C/ocA;-time is always right, while sun-time varies every day. People
generally suppose it is twelve o'clock when the sun is due south, or at a properly raido

noon-mark. But this is a mistake. The sun is seldom on the meridian at twelve o'clock ;

indeed this is the case only on four days of the year : namely, April 15 , June 15 , Septem-
ber 1, and December 24. In this Almanac, as iu the Nautical and other best Alm.xnac3,



14 CONGREGATIONAL YEAU-BOOK.-

the time used is clock-time. The time when the sun is on tlie meridian or at the noon-

mark, is also given to the nearest second, for every day of each month. This affords a ready

means of obtaining coiTCct time and for setting a clocli by usin§ a noon-mark.

Old-fashioned Almanacs, which use apparent <i?ne, give the rismg and setting of the sun's

centre, and make no allowance for the ettect of refraction of the sun's rays by the atmos-

phere. The more modern and improved Almanacs, which use c/oc/ctime, give the

rising and setting of the sun's upper limb, and duly alloAvs for refraction.

Chronological View of the Year 1854.

The year of the Vulgar or Christian era, ISot, coiTesponds with the 1858th from the

Birth of Christ ; with the latter part of the 7Stli, and lieginning of 7yth of the Independ-

ence of the United States of America, which was declared Thursday, July 4, 177G ; with

the close of the 1223d of the Persian Era, which began Tuesday, June 19, iST. S. 632 A. D.,

(the years of this era begin now on the 2;ith of August ;) with the latter part of the

1270th of the Ilegira, or Mohammedan Era ; with the 1302d of the Armenian Ecclesiasti-

cal year ; with the 1570th of the Era of Diocletion, or Era of Martyi-s ; with the 1892d of

the Era of the Csesars, or Spanish Era; with the IS'JMhof the Julian Era, orsince the reform-

ation of the calendar of Numa Pompilius, by Jiihiis Ctesar ; with the 2108th of the Gre-

cian Era of the Seleucidaa ; with the 2G03d of the Bai)ylouish Era of Nabonassar. used by
Hipparchus and Ptolemy, [this Era dates from Wedne:;day, February 18th, N. S., 747, B.

C, according to Chi'onologers, or 746, B. C, according to Astronomers. The year con-

tained 365 days only, and have, consequently, now advanced upon the Gregorian year G2S

days. The 2603d year begins May 30, 1854 ;] with the 2607th (according to Varro) of the

old Roman Era, A. U. C; 2G30th of the Olympiads, or the hitttr part of the 1st year, and
beginning of the 2d of the 65Sth Olympiad of 4 years ; with the 3SG9th of the Era of

Abraham, used by Eusebius; with the 4202d from the Deluge, according to Usher and the

English Bible ; with the 4956th of the Call Yuga, or Hindoo and Indian Era, which dates

from the Deluge ; vath the 4251st of the Chinese, or the 21st of the 71st cycle ; with the

6614th of the Creation of the Wokld, according to the Minor Era of the Jews, or the

G213th, according to the Greater Eabbiuical Era of the Jews ; with the 6082d, according

to Eusebins ; with the 5798th, according to Sealliger ; v.dth the 5858th, according to Usher
and the English Bible ; with the 7346th, acccording to the Antiochian and Abyssinian

Eras ; v^ith'the 7356th, according to the Alexandrian Era ; vi^ith the 73G2d, according to

the Era of Constantinople, used by the Byzantine historians. The age of the World isin-

volved in great obscm-ity. There is ai^out one hundred and forty different eras respecting

it, some claiming the world to be more than three miUians of years old. JiiliiLS Africanus,

following the Septuagint version of the Bible, which is the most reliable authority for

chronology that is known, makes the Creation to have taken place on the 1st of the Jew-
ish mouth, Tisri, 55US years, B. C, or 73G2 years ago.

Buratioii of the Seasons, etc.

I). H. M.

Sun in Winter Signs - - 89 1 8

Sun in Spring Sign; - - 92 20 4S
Suri in Siuumer Signs - - 93 14 5

Sun in Autumnal Signs - - 89 17 47

Tropical Year - • - 365 5 48
Sun Norlh of the Equator -186 10 53
Sun South of the Equator - 178 18 55

Difference, - - - 7 15 58

To ascertain the length of the Day and Night.

At anj' time of the year, add 12 hours to the time of the Sun's setting, and from the

sums subtract the time of rising, for the length of the day.

Subsract the time of tettingfrom 12 hours, and to the remainderadd the time of rising

next morning, for the length of the night.

These rules are equally true for apparent time.

Leap Year.
Leap-years are those that are exactly divisible by 4, and also by 400, and not by 100-

The year 1900 therefore will not be a leap-year.

The Moon.
Every object on the surface of the moon of the height of one hundred feet, is distinctly

seen tteough Lord Rosse's telescope. On its surface are craters of extinct volcanoes, rocks,

and masses of stone almost innumerable. But there are no signs of habitations such a-s

ours, no vestige of architectural remains, to show that tlie Moon is or ever was inhabited

by a race of m.ortaL^ similar to ourselves. No water is visible, no sea, no river; all seems
desolate.
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Table of the Solar System.

NAMES.



16 CONGREGATIONAL YEAU-BOOK.

The Milky-Way,

The number of telescopic stars in tbe Millvy-way is estimated at eighteen millions. In

order, I will not say to realize the gi-eatness of this numter, but, at any rate, to compare

it with something analogous, I will call attention to the fact, that there are not in the

whole heavens more than about eight thousand stars visible to the naked eye.—Humboldt.

Saturn's Rings

Will be In a position favorable for visibility the whole of this year with a telescope of

moderate power. A third ring has been discovered recently.

It is said that important discoveries, with reference to this planet, have lately been made
by the new monster telescope of Rev. Mr. Craig, and that the rings are but arches of the

most perfect geometiical formation.

Apogee and Perigee of the Sun.

When it is noon at London, it is 6h. 52ra. in the morning at Washington, and when it is

moon at Washington, it is 6 h. 8m. in the evening at London.
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1854. JANUARY. FIRST MONTH.

@ FlKST QUAF.TEE
© Full Moon . .

tLAST QUAKTEK
New Moon . .

H M
11 3 e

4 27m
8 39 e

28 e

New-York, Baltimore. Pittsburg. CiDcizmati. S.Francisco

10 51 e

4 15m
8 27 e

16 e.

H M
10 40 e

4 411)

8 16 e

5 e

H M
10 27 e

3 51m
8 3 e

11 52 m

H M
10 9 e

3 33 m
7 45 e

11 34m

H M
7 37 e

1 2m
5 13 e

9 2ia

I
Prob. 1. GiYen the Sun's liistacce

; 95,000 000 miles, and its diameter
I 883,000 miles.andthe diameter of the

;
earth, 7912 miles, to find how much
more than half the earth's surface
the sun can shine on at once.

BOSTON
EOCHESTER
DETROIT

MILWAUKII

NEW-YORK
PHILADEL.
PITTSBURG
INDIANA? S

© ©

H M
7 25

7 25

7 25

7 25

7 25

7 2:

7 25

7 24

7 24

7 24

7 24

7 2.-,

7 23

7 2:^

7 22

7 22

7 21

21

7 21

20

7 li

7 n

17

17

IC

15

14
13

12

12

SETS. SETS.

H M
4 43
4 44
4 45
4 4i

4 4i

4 4!-

1 4!

4 5(

4 51
4

4 53
1 54
4 55
4 5C
4

5i>

1

2

3

4
5

7

8

9

10

11

13

14
15

16

H M
7 43
8 5

10

11 12

morn
k;

1 17
2 17
3 10
4 Is

5 19
6 14
rises

5 9

6 11

7 15

8 19
9 23
10 27
11 34
mom

41

i
BALTIMORE
CINCINNATI.

1

St. LOUIS
iS. FRANCIS'

© ©

H M
7 19

7 19

19
19

1!

1<

If

19

19
19

19
1*-:

IP

18

IS

17

17
16

1 54
3 6

4 23

5 34
6 37
sets

6 30

7 44
8 53i

!7 16

7 15

7 15

7 14

4;
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1854. FEBRUARY. SECOND MONTH.

® FiKST Quarter
(y Full Moon . .

# IvAST QUAIITKR
m New Mook . .

H M
5 53 e

10 13 e

6 Om
11 55 e

New-YorTi.
I
Bnltimore.

H M
5 41 e

10 1 e

5 48m
11 43 e

H M
6 30 e

9 50 e

5 37m
11 32 e

H M
5 17 (

9 37 (

5 24ra
11 19 e

H M
4 59 e

9 19 e

5 6m
11 1 e

2 27 e

6 47 e
2 34m
8 29 e

Pkob. 2 How many globes, each

two inches in diameter, can he

placed upon a globe two feet in

diameter ?

T>.
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1854. MARCH.
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1854. JUxNE. SIXTH MONTH.

>>J-»Si I'MJ^SSlCSi.

fFlKST QlTAF.TER

Full Moox . .

'0 Last Quaktee
19 New Moon . .

BostoD. l^few-Yol•k,

II M
7 56 e

6 40 c

9 30 m
7 17 m

I M
7 44 e

G 34 c

9 18 m
7 6m

11 M
7 33 e

G 23 e

9 7m
6 54m

u 31

7 20 e

8 10 e

8 54m
G 41m

Ciucmnnti.
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1854. JULY. SEVENTH MOx\TH.

a*oo^-»s I»H-.^^SiE:Si-

@ First Quakteb
(i) FcLL Moon . .

m Last Quarter
® Nktt Moox .

H M
8 7m
1 40 m
7 41m

10 32e

H M
7 55 m
1 2Sra
7 29 e

10 20

n M
7 44m
1 17m
7 18 e

10 e

Pittsburg. Cincinnati

H M
7 31m
1 4711

7 5 e

9 5() e

H M
7 13111

46111

6 47 c

9 M-^ f

,

11 .11

i 41m
1014e
-I 15 e

7 fi ft

Prob. 7. In what time will the
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1854. AUGUST. EIGHTH MONTH.

M«t».^« i-M-^^sfc;«.
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1854. SEPTEMBER. NINTH MONTH.

»«oo:v-'S5 i»mj%.se:s-

© FcLL Moon . .

® Last Qcarter
^ New Moon . .

@) First Qcjakter

H M
4 3i e

1 4Gm
3 19m
7 54 in

U M
4 22 e

1 34m
3 7m
7 42 m

M
11 e

23m
56m
31m

Pittsburg.

H M
3 58 e

1 10m
2 43m
7 18m:

Cincinnati.
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1854. NOVEMBER. eleventh month.
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AMERICAN COXGREGATIONAL UNION-

To unite in the closest alliance the churches of our country

maintaining a common faith and order, must be regarded as ex-

ceedingly desirable by every thoughtful mind ;—while it must

be evident that such a union of Coxgeegational Churches,

must be founded upon the broadest recognition of their dis-

tinctive principle—The Scriptural right of every Church to

maintain a perfect independence in the government and admin-

istration of its own affairs.

But it has long been deeply felt ihat there are important ob-

jects in which the Congregational Churches of America have a

common interest ; to the complete attainment of which harmo-

nious and vigorous co-operation is essential :—and in the course

of the meetings of the General Convention of Congregational

Ministers and Delegates held at Albany in October last, it be-

came evident, from the opinions and desires which were inci-

dentally but strongly expressed, that the time had come for the

formation of a Union which should express and increase the

unity of the Congregational Churches of our land,—secure

more general and accurate statistical information relative to

the Congregational Churches throughout our country and the

world at large,—provide a more efficient channel of communi-

cation with Churches of the same faith and order in other coun-

tries,—and in various ways promote the extension of the king-

dom of Christ in connection with those principles of Church
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government -which we believe to be drawn from the sacred and

pure fountain of revealed truth.

For this purpose a preliminary meeting was held in the city of

New York, March 3rd, 1853, when a Committee was appointed

to draft a Plan and Constitution, to be submitted to a general

meeting, which was held, pursuant to public notice, in the

lecture-room of the Broadway Tabernacle, May 11th, at which

Rev. Wm. T. Dwight, D. D., of Portland, was called to preside.

After a free and full discussion, the motion—" that it is expedi-

ent to form an Institution on the general basis of the plan now
offered, to be called the American Congregational Union"

—

was unanimously adopted. At subsequent meetings of the

Union, the following Constitution and Laws were adopted, and

the following officers elected :

CONSTITUTION.

I. This Association shall be known in law as the Ameri-

can Congregational Union.

II. The particular business and objects of the Society shall

be to collect, preserve, and publish authentic information con-

cerning the history, condition, and continued progress, of the

Congregational Churches in all parts of this country, with

their affiliated institutions, and with their relations to kindred

churches and institutions in other countries :

—

To promote, by tracts and books, by devising and recom-

mending to the public, plans of co-operation in building meet-

ing-houses and parsonages, and in providing parochial and pas-

toral libraries, and in other methods, the progress and well

working of the Congregational Church polity :

—

To afford increased facilities for mutual acquaintance and

friendly intercourse and helpfulness among ministers and

churches of the Congregational order ;

—

And, in general, to do whatever a voluntary association of

individuals may do, in christian discretion, and without inva-

ding the appropriate field of any existing institution,—for the
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promotion of evangelical knowledge and piety in connection

with Congregational principles of church government.

III. Its business shall be managed by a Board of not more

than thirty, nor less than five Trustees.

, MEMBERS.

Any person approving of the objects of this Society, and de-

sirous of co-operating with it, may become a member for life,

on the payment of twenty-five dollars or more, at any one time
;

or a member for the current year on the payment of any other

sum not less than one dollar.

OFFICERS.

The Officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice-Presi-

dents, a Board of Trustees, together with a Treasurer, Secre-

tary, and such other executive officers as shall be needful for

the transacting of its business.

The President, Vice-Presidents, and Board of Trustees, shall

be elected by the Union, at the annual meeting. The Secre-

tary, Treasurer, and other agents, shall be appointed by the

Trustees.

The Trustees shall have entire charge and oversight- of the

business of the Union, with power to fill vacancies in their

number until the next annual election.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Union shall be held in New York
^or Brooklyn, on the second Thursday in May, when the report

of the Board of Trustees shall be presented, the election of

officers take place, and other appropriate business be trans-

acted.

Special meetings may be called in New York, or elsewhere,

either by vote of tlie Union, or at the request of a majority of

the Trustees, of which extensive public notice shall be given.
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OFFICERS.

President :

REV. LEONARD BACON, D. D., OF NEW HAVEN.

Vice-Presidents :

Hon. Bradford R. Wood, Albany, N. Y.
Eev. George Shipard, D. D., Bangor, Me.

,

Rev. Mark Hopkins, I). D. Williamstown,
Mass.,

Hon. Emory Washburn, Worcester, Mass.,

Rev. Charles Walker, D. D., Pittsford,

Vt.,

Hon. Aristarchus Champion, Rochester,
N. y.,

Rev. H. D. Kitchell, Detroit, Michigaii,

Rev.-T. M. Post, St. Louis, Mo.
Rev. Edwards A. Park, D. D., Andover,

Mass.,
Hon. a. M. Collins, Hartford, Conn.,
Rev. 0. E. Daggett, D. D., Canandaigua,

N. Y.,
Rev. Jona. Leavitt, D. D. , Providence,R.I.

,

Rev. J. M. Sturtevant, D. D., Jackson-
ville, III.

Rev. William Patton, D. D., New York.,
Rev. J. H. Linsley, D. D., Greenwich,

Conn.,
HoN.lH. B. Spellman, Cleveland, Ohio,
Rev. Samuel C. Bartlett, Manchester,

N. H.,

S. B. GooKiNS, Esq., Terre Haute, Ind.,

Rev. T. Dwight Hunt, San Francisco,
Cal.,

Rev. Thomas Wickes, Marietta, Ohio,
Edward D. Holton, Esq., Milwaukie,

Wis.,
Rev. Julius A. Reed, Davenport, Iowa,
Rev. Charles Beechek, Newark, N. J.

Trustees :

Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr.,

Rev. George B. Cheever, D. D.,

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher,
. Rev. Joseph P. Thompson,
Rev. N. H. Eggleston,
William C. Gillman, Esq.,

Henry C. Bowen, Esq.,

Simeon B. Chittenden, Esq.,

Oliver E. Wood, Esq.,

Israel Minor, Esq.,

George Walker, Esq.,

William A. Hall, Esq.,

James Freeland, Esq.,

Secretary—Rea^ T. Atkinson.

Treasurer—Israel Minor, Esq.

Standing between the East and tlie "West—in the metropolis

of America, the great heart of our energetic and growing na-

tion,—the Union will so collect and combine the experience-

and conservatism of the former with the yonth and vigor of

the latter, as to manifest the scriptnral unity of our churches,

spreading from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and to consolidate

their sympathies and efforts for the advancement of the Gospel.

These objects will be accomplished directly, by furnishing a

central home for fraternal intercourse ; an office for informa-
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tion on all subjects connected witli the organization of churches,

and the operations of the various religious institutions which

draw from them their support, and which in return minister to

their vigor and efficiency ; and by publishing an annual volume

embodying the statistics of all the District and State Associa-

tions, a report of the literary and benevolent Institutions of the

land, and such other information as may constitute it a denom-

inational treasury—which will be sent to every member of the

Union ; and indirectly by the various modes in which christian

sympathy, and energy, and liberality, may be concentrated and

augmented for the diffusion of truth and the more rapid sub-

jugation and better cultivation of the wide field which is to be-

come in part, we trust, by our efiForts, the garden of the Lord.

The co-operation of all who approve of the objects of the

American Congregational Union is most affectionately and

earnestly solicited in the following ways :

—

By the enrollment of their names as members.

By procuring and transmitting the names and subscriptions

of such members of the church with which they are associated

as may approve of the enterprise,—and

By collecting and depositing in the rooms of the Union, such

books, pamphlets, manuscripts, or portraits, as may add to the

efficiency or interest of the literary and historical department

of the Institution, or to the attractiveness of this National Home
of Cona:re2;ationalists.



CONDENSED REPORT OF STATE ASSOCIATIONS.

MASSACHUSET^TS.

The General Association of Massachusetts met in the First

Congregational Church in Yarmouth, June 28, 1853, at 5 P.

M. Rev. J. S. Clark, D. D., was chosen Moderator ; Rev. A.

L. Stone, Scribe ; and Rev. L. Whiting, Assistant Scribe.

A discourse was preached by Rev. S. R. Buckingham, from

Phil. 4: 8.

The Committee appointed at the last meeting of the General

Association, to investigate the subject of the frequent dissolu-

tion of the pastoral relation, reported in substance as follows :

—

Our first inquiry was whether it be a fact that dismissions

are more frequent now than formerly they were, and whether

the length of the pastorate in the same place is shorter than it

once was.

We found that in Essex County, in 1802, there were 47 set-

tled pastors, the average length of whose pastorates, where then

settled, was 19 1-4 years. In 1852, there were in the same

County 45 Orthodox Congregational pastors, the average length

of whose pastorates was 13 1-2 years.

In Norfolk County, in 1802, there were 28 pastors, the aver-

age length of whose pastorates was 16 3-4 years ; but in

1852, the average length of its 28 pastorates was only 10 1-9

years.

In Berkshire County, in 1802, there were 16 r>astors, the
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average lengtli of whose pastorates was 18 years. In 1852, tlie

average length of 21 pastorates was only 5 2-5 years.

In the whole of the three Counties, Hampden, Hampshire

and Franklin, there were, in 1802, 53 pastors, the average

length of whose pastorates was 19 1-5 years. In 1852, there

were 71, the average length of whose pastorates was 9 1-2

years.

Your Committee have made other examinations and compari-

sons, till they are' satisfied that where pastors fifty years ago

continued in the same place 9 years, they now continue not

more than from 3 to 6 years.

The alarming consequences are that the harmony and peace

of Churches and Parishes are greatly disturbed by the course

they pursue to get rid of a Minister, and to procure a successor;

strife and debate are produced, divisions are occasioned, feeble

churches are multiplied, respect for the ministry is diminished

the unconverted—especially the young—are seriously injured,

the spiritual growth of the Churches is retarded, the streams of

Christian benevolence are diminished or dried up, and mission-

ary operations at home and abroad are made to suffer.

Among the causes of this great practical evil, is the fact that

neither the people nor the pastor expect it to be for life. Once

it was understood that the union between pastor and people

was almost as sacred and indissoluble as that of husband and

wife. He was, at his settlement, furnished with a house and a

lot of land, or with the means of purchasing one, the giving and

receiving of which was a sort of mutual pledge that the union

should not be dissolved for any trivial reasons.

But the times have changed. No such pledge is given; there

is no such honest purpose on the part of either minister or peo-

ple to make the union permanent, but often an intention that it

shall be severed, if anything should occur that shall seem to

render it desirable.

Another cause of short pastorates is the haste with which the

union is consummated. The minister preaches from one to

three Sabbaths, and before a mutual acquaintance can be formed,
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lie receives and accepts a call. It soon appears that there are

difficulties in the Church of long standing
; those who did not

vote for him are more numerous or more influential than he

supposed ; the Society is in debt ; or brotherly love is at a low
ebb ; or it is found that the minister is not adapted to that

particular place or people. Increased acquaintance produces

coldness, and leads to a dismission, injurious alike to both par-

ties. Hasty settlements are often the occasion of speedy re-

movals.

Another cause of frequent changes in the ministry is the want
of an adequate preparation for its duties. Associating during

his collegiate and theological course with few except students,

a young man enters upon the ministry with but a limited ac-

quaintance with any other class. It can hardly be supposed

that he will have that knowledge of the world as it is, which

will enable him to adapt his discourses to all the varieties of

character of which a congregation is composed.

Not a few are willing to be dismissed within three or four

years of their settlement. They have gone over the topics they

investigated, and used up the materials they collected, during

their preparatory course, and they lack the high and noble

purposes, the indomitable energy and relish for hard study es-

sential to meet this crisis, andto insure freshness and continual

growth. They are willing to remove to another field, where

they may repeat what has been written, and secure sometime

for reading and pastoral labor.

And the temptation is strong in proportion to the amount of

labor required of ministers, and never was that pressure so

great as now. There are few, however, who secure any perma-

nent advantage by fleeing from such enemies to repose or ad-

vancement. To meet them as they aiuse, and vanquish them

on the spot, will be far more likely to give courage to the

heart, nerve to the arm, and honorable success to the conflict.

Another cause of short pastorates, is inadequate support.

We do not think that ministers ought to be rich and increasing

in goods, but they ought to live as comfortably as the average
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of their parishioners, and to have their salary promptly paid in

cash, so as to enable them to deal honestly and honorably with

their fellow men. If the pastor is obliged to be in debt, if he can-

not alford to have ministerial intercourse, if he cannot replenish

his library occasionally by adding to it a few new books, the

people must suffer, though they may not feel it as he does.

It is gratifying to know that the people are turning their at-

tention to this subject, and that the salaries of many ministers

hare already been increased. It is admitted that the support

is inadequate ; let them go on to rectify the evil.

The causes of short pastorates having been made apparent,

the remedies will readily suggest themselves to every reflecting

mind.

1. Let the people be instructed more fully in regard to the

!.:acredness of the pastoral relations : that it is a tie which can-

not be sundered for trifling reasons, without great moral injury

to the party that does it ; that a man of moderate ability will

accomplish more in the same place in twenty years, than can

be accomplished by four men of much greater ability by labor-

ing five years each
; and that a good man, who is devoted to

his work, by remaining long in the same place, acquires an in-

fluence that one who changes often can never gain.

2. Let ministers and people avoid hasty settlements.

3. Let young ministers be careful to gain a practical know-

ledge of men, and of the duties of the pastoral office. Let them

anticipate the crisis which can hardly fail to come, and by

prayerfulness and hard study acquire the strength to meet it

honorably, and to bear them ever onward.

4. Let parishes be instructed in regard to the provision they

should make for the support of their ministers. Pastors who are

called to address the people at ordinations and installations, may
advantageously make this the prominent topic in the address,

especially in places where the salary is very small. If small par-

ishes would make a special effort to provide a comfortable par-

sonage, and give their minister the use of it, in addition to the
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usual salary, it would prevent many dismissions. But if the

pastor is to be charged a high rent to be deducted from a small

salary, the fewer parsonages there are, the better it will be for

both parties.

The report closes with an extract from a tract recently pub-

lished by the Congregational Union of England and Wales, on

the same subject:

—

" Deacons should feel the obligation laid upon them by their

office, to set an example of concern for their minister's relief

from excessive worldly care. If there be straightness, it is

theirs to reduce it, if possible. If they cannot increase his per-

manent income, they may effect something, perhaps, for the

family, by insurance in the event of his death
;
or it may be,

something for himself, in the shape of annuity in old age. They

do not use their office well, if, through their want of diligence

and system, the pastor suffers want. Apart from personal

friendship that might be supposed to move them, they are

bound, as selected by the Church to watch over its general in-

terests, to give heed to this very thing.''

Resolved, That it be recommended to each pastor within the

bounds of the Association, to communicate this report in some

suitable manner to his congregation.

Congregational Library Association.

Whereas a Congregational Library Association has been

recently formed at Boston, designed to cement the bonds

of fellowship in our denomination, and also to collect and pre-

serve historical memorials, therefore

Resolved, That this body earnestly commends this Associa-

tion to the attention of ministers and laymen, as suited to meet

a social and religious necessity in our connection, which the

spirit of Christianity, our form of Church government, and the

value of our historical reminiscences, loudly call on us to

supply.
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Place of next Meeting.

Voted, That the next meeting of this body be held in the

meeting house of the Central Church in Fall River, Rev. Eli

Thurston, Pastor. Harmony Association to appoint the Asso-

ciational Preacher.

Delegates to Foreign Bodies.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, (O. S.,

next meeting in Buffalo, third Tuesday of May, 1854 :

—

Rer. J. B, Waterbury, D. D., )
p^^^,;,,.

Rev. J. Lmerv, S

Rev. A. Eklridge,
Substitutes.

Rev. Lewis babin, )

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, (N.

S.,) next meeting at Philadelphia, third Tuesday of May,

1854 :—

Rev. E. Hitchcock, D. D., ) ^ . .

Rev. C. I. Hinsdale, \
P^^^^^'ies.

Rev. A. L. Stone, ? c -u ^.v j.

Rev. Samuel Harris, \
Substitutes.

To the General Conference of Maine, next meeting in Bangor,

third Tuesday of June, 1854 :

—

Rev. B. Emerson, D. D., ) ry •

Rev. Edward Beecher, D. D., \
^^i^^aries.

Rev. Elias Wells, ? c? i j.-i. ^

Rev. B. F. Hosford, \
Substitutes.

To the General Association of New Hampshire, next meeting

at Littleton, fourth Tuesday of August, 1854 :

—

Rev. Jonathan Edwards, ? -o •

Rev. T. Packard, Jr., J
Primaries.

Rev. Lvman Cutler. "

? o i ,., .

Rev. David Eastman, \
Substitutes.
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To the General Convention of Vermont :

—

Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., I t, -

Rev. J. B. Baldwin, I
iTimaries.

Rev. A. M. Colton, } a ^ ^.-i. t.

Rev. J. M. Prince, \
Substitutes.

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, next meet-

ing in Providence, second Tuesday of June, 1854 :

—

Rev. J. M. Hoppin, } -o -

Rev. E. Thurston, \
^"^^^108.

Rev. Jacob White, 1 a ^ a.-j. j.

Rev. Osborn Myrick, \
Substitutes.

To the General Association of Connecticut, next meeting at

, third Tuesday of June, 1854 :

—

Rev. Nehemiah Adams, D. D., ^ -r, •

Rev. H. M. Field,
^Primaries.

Rev. Lyman Whiting, } a i, ^-j. ^

Rev. John Todd,
^ ^Substitutes.

To the General Association of New York, next meeting at

Owego, August 24, 1853 :

—

Rev. E. Maltby, > -d •

Rev.J. H. Bisbee, \
P^^^^^ies.

Rev. C. Packard, ? o t, j.-^. i.

Rev. Samuel Ho^e, \
Substitutes.

To the General Association of Michigan, next meeting at De-

troit, fourth Tuesday of May, 1854 :

—

Rev. D. R. Cady, }^ .

Rev. J. J. Abbott, \
Primaries.

Rev. M. R. Cross, } a x. ^.^^. ^

Rev. S. G. Buckingham, \
Substitutes.

^

To the General Association of Wisconsin :

—

V . Horace James, Primary.
V .LP. Langworthy, Substitute.
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To the General Association of Illinois, next meeting at Clii-

cago, third Tuesday of May, 1854 :

—

Rev. J. W. Ward, Primary.

Rev. J. C. Webster, Substitute.

To the General Associations of California and Oregon ;—

Rev. E. Davis, D. D., Primary.

Rev. J. S. Clark, D. D., Substitute.

To the Congregational Union of Canada :

—

Rev. Willard Child, D. D., ) p^i^^^e,.
Rev. G. W. Bourne, )

Rev. B. TappaH^^ Jr., )
Substitutes.

Rev. A. E. P. Perkins, ^

To the Congregational Union of England and Wales :

—

Rev. J. H. Towne.

Committee on Infant Baptism.

Voted, That a Committee of three be appointed to ascertain

the existing facts in reference to the baptism of infants in our

Churches, inquire after causes of the neglect of infant baptism

and present a report at the next meeting of this body.

Committee : Rev. Dr. X. Adams, George A. Oviatt and

Samuel Harris.

Doctrinal Tract and Book Society.

Resolved, 1st, That this Association learn with pleasure that

the Doctrinal Tract and Book Society are publishing valuable

Theological books, including the works of the New England

fathers and other distinguished writers, and that the Society

design, as far as their means will permit, to furnish both our

Foreign and Home Missionaries with their publications.

Resolved, 2d, That facts justify the conclusion that the want

of books among some of this class of ministers is more afifiictive

to the Churches than the want of bread.

Resolved, 3d, That we commend this Society to the attention

and contributions of benevolent individuals and of Churches in

our connection.
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Resolutions on Sabbath Desecration.

The Committee to which was referred the subject of action

in relation to Sabbath Desecration, reported the following re-

solutions, which were, on motion, adopted :

Resolved, 1st, That as the sanctification of the Christian Sab-

bath is one of the firmest safeguards of society, as well as one

of the highest requirements of religion, we, as Christians and

citizens, express our strong disapproval of the transportation

of the mail on the Lord's day.

Resolved, 2d, That we notice with great satisfaction the re-

cent reported vote of the stockholders of the New Haven and

New York Railroad Company, instructing the directors not to

re-contract with the Post Office Department to carry the United

States Mail on the Sabbath, and we would express the earnest

hope that other railroad corporations would imitate this salu-

tary example-

Resolution on Peace.

Resolved, That we cordially commend to the favor and co-

operation of the Christian community, the special efforts now
making by the friends of peace to secure permanent peace be-

tween this country and England, by a provision in the pending

treaty between them, for the adjustment of all future misunder-

standings by reference in the last resort to umpires instead of

the sword.

Resolution on S laveholding.

Resolved, That, in continuing our correspondence with South-

ern ecclesiastical bodies, this Association, so far from express-

ing any satisfaction with the practice of slaveholding, desire it

to be understood, that in connection with other objects, it is

for the purpose of bearing their continued and earnest testi-

mony against the sin of slaveholding, and exerting their appro-

priate influence in favor of its speedy removal.

Resolution in Relation to Publishing Societies.

Resolved, That while the General Association of Massachu-

setts entertain a profound regard for our large publishing
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Societies, and rejoice in the great good they are accomplishing,

they would express an earnest desire that these societies would

not make the subject of Slavery an exception in their efforts to

rid the world of all iniquity by diffusing throughout it an evan-

gelical literature, but would set forth in their publications the

sentiments of our common Christianity on the enormous sin of

slavery, with the same freedom and faithfulness with which

they exhibit and rebuke all other sins.

ABSTRACT OF NARRATR^E OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

There is gratifying evidence of vitality in the Churches, and

of peaceful and healthful growth. The accessions to individ-

ual Churches have in few cases been large ; but a larger number

of Churches have been blest than in former years. The Col-

leges at Amherst and Williamstown, some of the academies, and

the female schools at Mount Holyoke, Pittsfield, Great Bar-

rington and Norton, have shared in these gentle effusions of

the Spirit.

The ranks of the ministry have been repeatedly invaded by

death,* but many of the fathers still continue to strengthen the

* Rev. Oreu Sykes, Pastor of the Congregational Church in Bedford, died Dec 15,

1852, aged 47 years.

Rev. A. B. Warner, Pastor of the Mystic Church in Medford, died May 26, 1853, aged

39 years.
'

Rev. O. G. Hubbard, Pastor of the Chiuxh in Leominster, died Aug. 15, 1852, aged 45

years.

Rev. Grin Fowler, of Fall River, died at Washington, wlule member of the House of

Representatives, September 4, 1852, aged 61 years.

Rev. George P. Smith, Pastor of the Old South Church m Worcester, died Sept. 3,1852

aged 38 years.

Rev. Micah Stone, of Brookfield, died Sept. 21, 1852, aged 82 years, vranting one day
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ministry by their counsels, and to bless the Churches by their

wise and faithful labors. There are some evidences of an in-

creasing sense of the value of the pastoral relation. Many
Churches are giving a more ample support to their pastors than

in former years. Several vacant pulpits have been filled with

able men, on whose labors the seal of God's blessing has al-

ready been set.

Sabbath schools are generally flourishing
; and although the

baptism of the children of the Church, and religious instruction

in the family, are too often neglected, there are indications of

increasing regard to these important duties.

There are evidences of progressive attachment to the great

causes of Church benevolence, although the standard of liber-

ality is still far below the point to which Christian love and

devotedness are yet to raise it.

It is evident that much work remains to be done before the

sale of liquors for intoxicating purposes will cease, and it can-

not be too deeply impressed upon the minds of ministers and

others, that, let civil legislation be the most perfect possible, they

must long persevere in well-doing in reference to this matter,

laboring the more strenuously as legislation becomes more
stringent, not forgeting that the Gospel in men's hearts can

alone rid us completely and finally of the evil.
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STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

Arranged in the alphabetical order of the several district

associations.

N. B. The columus denoting Churches, ilinisters and date of Settlement,

correspond with the facts as they were supposed to exist when the last meet-

ing of the General Association was held, June, 1853. The number of com-

municants is reported for 1st June preceding. In a /eze instances the number

of church members has been supplied from the returns of the previous year,

—

though not till all reasonable efibrts have failed to secure the present number.

1. Andover Association.

ChoTchea.

Andover, South,
" West,
" North,
" Theol. Sem.

Chelmsford, North,

Dracut, 1st Evan. ch.

" West,
" East,

Lawrence, 1st ch.

" Central ch.

Lowell, 1st ch.

" Appleton-st. c.

" John-st. ch.

" Kirk-st. ch.

" High-st. ch.

Methuen,

Tewksbury,

Total, l7

1711

1826

1834

1824

1721

1797

1835

1847

1849

1826

1831

1839

1845

1846
1729

1734

271
224
83

102

36

Chai'les Smith,

C. H. Pierce,

W. T. Briggs,

R. Emerson, D. D.
B. F. Clark,

G-. W. Thompson,
B. Emerson,
J. Merrill,

152 H. M. Storrs,

147

734
392
478
257
151

245

144

4392

W. C. Foster,

W. Child, D. D.

George Darling,

E. B. Foster,

A. Blanchard, D.

J. H. Towne,
J. C. Phillips,

^ J. Coggin,

I
Ft. Tolman.

18

D.

1852

1852
1846

1839

1850

1852

1852

1845
1852
1853

1845

1847

1839

1806

1852
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2. Berkshire North Association.

Churches.
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3. Berkshire South Association.—Con^m wed.

churches.
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5. Bridgewater Association.—Cora^mMerf.

Churches.
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7. Essex North Association.— Con^fnuerf.
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9. Franklin Association.

Ashfield.

Bernardston,
Buckland,

Charlemont, East,
" West,

Colerain,

Conway,
Deerfield,

" South,
" Monument ell.

iilrving,

Gill,

Oreenfield, 1st,

" 2d,

Hawley, East,
" West,

Heath,
Montague,
Northfield,

Orange,
» North,

Kowe,

8helburne,

Falls,

Shutesbury,

Sunderland,

Warwick,
Wendell,

1763

1824
1785
1845

1788

1750

1768
1835

1818
1848

1832

1793

1754
1817
1793

1825

1785
1752

1825
1846
1843

1833

1770

1850
1740

1718
1829
1744

180

Total, 28

Wm. H. Gilbert,

63 Charles Kendall,

190 Asa B. Smith,

80 Aaron Foster,

87 Vacant,

42 Vacant,

342 G-eorge M. Adams,
85 Alfred E. Ives,

86 Moses K. Cross,

77 David A. Strong,

21 Vacant,

i Josiah W. Canning,
46 ( Edward F. Brooks,

50 A. Chandler, D. D.,

181 G-eorge C. Partridge,

97 Henry Seymour,
59 John Eastman,
117 Alpheus Graves,

134 James H. Merrill,

6

1

Vacant,

50 David Peck,
28! Benjamin F. Clarke,

28 Jeremiah Pomroy,
< T. Packard, D. D.,

( T. Packard, Jr.,

77 George F. Bronson,

48,James Tisdale,

230 Sereno D. Clark,

56 Roger C. Hatch,
66 Vacant,

125

2706 25

1851

1844
1848
1850

1851

1849
1850

1849

1839
1851

1832
1848
1849
1847
1851

1839

1852

1799

1828
1851

Without Pastoral Charge.—Samuel Bradford, Montague; John
Ferguson, Whately; Horatio Flagg, Colerain; Lot B. Sullivan,

Wendell; John D. Smith, West Charlemont; Samuel Ware,

Shelburne ; Lorenzo L. Longstroth, Greenfield.

10. Hampden East Association.

Chicopee, 1st,

2d,
" 3d,

Longmeadow,
East,

1752
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10. Hampden East Associaiion.—Continued.

Churches.
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12. Hampshire Association.—Con^mwet?.

ChoTclies.
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14.
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16. Middlesex South Association.—Continued.

Churches.
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18. Norfolk Association.—CoMhnMed.

Churches.
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19. Old Colony Association.—Con^mited.

New Bedford, Pacific,

Rochester, Centre,
" „ ; Mattapoisett,
" ^ North,

Wareham,

Total, 13

Organ-
ized.



MASSACHUSETTS. 57

22. Suffolk North Association.

Boston, Old South ch.

" Bowdoin st.

" Central ch.

Cambridge, 1st ch.

Cambridgeport, 1st ch.

Cambridge East,

Charlestown, 1st ch.

" Winthrop ch.

Chelsea, Winnisimmet,
" Broadway ch.

Maiden, 1st ch.

" Winthrop ch.

Medford, Mystic ch.

Needham, Grantville,

Newton, 1st ch.

" 2d ch.

" Eliot ch.

" Auburndale ch.

North Chelsea,

Waltham, Tr. cong. ch.

Total, 20

1669
182.5

1841

1636
1827

1842
1632
1833
1841

1851

1649
1848
1847

1847

1664
1781

1845
1850
1828

1820

G. W. Blagden, D. D.

443 J. B. Waterbury, D. D.

456 Greorge Richards,

256 J. A. Albro, D. D.

288iW. A. Stearns, D. D.

115 Joseph L. Bennett,

271 W. I. Budington,

3 42! Benjamin Tappan, Jr.

213;I. P. Langworthy,

140, J. A. Copp,
88;A. C. Adams,
56fF. G Pratt,

119

56

108

113

111

16

A. B. Warner,
W. Barrows,
D. L. Furber,

L. Gilbert, D. D.

W. S. Leavitt,

Vacant,
Vacant,

John Whitney,

3273! ly

1836
1846
1845
1835

1831

1852
1840
1848
1841

18.52

1852
1849
1847
1850
1847
1828
1845

1837

Without Pastoral Charge.—E. A. Park, D. D. Andover; R.An-

derson, B. D., G. C. Beckwith,D. D., S. Bliss, A. Bullard, D. Clark,

. W. M. Cornell, W. Jeuks, D. D., S. L. Pomeroy, D. D., H. Wins-

low, Boston : jW. Bushnell, Newton ; J. Curtis, Charlestown.

23. Suffolk South Association.

Boston, Park-st. ch.

" Essex-st.
" Salem-st.
" Pine-st.

" Mariners' ch.

" Mt. Vernon,
" Shawmut,
'• Edwards ch.

" Phillips ch.

" Maverick,

Brighton,

Brookline,

1809
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23. Suffolk South Association.— C'o/i^wiwfrf.

Churches.



MASSACHUSETTS. 59

26. Woburn Association.

Churches.
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27. Worcester Central Association.—Conhnwet?.

Churches.
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SUMMAEY.

Associations.
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SCRIBES AND REGISTRARS OF THE SEVERAL ASSOCIATIONS.

General Association, E. Davis, D. D., Westfield.

Andover Association,

Berkshire North,

Berkshire South,

Brewster,

Bridgewater,

Brookfield,

Essex North,

Essex South,

Franklin,

Hampden East,

Hampden West,

Hampshire,

Hampshire East,

Harmony,

Mendon,

Middlesex South,

Middlesex Union,

Norfolk,

Old Colony,

Pilgrim,

Salem,

Suffolk North,

Suffolk South,

Taunton,

Vineyard Sound,

Woburn,

Worcester Central,

Worcester North,

Benjamin F. Clark, Chelmsford.

Robert Crawford, North Adams.

A. H. Dasheill, StocJcbridge.

A. K. Packard, Yarmouth.

Baalis Sanford, East Bridgwater.

J. C. Morse, Brimfield.

D. K. Kimball, Ipswich.

James Fletcher, North Danvers.

Theophilus Packard, Jr., Shelburne.

E. B. Clark, Chickopee.

E. Davis, D. D., Westfield.

J. S. Judd, Whately.

Rowland Ayers, Hadlcy.

Thomas C. Biscoe, Grafton.

Thomas T. Richmond, Medfield.

W. M. Thayer, Ashland.

Lyman Cutler, Pepperell.

Samuel L. Rockwood, Hanson^

William A. Mandell, South Dart7notith.

Ebenezer Alden, Jr., Marshfield.

Allen Gannett, Beverly.

F. G. Pratt, Melrose.

A. L. Stone, Boston.

Franklin Holmes, Norton.

A. Cobb, Sandivich.

R. T. Robinson, Witichester.

D. R. Cady, Westboro',

John C. Paine Gardner.
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SKETCH OF THE OLD SOUTH CHURCH, BOSTON.

By Rev. L. Whitixg,—Readixg.

The history of this Church, is the history in germ, of New
England Congregationalism. Probably no church is in exist-

ence, having its origin in agitations so deep and so far-reach-

ing in their consequences. The final struggle between Church

and State in America gave it existence.

Sec. I.

—

Its Origin.—The Second General Court of Mass.

Bay, 1631, made an order—that, " for the time to come, no one

should be admitted to the freedom of the body politic, but

such as were church members." Deep discontent met this order

at the outset. Emigration increased the number of non-pro-

fessors. After fifteen years endurance, a vigorous petition for

its extinction was framed and numerously signed. The Court

was incensed. Papers were seized, and the signers fined

—

" some in larger, some in lesser sums ; two or three of the

magistrates dissenting."

Relief from the oppression was next sought, in the opinion,

now arising, that all baptized persons, not scandalous in life,

should be recognized as church-members in all things but par-

ticipation of the Lord's Supper. This roused a new contest in

the Colonies, especially in Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Under its pressure the Court of Massachusetts in 1657, advised

a General Council, and sought the opinion of the other Courts.

Connecticut acceded and chose four delegates. The Council

met in Boston, June, 1657. Seventeen questions were pro-

posed, mostly on baptism and the Lord's Supper. Their result
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in substance, was the recognition of baptized persons as entitled

to all privileges except the Lord's Supper. This decision

inflamed instead of allaying the churches. Some ministers and

" the churches generally^' held the decision to be wholly false to

orthodoxy and to Congregationalism.

Five years after, another effort was made. The General

Court then summoned a Synod of all the ministers of that

Colony to decide on two questions, the main oue—" Who are

the subjects of baptism?" This Synod met in Boston, Sept.,

1662. Their answer was substantially the same with that

given by the Council in '57. They were not unanimous, how-

ever, and a noble minority protested, and of them Pres.

Chauncy and Mr. Increase Mather published against it.

Also, Eev. John Davenport, of New Haven, whom Mather

styles
—

" the greatest of the Anti-Synodists." These decisions

divided the churches. The first church in Boston formed into

strong parties, the majority siding with the Synod. The Pas-

tor, Rev. Mr. Wilson, one of the majority in Synod, prevented

a division ; but he died in 1667, and the question of a new Pas

tor gave the church a field for action. No young man was

thought fit to fill his place, and Rev. Mr. Davenport, of New
Haven, then TO years old, was proposed. A struggle ensued.

To settle him was to disown the decision of Synod ;
but in the

strife majorities changed, and the great Anti-Sjmodist was

elected. He accepted the call, and was installed. The minor-

ity, 28 in number, and one member from Charlestown—" some

of them chief persons in the colony"—proposed a new church.

They applied for dismission, and were refused. They then called

" a council of other churches in the neighborhood," by whom,

at two meetings held in Charlestown, May 12 and 16, 1669,

they were constituted a church, naming themselves " the third

church in Boston." At this juncture, seventeen ministers, friendly

to this action, published a testimony against the conduct of the

majority of the old church. The majority replied to the seven-

teen, and a flame was kindled through the Colony. It " rose

so high that there was imprisoning of parties and great disturb-

ances." " Two parties were produced, not in the churches
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only, but in the State also," and, says another, " the whole

people of God throughout the Colony were too much distin-

guished into such as favored the old church, and such as favored

the new ; whereof the former were against the Synod, and the

latter icere for it." The triumph of the New Church was the

triumph of the Synod, and of the half-way Covenant ;—that of

the old church, of those opposed to it. liie agitation con-

tinued, and the House of Deputies at the Session, May, 1670,

espoused the cause of the first church, and chose " a committee

to enquire into the prevailing evils which had been the cause of

the displeasure of God against the land." This committee

found the cause in substance to be the' new Third Church. The

House adopted the Report. This increased the agitation.

The election for the next General Court turned, throughout

the Colonies, mainly on the question of old church and new

church ;
" and most of the delegates who had censured the

brethren of the Third Church were left out and new members

(favorable) chosen."*

The liberalists triumphed ; membersliip of non-converts was

established in the churches ; a mournful result of legislating on

religious subjects.

Sec. n.

—

Edifices.—In 1769, soon after the church was

formed, they proposed the erection of a meeting-house. The

Council of the Colony was called to stop them. They con-

cluded not to interpose directly, but suggested to the brethren

a very careful attention to the law in the matter.

The church then applied to the Selectmen of the town, who

gave them leave to build.

The place chosen for the building was that on which the

present " Old South" stands. This land was given by Madam
Norton, widow of Eev. John Norton, one of the pastors of

the First Church. It was voted to build of cedar, Avith

steeple, galleries, and square pews. Its location early gave it

the name of South Church, which was used until 1717, when a

* Of 60 members,—House of Deputies this year—only twenty were of the House the

year before.

5
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church was located in Summer street, called the " New South

Church," since which time this has borne the name—" Old

South."

This first edifice remained 60 years. In Oct., 1727, a pro-

posal was made for enlarging the house. Two plans arose from

this—one to repair, another to re-build. A vote was gained

the next Feb'y., 46 to 20, to re-build. A minority tried, but

failed to rescind the vote. Friday, 28th Feb. was kept as a

day of fasting and prayer, in reference to taking down the old

and building a new house. March 2, Rev. Mr. Sewall

preached the last sermons in the old building to " a very-

great assembly." The nest day he prayed with the workmen,

and they proceeded to demolish the building. Some of the

beams were found so much decayed that it was " apprehended"

that the assemblies the previous day " had a very gracious

preservation,"

The opposition gave way at sight of the rotten timbers.

March 31, 1729, the foundation for the new, the present edifice,

was begun ; and May 7, N. S., 1730, the building was dedi-

cated, or occupied, both pastors preaching with reference to it.

The tradition is that the mortar was all made the autumn before

it was used, and that the workmen were never delayed an hour

by rain while erecting it ; the season being no less rainy than

usual, but it always rained in the night. In the spring of 1775,

the British army closed the gates of the town, and in the winter

of that year used this house as a riding school for a regi-

ment of cavalry. The pulpit, pews and galleries—except the

eastern,—were taken out and used as fuel ; and many of Rev.

Mr. Prince's books and MSS., left in his study in the tower of

the church, were burnt as kindling. " Many hundred loads of

gravel were carted in, and spread upon the floor." A bar for

liquors was kept in the eastern gallery for general use.

In March, '78, the house was relieved of these profanations

—

more spiteful probably from its bearing the title of " The

Sanctuary of Freedom," on account of meetings held there by

the patriots. For five years the house remained as the spoilers

left it ; the congregation after their dispersion worshipping in
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King'^ Chapel, until 1783, when it was repaired, and the con-

gregation returned to it. It has been frequently repaired since,

but not materially changed.

A Chapel of wood was first used in 181G, and in 1827 the

present brick structure was set up in its place. On the land

originally given by Mrs Norton, stood the mansion of Gov.

Winthrop ; this was used as a parsonage until demolished by

the British in the winter of '76 and 7. They cut down also a

fine row of trees on the lot, and all were used as fuel. In 1710

another parsonage house had been built on Milk street. This

stood 100 years. In 1810 two new houses were built on its site,

and occupied by the pastors until a few years ago.

Sec. III.

—

Ministers.—Rev. Thomas Thatcher, first Pas-

tor, was installed Feb. 16, 1639. He died Oct. 15, 1678, aged

58- He was son of a clergyman in Salisbury, England—chose

to emigrate to America rather than join the English University

at the age of fifteen.

He was distinguished in Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac. For

the first named he made a lexicon. He was also skilled in

medicine, and published the first medical tract printed in Mas-

sachusetts.

Rev. Samuel Willard was installed colleague April 10,

1678, six months before the death of Mr. T. He was chosen

President of Harvard College 1707—was one of the most emi-

nent ministers of N. E. His " Body of Divinity" was the first

" body'' and the first folio published in America.

He died Sept. 12, 1707.

Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton became Associate Pastor, Aug.

28, 1700. An octavo volume of his sermons was published. He
died at the age of 45, in 1716.

Sept. 16, 1713, Mr. Joseph Sewall was settled as colleague

with Rev. Mr. P. He survived three colleagues and died in his

81st year.

In 1724 he was chosen to the Presidency of Harvard, but

declined on account of his love to the ministry.

Rev. Thos. Prince became his colleague, Oct., 1718. They

were class-mates. Prince spent some years in Europe, and had
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been earnestly solicited to settle in England. He began early

to collect the historical materials of the country, and was

engaged through his life in adding to them. Forty years

Sewall and Prince toiled in their joint pastorate, and the

picture of their colleagueship that survives, has no parallel

in true, noble and beautiful fidelity. They were the pastors

when the present meeting-house was built. In their day Whit-

field came, and found a warm welcome from them, and, as one

of them records
—

" he changed the town." Their names are

a blessed fragrance to that church, and to all the churches

in New England. Rev. Mr. Prince died Oct. 22, 1758, at the

age of 72. Rev. Alexander Gumming was settled in his place.

He was a native of New Jersey, and educated there. He died

Aug. 25, 1763, aged 36, after a ministry of little more than two
years.

Rev. Samuel Blair, of New Jersey, succeeded as colleague,

Nov. 26, 1766. Ten months after his settlement he was elected

President of Princeton College, but declined in favor of Rev.

Dr. Witherspoon. He was reduced by severe sickness in the

summer of 1769, and dismissed Oct. 10, of the same year.

He never resumed preaching, though he lived until 1818.

The venerable Sewall entered his rest the summer of Mr,

Blair's sickness, June 27, His old age was peculiarly beau-

tiful.

Nearly two years of destitution followed, when. Sept, 25,

1771, two pastors were settled at the same time.

Rev, John Bacon, and Mr. John Hunt. They both were
natives of N. E., but men of diverse tempers. Rev. Mr.

Bacon failed to satisfy the people, and was dismissed, Feb.

1775. He afterwards became a distinguished civilian. Rev,

Mr, Hunt being shut out of the city by the British, on return-

ing from a visit retired to Northampton, where he died in Dec,

1776, aged 31. After the dispersion of the inhabitants by the

British troops, worship was for a time suspended, but in 1779,

Mr. Joseph Eckley was ordained. During his ministry the

pangs preceding the great unitarian strife were endured. A
friend of revivals of religion, he met open resistance to his pur-
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poses for promoting them in his church. He was sole pastor

until May 18, 1808, when Mr. Joshua Huntington was ordained

a colleague. Dr. Eckley died April 30, 1811. Key. Mr. Hunt-

ington continued pastor until his death, Sept. 11, 1819.

Feb. 21, 1821, B. B. Wisner was settled. After eleven

years service as pastor, he was dismissed, Nov. 12, 1832, to

engage as Secretary of the A. B. C. F. M. He died in that

service, Feb. 9, 1835. Samuel H. Stearns was ordained, April

16, 1834, " but in two or three Sabbaths his strength wholly

failed." He went abroad and died in Paris, May 15, 1838.

The present pastor. Rev. G. W. Blagden, was installed

Sept. 28, 1836.

Thus, for a period of 184 years, this church has had a min-

istry of only 14 pastors, of whom G were ordained and 8

installed. Nine of these were colleagues. Three of them died

under the age of 40 years, three of them were chosen to the

headship of colleges, nearly all of them have been distinguished

authors, and all the number are believed to have been evangel-

ical in doctrine, some of them eminently so.

Thus this patriarch of Congregational churches stands, by

its history, its great past character, its eminent ministry, its

present wealth and influence, a worthy representative of that

model of church organization, in which each member has free

and equal rights, not to be invaded by foreign judicatures, mis-

led by partial testimony, obscured by distance, and entangled

by forms which the Holy Scriptures neither describe nor justify.

May generations to come enjoy and increase the honors of

this ancestry.
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ANDOVER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

By Rev. J. L. Taylor,— T'n

This Seminary was founded in 1808, in connection witli Phil-

lips' Academy, and under the supervision of the same Board of

Trustees, together with a Board of Visitors, established by the

Founders.

In connection with the endowment of its Professorships, the

Institution has been furnished, by the great liberality of a few

of its early benefactors, with dwelling houses for the Professors,

Halls containing about 60 rooms for students, a Chapel, Li-

brary-room and Lecture-rooms, together with such other build-

ings as have been needed. The Library has been collected

with great care, and enriched from year to year by the addi-

tion of valuable works, and there are funds to a considerable

amount, the income of which must be appropriated to its further

increase and* only for this purpose. The present No. of vols,

in the Library is about 19,000, and there are also Society Libra-

ries of miscellanious works, containing about 4000 volumes

more.

There are at present five acting Professors, the departments

of Sacred Literature having recently been divided, and a new
Professor inducted. The course of study prescribed is as

follows :

JUNIOR CLASS.

Sacred Literature.—Stuart's Hebrew Grammar.—Hackett's

Hebrew Exercises.—Stuart's Hebrew Chrestomathy.—Written
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Exercises, including translations from English into Hebrew.

—

Study of the Hebrew Bible.—Principles of Hermeneutics.

—

Biblical Geography and Antiquities. New Testament Greek

and Interpretation of the Four Gospels.—In the Summer Terra,

Interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures.—Greek Pauline Epis-

tles.— Critical and Exegetical Compositions.

MIDDLE CLASS.

Lectures on Christian Theology.—Compositions on the prin-

cipal topics in Theology, to be examined in private.

SENIOR CLASS.

Lecture on the Structure of Sermons ; on English Style ; on

the General Qualifications of a Preacher.—Public and Private

Criticism of Skeletons and of Sermons,— Critical Examination

of English and American Preachers.—Recitations in Ecclesias-

tical History, text-book, Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History.

—

Lectures on Ecclesiastical History.—Lectures on Pastoral The-

ology.

General Exercises of the Classes.

Public Declamation once a week.—Private Exercises in Elo-

cution.

The number connected with the Seminary at the time of issu-

ing its last Annual Catalogue was.

Resident Licentiates 19

Senior Class, 28

Middle Class, . . .' . , .35
Junior Class, . . . . . .27

Total, 109

For the purpose of aiding indigent students, there are funds

appropriated, which enable the Trustees to grant about $1 per

week to applicants, and no charges are made to any of the stu-

dents for instruction, or rent of rooms.
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By a rpcent change, the Anniversary of the Seminary is here-

after to be on the j^r^^ Wednesday in August. This is followed

by a vacation of six weeks, when the first, or September term

will commence, and continue until the spring vacation, six

weeks before the first Wednesday in May, when the second term

is to begin.

From the last • Triennial Catalogue, printed in 1851, we
transfer the following

GENERAL SUMMARY

Whole number who have been educated in the Seminary 1111

Number that have deceased 204

Whole number now living 907

Number in the two classes remaining in the Institution 54

Number who were educated in the first ten years, (1809—1818) 1*79

Number of those who have deceased 70

Number educated in the second ten years, (1819—1828) 273

Number of those who have deceased 71

Number educated in the third ten years, (1829—1838) 312

Number of those who have deceased 32

Number educated in the fourth ten years, (1839—1848) 276

Number of those who have deceased 30

Number educated in the first three years of the fifth decade 71

Number who have been, or who are, Foreign Missionaries, (including

Agents to Africa) 102

Number who are, or who have been Ministers and Missionaries in the

United States west of the State of New York 148

Number who have been, or who are, connected with Theological Sem-

inaries and Colleges as Presidents or Professors 69
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Those who have been educated at the Seminary were graduated at the fol-

lowing Colleges :

Dartmouth College 209iWestern Reserve College 3
Amherst College 186 Jefferson College 2
Tale College 158 Pennsylvania College 2
Middlebury College 129 Pennsylvania Universitv 2
Williams College 83 University of the City N. Y 2
Bowdoin College 61 Centre College 1

Brown University 48^ Columbia CoUe^ 1
Harvard University 48 Dickinson College 1
Union College 32] Glasgow University 1
Hamilton College 22 Kenyon College 1
University of Vermont 22; Trinity College 1
College of Xew Jersey 10 University ofNorth Carolina. .

.

1
Illinois College 8 Wabash College 1

Oberlin College 8, Wesleyan University 1
Marietta College 51 Not graduated at College , 58
Ohio University , , ,

,

4J
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MAINE.

The General Conference of Maine, assembled at Saco, June

21, 1853, at 9 o'clock A. M. Moderator, Rev. D. Sliepley
;

Corresponding Secretary, Rev. S. H. Hayes ; Recording Secre-

tary, Rev. S. C. Fessenden : Treasurer, Mr. E. F. Duren.

The first day was occupied with devotional exercises, reports

of delegates to corresponding bodies, and the usual public ser-

vices. Sermon by Rev. F. B. Wheeler, delegate from General

Convention of Vermont, from 1 John, 5:19.

On the morning of the second day, the following resolution

was introduced and unanimously adopted :

—

" Resolved, That another year's experience of the benefits ac-

cruing from the " Maine Liquor Law," and another year's ob-

servation of the hopes which depend on its enforcement, has

served only to deepen the conviction in our minds that every

interest of humanity demands that it be sustained."

MAIXE CONGREGATIONAL CHARITABLE SOCIETY.

Sermon by Rev. Prof. Shepherd from Luke 11:41, andl Tim.

6:9. Officers—Rev. Dr. Tappan, President; Deacon S. Adams,

Vice President ; Rev. J. R. Adams, Secretary ; Rev. J. W.
EUingwood, Treasurer.

Trustees, President and Secretary ex officio, Messrs. D.

Thurston, E. Pond, D. D., E. Jones, D. Shepley, S. Tenuey, L
Rogers, R. VVoodhull.

First preacher for 1854, Rev. J. 0. Fiske ; Second, Rev. U.

Balkum.
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MAINE MISSIONAET SOCIETY.

Annual sermon by Rev. S. H. Keeler, Calais, from Isaiah

54:2, " Enlarge the place of thy tent,"&c.

Officers—Rev. W. T. Dwight, D. D., President ; Rev. J. W.
Ellingwood, D. D., Vice President; Rev. Benjamin Tappan, J).

D., Corresponding and Recording Secretary; John How, Esq..

Treasurer ; W. D. Little, and W. C. Mitchell, Esq., Auditors.

Trustees, President es-officio—Rev. Messrs. D. Thurston, B.

Tappan, J. W.Ellingwood, E. Pond, E. F. Cutter, J. W. Chick-

ering, D. Shepley, S. Thurston, I. Rogers, and John Rowe, Esq.

Receipts, $14,000.

The next annual meeting of the Society will be held in the

Central Church, Bangor, June 4, 1854.

First preacher, Rev. Edw. F. Cutter ; Second, Rev. S. C.Fes-

senden.

MAINE BRANCH AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY.

The meeting was opened with devotional exercises. Ad-

dresses were made in earnest advocacy of the claims of the

Society to the prayers and charities of the Churches.

Officers—Rev. D. Thurston, President ; Rev. E. Pond, D. D.,

Vice President ; Rev. Dr. EUingwood, Secretary ; Professor

Smyth, Treasurer.

Directors. President and Secretary—Rev. Messrs. Shepley,

Tappan and Cummings.

DELEGATES TO CORRESPONDING BODIES.

GEXERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Rev. E. Jones, Primary. Rev. P. F. Barnard, Substitute.

GEXER.VL ASSOCIATION OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Rev. H. Ilsley, Primary. Rev. J. Freeman, Substitute.

GENERAL CONVENTION OF VERMONT.

Rev. B. C. Chase, Primary

.

Rev. G. F. Tewksbury, Substitute.

CONSOCIATION OF RHODE ISLAND.

Rev. W. S. Sewall, Primary. Rev. John Orr, Substitute.

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT.

Rev. H. Merrill, Primary. Rev. J. R. Adams, Substitute.
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-I

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW-YOKK.

Rev. E. G. Carpenter, Primary. Rev. J. R. French, Substitute.

f GENERjU, ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF WISCONSIN.

CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF IOWA.

GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS.

Rev. Dr. Tappan, ) Rev. Dr. Adams, ? o •. ,., .

Rev. a. B. Little, [ Primaries, " E. Whittlesey,
S

^^'^^*^*^*^'-

Rev. G. W. Hathaway, )

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, (o. S.)

Rev, D. Shepley, Primary. Rev. John Wilde, Substitute.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, (n. S.)

Rev. C. Hobart, Primary, Rev. W. T. Dwight, Substitute.

MAINE METHODIST CONFERENCE, EAST.

Rev. S. C. Fessenden, Primary.

MAINE METHODIST CONFERENCE, WEST.

Rev. J. L. Ashby.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION, NEW BRUNSWICK.

Rev. E. F. Cutter.

MAINE BAPTIST CONVENTION.

Rev. U. Balkam.

FREEWILL BAPTIST YEARLY MEETING.
Rev. S. Thurston.

COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SO I OOLS.

Rev.. S. Souther, Jr.

PUBLISHING COMMITTEE.

Rev. S. C. Fessenden. Rev. S. H. Hayes. Dea. E. F. Duren.

COiMMITTEE ON THE STANDING OF MINISTERS.

Rev. Drs. Dwight, Pond, Tappan, Cummings, and B. R. Allea.

The session closed with devotional exercises. Annual ser-

mon by Rev. Dr. Carruthers, from Eom. 14:7, and the adminis-

tration of the Lord's Supper.

Next meeting of the General Conference on the Tuesday pre-

ceding the fourth Wednesday of June, 1854, at Bangor, in the

Central Church, at 9 o'clock A. M.

Committee of Arrangements—Rev. Geo. Shepard, Rev. G. B.

Little, Deacon E. Adams.

Preachers—Rev. Geo. Shepard, D. D. ; Rev. E. Kellogg,

Substitute.



MAINE. 77

ABSTRACT OF NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

The period of twenty-five years, during wliicli this General

Conference has existed, cannot be reviewed without finding much
cause for humility, and abundant reason for gratitude. Then

there were reported 8 Conferences, now 14 ; then there were

130 churches, now ther.e are 231 ; then there were but 72 min-

isters, now 163 ;
then were reported 7,685 members—as near as

can be gathered from present returns, there are now 17,278
;

showing an increase of 101 churches, 91 ministers, and about

9,600 members.

But no statistics can present the results of this quarter of a

century ; nor can they be known until the revelation of the last

day. The increased number and strength of the Churches is

not all. More than five thousand have been transferred, we
humbly hope, '' to the General Assembly and Church of the first

born, which are written in heaven ;'' they are our kindred still—

a

brancli of this General Conference—the representatives of those

churches before God and the Lamb. And, doubtless, a still

larger number, framed and disciplined in this rugged climate

and these missionary fields, are now scattered in all places

where human foot has trod, exemplifying, we trust, in some

good degree, the simple and unpretending piety which has hith-

erto characterized the churches of this State. We follow them

with our afiectionate wishes and prayers, and in their trials

they turn to us for sympathy and aid.

It should be mentioned, to the praise of divine grace, that

during the whole period of the existence of this Conference, no

discordant word has disturbed its harmony and Christian fel-

lowship, and no theological differences have chilled the warm
fountains of mutual afl'ection.
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

S. S. SIGNIFIES STATED SUPPLY. *AS REPORTED LAST YEAR.

Aroostook Conference-

churches.
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Cumberland Conference.—Continued.
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Oxford Conference.

Churches,
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Piscataquis



Waldo Conference.

Belfast, 1st,

" North,

Camden,
Frankfort, 1st,

" 2d,

Jackson and Brooks,

Prospect,

Searsport,

Swanville,

Thorndike,

Unity,

Total, 11

1796
1846
1805

1820
1851

1812
1839

1815

1826

1804

114

51

13'^

70

14

71

50

257
20
28
35

842

Edward F. Cutter,

Joseph R. Munsell,

Benj. C. Chase,

Stephen H. Hayes,

Ct. W. Field, s. s.,

Luther Wiswell,

Joseph Freeman, Jr.,

Stephen Thurston,

1846
1852
1849
1844

1852

1846
1826

Washington
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York Conference.—Continued.

Churches.
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SUMMARY.
General Conference of Maine, Organized in Portland, Jan. 10, 1826.

County Conferences.
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ORDAINED MINISTEES WITHOUT PASTORAL CHARGE.

Silas Baker Kennebunk-Port.

Alden B. Boynton Wiscasset.

John BoyntoG Wiscasset.

Caleb Bradley Westbrook.

James Carrutbers Portland.

Elias Cbapman Newfield.

Albert Cole Cornisb.

Asa Cummings, D. D., Editor of Cbristian Mirror. Portland.

J. W. Ellingwood, D. D Batb.

Roswell D. Hitcbeock, Collins Professor in Bowdoin

College Brunswick.

Marcus R. Keep, Missionary in Aroostook Co No. 11 Aroostook.

Freeman Parker Wiscasset.

H. A. Merrill Windbam.

Enocb Pondj^D. D., Prof, in Theological Seminary. Bangor.

Lincoln Ptipley Waterford.

John Sawyer Garland.

George Sbepard, D. D., Prof in Tbeo. Seminary. _ Bangor.

D. Talcott Smith Bangor.

William Smyth, Prof in Bowdoin College Brunswick.

Samuel Souther, Jr. Agent A. S. S.Union Fryeburg.

D. Turner, Agent Am. Tract Society Portland.

Thomas C. Upham, D. D., Prof in Bowdoin College. Brunswick.

James Wells, City Missionary Bangor.

Isaac Weston Cumberland.

James Weston Standisb,-

Henry White Foxcroft.

Leonard Woods, Jr., D. D., Pros. Bowdoin College. Brunswick.
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

The Committee of ConfereDce appointed to visit the Theo-

logical Seminary at Bangor, reported in substance as follows :

1. The Examixatiox.—This was commenced by Prof. Smitli in the

department of Sacred Literature, in the Hebrew of the old Testament,

and in the Grreek of the New—in the forms and philosophy of lan-

guage, and in the various principles of Interpretation in general. It

showed that there had been faithful attention on the part of the Pro-

fessor in his instructions, and on the part of the Students in their appli-

cation, in all the several branches of study concerned.

In systematic Theology, the examination was conducted by Prof

Pond. The Committee were gratified with the evidence afforded, of

the knowledge and tact and skill of many of the Students in disposing

of difficulties, and in defending the truth. Professor Pond also con-

ducted the examination in Ecclesiastical History, in which the Stu-

dents showed that they had made respectable attainments.

In the department of Sacred Rhetoric and Homiletics, together

with Pastoral Duties, the examination was by Prof. Shepard. It

showed that there had been effectual teaching and successful learning,

and gave pleasing promise of acceptableness and usefulness on the part

of the young brethren in the opening labors of life.

In view ©f the examination as a whole, the Committee express their

confidence in the good and sound condition of the Seminary.

2.^ The Anniversary Exercises.—These were decidedly credita-

ble, and some of them of a high order, evincing more than ordinary

maturity, both as to knowledge and the power of thought and expres-

sion. What added to the interest of the occasion was the ordination

of one of the graduating class, Mr. "Wm. C. Pond, son of Prof Pond,

as a Missionary to California.
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3.

—

The Graduating Class.—This consisted of 16. Of these, 3,

it is understood, are settled Pastors in Maine ; 2 have calls to settle in

Maine, and will probably be ordained soon
;
3 are laboring in Maine,

as stated supplies; 1 has been settled in New Hampshire, one is

expecting soon to be settled in Mass. ; 1 is a Missionary in California

;

1 a teacher in Jacksonville College, 111. ; 1 an assistant teacher in the

Seminary at Bangor ; and 3 are Resident Licentiates in the Seminary

at Andover, Mass. The class seemed to embody much talent and

piety ; and it may be hoped that their influence for good in the world

will be extensive and powerful.

4.

—

The General State of the Seminary.—The Faculty remains

the same, though it is earnestly hoped that an additional Professor

may be added in the department of Ecclesiastical History ; and the

funds for the endowment of such a Professorship, are among the urgent

wants of the Seminary at present.

The number of Students the current year is 41
;
8 in the Senior

Class; 19 in the Middle; 13 in the Junior; and 1 Resident Licen-

tiate.

The buildings of the Seminary underwent thorough repairs last sum-

mer, and are in good condition. More and more urgent need is felt

of a Chapel—a building for purposes of devotion and recitations ; and

most of all as a place of deposit for the valuable Library of the Insti-

tution—a treasure which ought not by any means to be kept continu-

ously in so exposed a condition as it must necessairly be, until such a

building shall be provided.

Among the wants of the Seminary besides a Professorship of Eccle-

siastical History, and a Chapel building, there is the filling up of the

Fund for the relief of Indigent Students. About three or four thou-

sand dollars have been contributed for the object, by a liberal friend in

Bangor, but under such conditions that as much more must be added)

before it can be available to the purposes designed.

Of the usefulness and importance of the Seminary, there is no occa-

sion to speak. What would have become of Maine, as to a supply of

ministers, had not God, in his Providence, raised up our beloved Sem-

inary. Of the 268 Alumni, and of nearly half as many more who have

shared in part the privileges of the Institution, how few would have

had any special sympathy for Maine.
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Nor have the good influences of the Seminary been confined to

Maine. Its Alumni are now lifting up their voices abroad in almost

all the world—in California and Oregon—at the Sandwich Islands and

in Micronesia—in India and in different parts of the Turkish Empire,

as well as in our own Western States. The churches have the strong-

est reasons for making all they can of the Seminary for which they

have already done so much, and from which they, and the churches

nearly the world over, have received, and are receiving so much.
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NEW HAMPSHIHE.

The General Association of New Hampshire assembled in

the Congregational meeting-house at Littleton, on Tuesday,

Aug. 23, 1853, at 10 A. M. The meeting was opened by a ser-

mon, by Rev. Amos Blanchard, from 2 Kings, 4 : 13. After

the sermon, a collection was taken up in aid of the Widows'
Charitable Fund.

The Association was organized by the choice of

. Eev. Jacob Scales, Moderator,

Rev. Jesse Page, Scribe,

Rev. Rufus Case, Assistant Scribe.

Narratives of the state of religion within the bounds of the

District Associations, and corresponding foreign bodies, were

presented, with devotional exercises.

The following Delegates to foreign bodies were appointed :

To the General Conference of Maine, Rev. L. White, Pri-

mary, Rev. E. Adams, Substitute.

To the General Convention of Yermont, Rev. W. Wright,

Primary, Rev. J. P. Humphrey, Substitute.

To the General Association of Massachusetts, Rev. N. Bar-

bour, Primary, Rev. E. H. Greeley, Substitute.

To the General Association of Connecticut, Rev. Austin

Richards, Primary, Rev. Wm. Clark, Substitute.

To the General Consociation of Rhode Island, Rev. G. Leach,

Primary, Rev. A. Jenkins, Substitute.

To the General Association of New York, Rev. J. Richards,

D. D., Primary, Rev. S. T. Abbott, Substitute.



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 91

To the General Convention of Wisconsin, Rev. H. Moody,

Primary, Rev. J. Page, Substitute.

To the General Association of Illinois, Rev. E. Buxton, Pri-

mary, Rev. E. D. Eldridge, Substitute.

To the General Association of Iowa, Rev. B. P. Stone, Pri-

mary, Rev. E. E. Atwater, Substitute.

To the General Association of Michigan, Rev. W. P. Gale,

Primary, Rev. E. G. Parsons, Substitute.

To the General Assembly of the Pres. Church, 0. S., Rev.

W. T. Savage, Primary, Rev. E. L Carpenter, Substitute.

To the Gen. Assembly of the Pres. Church, N. S., Rev. M.

H. Wells, Primary, Rev. H. E. Parker, Substitute.

To the Gen. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rev.

S. Lee, Primary, Rev. J. H. Merrill, Substitute.

The following resolutions were passed unanimously :

Whereas the progress of the cause of temperance is essential

to the welfare of society, and the interests of morality and god-

liness,

—

Resolved, That we heartily approve of the principles em-

bodied in what is called, " The Maine Law."

Resolved, That we earnestly desire, and will labor for the

adoption of a similar law in this State.

Resolved, That until that desire is met, we recommend the

strict enforcement of the present laws.

Resolved, That we recommend to the Congregational min-

isters of our State to present the subject in their pulpits and in

the School districts, in their respective towns.

Resolved, That we approve of the effort of the friends of

peace to produce a public sentiment that shall require of the

governments of nations, that such differences between them, as

cannot be settled by negotiation, shall be referred for final set-

tlement to umpires to be chosen by the parties interested.

Resolved, That in corresponding with ecclesiastical bodies

which have in their connection those who hold their fellow men
in bondage, we wish to be distinctly understood, that we do not

give our sanction to the system of slavery, or look with satis-

faction upon the practice of slaveholding, but continue the cor-
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respondence with the hope that our influence may hasten the

removal of this glaring reproach upon our common Christianity,

and incubus upon the progress of a pure gospel.

Resolved, That we cordially approve of the resolutions per-

taining to the subject of slavery, passed at the late Congrega-

tional Convention at Albany, and of the principles set forth in

the number of the Home Missionary for March of the present

year, as those by which the American Home Missionary Soci-

ety is governed in afibrding aid to churches in slaveholding

States.

The meeting closed with a sermon by Eev. Corban Curtice,

from John 19 : 5, and the administration of the Lord's Supper.

The next meeting to be held in the First Church, Derry ; the

Union Association to furnish the preacher.

THE NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION

Records the death of venerated fathers and beloved brethren.

Dr. Burnham, Rev. D. Fairbanks, S. M. Stone, and J. M. Stearns,

known for faithful labor, and some of them called from the

active duties of preaching as stated supplies.

The Delegates from Several District Associations report an

increased attendance on public worship ; but in some places

there are local difficulties arising from a prevalent spirit of

gain and worldliness, from intemperance and Sabbath-breaking,

and from an unsettled population.

General harmony prevails within the churches ; there is a

slight increase in the permanence of the settled ministry, and

more desire by tlie churches to retain their tried and experi-

enced leaders.

One District Association reports 12 preparing for the minis-

try, and many others are known to be so in various parts of

the State.

Several meeting-houses have been built or thoroughly

repaired. There is an increasing feeling that the house of God
should be rendered attractive, and in some measure correspond
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with the purity and simplicity of the gospel preached in it.

And above all, there seems to be a desire and prayer, though

far too little, that the Holy One would descend and fill the
places of His worship with the cloud of his special, converting,

and sanctifying grace.

Several places are mentioned in which revivals have been

enjoyed, while in others considerable religious interest has been

manifested, among which may be specified as peculiarly cheer-

ing, Dartmouth College, and the academies in New Ipswich,

Meriden, and elsewhere.

There is gratifying evidence that God has been pleased to set

his seal of approbation upon the consecration of infants, and

has remembered his covenant in numerous instances to the chil-

dren of the righteous, and even to their children's children.

There seems to be an increasing interest in the cause of edu-

cation, indicated by numerous select schools and academies, and

by attention to the more important district schools.
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

Belknap Association.

Churches.
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Deerfield Association.—Continued.

95

Churches.
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Hopkinton Association.—Continued.

churches.
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Monadnock Association.—Cow^mMee?.
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Piscataqua
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RECAPITULATION.

Associfttions.
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RHODE ISLAND.

The Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island convened at

Barrington, June 14, 1853.

Rev. Thomas Shepard was chosen Moderator ; Rev. R. H-

Conklin, Scribe ;
and Rev. J. C. Seagrave, Assistant Scribe.

Sermon by Rev. George Uhler, from Isaiah 52. 2.

On the morning of the second day, after devotional exercises

and local business, Consociation resolved itself into the Rhode

Island Branch of the American Board of Foreign Missions.

The Annual Report was presented.

An address was delivered by Dis. Sec. of Parent Society, and

a sermon preached by Rev. H. Bardwell, of Mass., from Eph.

5: 8.

In the afternoon, Consociation resolved itself into the R. I.

Home Missionary Society.

The Annual Report was presented, and Rev. H. James, of

Mass., preached from Mark 12 : 37.

The following Delegates to Foreign Bodies were appointed :

Alternates.

Rev. A. L. Whitmau.

" T. Thayer.

Primaries.

General Association of Mas- [
sachusetts,

j

General Conference of [
Maine,

j

General Association of New [

York, f

General Association of New
|

Haven, f

General Convention of Yer-
[

mont,
j

O. S. General Assembly,
N. S. General Assembly,
Western General Associations,

T. A. Taylor,

L. Swain,

S. Beane.

J. Leavitt,

B. J. llelyea,

T. Taylor,

Joel Mann,
E. II. Conklin.

S. Wolcott.

D. Andrews.

0. F. Otis.

C. Blod^ett.

S. S. Hyde.
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The following resolution on the subject of Peace was

adopted :

" As the friends of Peace, united in, and acting with the

American Peace Society, are now making a special effort to

induce our National Government to embody in its future trea-

ties with other Governments, a stipulation to substitute peace-

able arbitration for all appeal to the sword ; we therefore

earnestly recommend prompt co-operation with the effort, in

petitions from throughout our bounds, to the Government, in

this behalf."

The following resolutions were also adopted :

" Believing that the operations of the American Education

Society, and those of the Society for the promotion of Colle-

giate and Theological Education at the West may, with greater

simplicity, economy, and success, be conducted by a single As-

sociation,

" Therefore, Resolved, That this Consociation would recom-

mend the union of these two organizations, as soon as the way
may be prepared for such an event.

" Resolved, That, should this be found necessary, we would

favour a general meeting of the friends of Collegiate and Theo-

logical Education, with a view to the full discussion of this

subject."

The receipt of $1,465.87 was reported from the Churches of

Rhode Island, contributed toward the $50,000 fund to be raised

for the building of Churches at the West.

The following resolution on the subject of Temperance, was

adopted :

" Resolved, That this Consociation bear their continued and

unequivocal testimony against the traffic and use of intoxica-

ting drinks, and that, while we express our full confidence in

moral suasion to do its own appropriate work, we do also de-

clare our confidence in legal action, in the form of the Maine
Law, and assure the friends of this glorious enterprise that our

prayers and efforts shall not be wanting to carry on and con-

summate its triumphs."
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The following resolutions were adopted in reference to the

observance of the Sabbath :

" 1. Resolved, That the respective Churches connected with

tbis Consociation be exhorted to use all proper Christian in-

fluence to prevent the incipient desecration of the Sabbath by

the driving of milk carts and the opening of meat stalls and

baker's shops on this day, customs deemed wholly unnecessary

and of dangerous tendency.

" 2. Resolved, That each clergyman in our connection be re-

q nested to preach on the divine authority and sacred obligation

of the Christian Sabbath, and the importance of consecrating

all its hours to holy employments and none other,—on the

second Lord's day in May annually, or some other Lord's day

which may be more convenient, near the aforesaid time.

" 3. Resolved, That we exhort all our brethren in Christ to

pray without ceasing that the Lord of the Sabbath would, by

his Spirit lead the people, the descendants of Puritans, to re-

verence this day of God, as the palladium of our dearest civil

rights, and of our most precious Christian institutions and

hopes."

The celebration of the Lord's Supper concluded the meetings.

Rev. Jonathan Edwards, Delegate from 0. S. General As-

sembly, preached the sermon from Eph. 1:3.

Consociation adjourned to meet in Providence on the 2d

Tuesday in June, 1854, at 2 p.m.—Preacher, Rev. R. Torrcy
;

Rev. T. A. Taylor, alternate.
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STATISTICAL TABLE.

Arranged according to the date of Organization, so far as reported.

Barrington,

Bristol,

Little Comptnn,
Beneficent Ch., Prov.

Tiverton, Corner,

Richmond-st. ch. Prov.
Pall River, 1st ch.

Slatersville,

Kingston,

Pawtucket,
Washington Village,

North Scituate,

High-st. eh. Prov.

Westerly,

Fourth ch. Prov.

Central Falls,

Chepachet,

Warwick,
Fifth ch. Prov.

Elm Wood ch. Cranston,

Central ch. Prov.

Newport,
Woonsocket,
Globe Works, Tiverton,

107

248
197

480
36

340
206
131

41

219

57

211
50

210
108
18

43
24

23
130

Silas S. Hyde,
Thomas Shepard,

Samuel Beane,
Vacant,

David Andrews, s. s.

Jonathan Leavitt,

B. J. Relyea,

T. A. Taylor,

Joel Mann, s. s.,

Constantino Blodgett,

Vacant,
Chas. C. Beaman, s. s.

Samuel Wolcott,

A. L. Whitman,
R. H. Conklin,

Vacant,

0. F. Otis,

George Uhler, s. s.,

James C. Seagrave,

Reuben Torrey,

Leonard Swain,

Thatcher Thayer,

E. H. Blanchard, s. s,.

Vacant,

2711

Ordain-
ed.
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The one hundred and forty-fourth meeting- of the General

Association of Connecticut, convened at Waterbury, on the

3d Tuesday of June, 1853.

Rev. G. J. Tillotson was chosen Moderator.

Rev. Chauncey Goodrich, Scribe ; and Rev. W. H. Moore,

Assistant Scribe.

The annual discourse before the Association was preached

by Rev. S. B. S. Bissel, Greenwich, from John xv. 4 : 5.

The following resolutions ou the subject ofTemperance were

unanimously adopted :

" Whereas, Prohibitory legislation in respect to the traffic in

intoxicating liquors as a beverage, is proving itself, more and

more decisively, to be a most efficient means of suppressing in-

temperance and its attendant evils ; and,

" Whereas, The expectation has been strongly expressed in

influential quarters, that the friends of such legislation in the

State would soon relax their efforts in its behalf ; and

" Whereas, An attempt may be made to meet the demands

of public sentiment by the substitution of a less effective enact-

ment than that which has been adopted in other States ; there-

fore,

" Resolved, That the members of this General Association

pledge themselves to each other, and to the community, never
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to abandon their efforts in this cause, until the traffic in intoxi-

cating liquors as a beverage, is effectually suppressed.

" Resolved, That we shall not be satisfied, and we think the

friends of Temperance ought not to be satisfied with any legis-

lation t\'hich shall fall short of an entire and effectual prohibi-

tion of the traffic.

" Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the

Moderator and Scribe of the General Association, be transmit-

ted at once to the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives, for presentation to the bodies

over which they preside, as expressions of the earnest petition

of this General Association, that the law we desire may be

enacted at the present session of the General Assembly."

Reports and Addresses were made by agents and others in

behalf of the Peace Society, the American Education Society,

the Society for Promoting Collegiate and Theological Educa-

tion at the "West, the Connecticut Branch of the Bible Society,

the Am. Board of Com. for Foreign Missions, the Colonization

Society, and the American Missionary Society.

The Association united with the Churches in Waterbury in

the celebration of the Lord's Supper. The Narrative of the

State of Religion was read in opening the exercises.

The Trustees of the Conn. Home Missionary Society pre-

sented the following report :

The receipts of the Society for the year ending June 1,

1853, were $2,396.70.—The expenditures for the same period

were $2,277.18. No additions were made to the Permanent

Fund of $30,000.

Ten missionaries were in the service of the Society last year

on the Western Reserve, two in Illinois—one of whom had a

general mission among the feeble Congregational Churches in

that State—one in Michigan, two in Wisconsin, one in Western

New York, and one among the Germans in the coal region of

Pennsylvania.

The missionary operations of the Board on the Reserve,

were closed on the first day of May last. The congregations
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aided there, that have not reached the point of self-support,

can receive assistance from the Agency of the A. H. M. S. The
churches on the Western Reserve will remain an enduring

monument of the benevolence and wise foresight of the found-

ers of this Society. Their missionaries entered this field, then

called New Connecticut, when its whole population might have

been comfortably seated in a modern house of worship.
—

' A
little one' has ' become a thousand.'—Churches and schools

and colleges have taken the place of the forests which the ven-

erable pioneer, BadCxER, threaded, to bear salvation to the

scattered log-cabins of the emigrants,—after resting his weary

limbs on the ground, with a saddle for his pillow, or pp,ssing

the night on a tree to avoid wild beasts. How changed the

scene, since on his first missionary tour in this region in 1801,

he wrote, ' the friendly disposition of the Indians, banishes all

apprehension of danger from them. If the Lord should make

this wilderness as a watered garden, by planting and nourish-

ing up his church in it, there would be no place more desirable

to live in.'

In closing their connexion with this Society, the churches

on the Reserve express warm gratitude for its paternal care

through more than half a century, and an earnest hope that,

limited as its means now are, it may yet aid efficiently in stud-

ding the whole West with ' New Connecticuts,' to the welfare

of our country and the honour of our Redeemer.

The Missionary Society of Connecticut, auxiliary to the Ame-
rican Home Missionary Society, held its annual meeting in the

First Congregational Church, on Wednesday eveniug, June

22d, at which it was reported, that during the year ending May
1, 1853, appropriations were made to 36 churches and congre-

gations, to the amount of $3,775. Five of these churches have

given notice that after the present year they do not expect to

need aid from this Society.

An appropriation of $1,080 was made during the year to

the Domestic Missionary Society of Rhode Island, and |2,000

were transmitted to the A. H. M. S.
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The receipts of the Society for the year ending June 1,

1853, were $7,163.18. In addition to the donation from our

Treasury, the Parent Society received directly from this State,

during the same period, $23,132.07. Add to these sums,

$2,396.70 received by the old Missionary Society of Connec-

ticut, and it Avill make the amount devoted to the cause of

Home Missions during the year, by our denomination in this

State, $32,691.95.

The expenditures of the Society for the year, were 87,183.55.

This includes the donation to Rhode Island and the A. H. M.
S. Three pastors of churches aided by the Society were dis-

missed at their own request, and one ordained, during the year.

Of the churches aided, twenty-four had pastors, and twelve

stated supplies.

It is to be apprehended that without an increase of liberality

—or rather, a stricter regard to justice and the principles of

the Gospel—the pastoral relation will hereafter be often sun-

dered, to the great detriment of the feeble churches. Means
formerly inadequate to the necessities, not to say comfort, of

families subject to demands that cannot be turned aside with-

out infringing on usefulness and the hospitality divinely re-

quired of ' bishops' in the church, cannot long sustain the in-

creasing expense of living. The average salary of seventeen

pastors taken at random from our list, is $434. This includes

the grant from our Treasury. Taken individually, the salaries

are, one of $200 and use of Parsonage ; two, of $300 ; one,

of $375 ; four, of $400 ; one, of $400 ; one, of $450 and Par-

sonage
; five, of $500 ; one, of $500 and Parsonage

; and one,

$550.

It must be evident at a glance that in cases like some of

these, the pastoral relation cannot bear up a great while,

against the existing pressure. Help must come from some

quarter, or the pastoral tie will be severed.—Either congrega-

tions must increase salaries manifestly disproportioned to the

remuneration in other occupations of life—or the pastor must

eke out his means of support, by associating some other employ-
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ment with his pastoral duties,—or else two or more congrega-

tions must divide the services of a pastor between them. The

last expedient is alien to the habits and discordant with the

feelings of our churches, and would work only evil. And by

permanently employing, from the impulse of necessity, a large

portion of his time and strength in other occupations than

belong to his own profession, the pastor will be liable to be

over taxed,—and declining health, with imperfect preparations

for the pulpit, will only be harbingers of estrangement among
his people, and his own dismission.

The remedy for the threatening evil, is with ecclesiastical

societies themselves. The Directors of this Auxiliary cannot

prescribe the amount of salary to be paid in a given case.

—

Each society fixes the salary of its own pastor, and assumes the

responsibility of his support,—and when its means are inade-

quate, such aid is extended by the Directors as seems to be

needed—no obligation, however, being assumed by them, except

for the current yeai . They can sympathise with the faithful, suf-

fering, uncomplaining laborer in the vineyard of their common
Master, but it does not belong to their trust to increase his stipu-

lated salary. Neither would it be wise for the Directors to go

before the public sentiment, and make the salary of their benefi-

ciaries, even when really needed and deserved, larger than that

of the pastors from whoso congregations the resources of the

Auxiliary are gathered. A movement in the right direction

must begin among the stronger churches. "When they have

adjusted the salary of their own pastors to the altered circum-

stances of society and the increased expense of living, they will

cheerfully give of their abundance to enlarge the means of com-

fort and usefulness among the self-sacrificing pastors of our

feeble cliurchs.

The increasing receipts of this Society from year to year

indicate progress in the Home missionary spirit among our

churches. What is given in this cause comes from the sponta-

neous impulse of the donors. The whole expense by agencies

to raise funds for our Society the last twenty years, has been

less than $800,—and for the last twelve years, only $253. The
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contingent expenses of the Society, for tlie last twenty years,

have been less than $160 annually.—This includes the publish-

ing of its Reports, postages, the salary of the Secretary and all

other expenses, except appropriations to congregations and the

cost of agencies just mentioned. No charge has been made

during that time for office rent and the attendant expenses.

The past year will long be memorable for the noble fund pro-

vided by our denomination to erect houses for worship in the

"Western valley. But to what else than Home Missions in a

new form shall we ascribe the pressing call for church edifices,

and the unprecedented readiness to unite hearts and hands in

meeting the call ? The same work has for many years been

going on in the Atlantic States, and it would furnish a valuable

article of statistics, could we ascertain the number of churches

built or repaired, of parsonages and lecture-rooms for social

worship provided, and the result of funds employed in support-

ing pastors among feeble congregations. Our 0"vyn State, at

this moment shows many a foot-print of the beneficence now
bending its way "Westward, and lining its course Avith Christian

temples. Far more effective in uniting the East with the West
will such a path-way be, than the iron bands which ere long are

to bind together our border oceans. Whatever other cords

may snap under the pressure of sectional interest and party

strife, the chords of sympathy, of gratitude, of religious fellow-

ship, will, we trust, prove firm to the last.

Let us, then, gird ourselves with fresh zeal for a work so

early begun, so long continued, so signally marked with the

favor of Heaven, not yielding to weariness, not satiated by suc-

cess, while so much remains to be accomplished for our country

and the church of God.
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The following Delegates were appointed to Corresponding

Bodies r

—

Primaries. Substitutes.

General Conference
I
Rev. Jairns Burt, 5 Rs^- S. H. Allen

of Maine,
Gen. Association of

New Hampsliir.e,

Gen. Convention of

Vermont
Gen. Association of

Massachusetts,

Evan. Consoc. of

Rhode Island,

Gen. Association of

New York,
Gen. Association of

Illinois,

Gen, Association of

Michigan,

Gen. Convention of

Wisconsin,
Gen. Association of

Iowa,
Gen. Asscm. which
met last at Phila.,

Gen. Assem. which } u a \ t
met last at Buffalo. $

S. A. Loper,

Hiram Day,

" M. Richardson, <

" G. A. Bryan, <

" 0. S. Sherman,
j

" D. W. Havens. \

" E.Dickinson. <

" Jason Atwater,
j

" T. P. Sturges,
j

" R. C. Larneed, <

" Jos. Eldridge,
j

" I. P. "Warren, \

' Charles Hyde.

''• F. T. Perkins.

" E. C. Jones.

" A. Putnam.

" A. G. Beman.

" J. P. Gulliver.

''• B. S. J. Page.

" E.Hall,D.D.

" H. M. Coltun.

" Adam Reid.

" James Averill.

" E. E. Burr.

Rev. E. T. Fitch, D.D., was appointed to preach the Concio

ad Ckrum for the present year.

Complaint against the Hartford Central Association, and a

memorial from said Association, were taken up and read.

On the following evening it was unanimously

Resolved, That the opinions imputed to Dr. Bushnell by the

complainants, and the imputation of which is no doubt warrant-

ed, if the constructions are just which they conscientiously give

to certain quotations from his published books, are opinions

with which the ministers in the' churches of Connecticut, as re-

presented in this General Association have no fellowship, and

the profession of which on the part of candidates for the minis-
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try, ouglit to prevent their receiving the license or approbation

of any of our Associations ; and further, that ^vhere a minister

is reasonably charged with holding those opinions, definite

charges and specifications should be preferred against him be-

fore the proper body, which body should make arrangements

to secure for the charges an impartial hearing and decision."

The next morning, the subject was again introduced by Rev-

Edwin Hall, D. D., and Rev. Lyman H. Atwater, D. D., who

moved and seconded the adoption of two resolutions, instructing

the Hartford Central Association. Those resolutions were

laid upon the table without debate. Whereupon the following

Protest was presented by Rev. Drs. Hall and Atwater :

Against the decision of the General Association in laying on the table, and

so refusing to consider the following resolutions, designed to secure an oppor-

tunity for an impartial trial of Dr. Bushnell, in case any shall duly present

charges, viz.

:

" Resolved, That the matters alleged, both by Fairfield West and by the

complainants, G. A. Calhoun and others, are of so grave a nature as to

demand judicial investigation ; and that those who make these allegations are

so numerous, so earnest, and in our opinion so intelligent and conscientious,

as to render such matters of complaint duly presented by them, or any of

'

them, "Reasonable" ground for such investigation :

—

Therefore, Resolved, That this body advise the Hartford Central Associa-

tion that if such complaint be presented in due oi'der and form, they cannot

refuse or neglect to secure a just trial of Dr. Bushnell before an impartial

mutual council, with the approbation of the associated ministers of this

State :"

—

The undersigned respectfully and solemnly protest ;—Because though the

action is good so far as it goes, and they voted for it, it does not go far

enough to redress the evil complained of. It declares the matter alleged,

if alleged justly, a sufficient ground for demanding trial and condemnation.

Now, Dr. Bushnell and his Church have withdrawn from the Council of

Hartford North for the purpose of avoiding the trial advised by the General

Association at Danbury ; and the Hartford Central have already declared

and persisted in declaring, that to subject Dr. B. to a charge of heresy for

the matters alleged, is not merely unreasonable but unjust. How much

soever any may desire it, a trial under these circumstances is impossible.

The General Association, by refusing to advise the Hartford Central that, on

due charges being made, they cannot refuse to secure a just trial before an

impartial mutual council, with the approbation of the associated ministers of
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this State, have refused the suitable and necessary redress to the complain-

ants, and in so doing, have refused to vindicate and maintain the standards

of doctrine on which our union and fellowship are based ; they still retain

and admit to all their fellowship, privileges and immunities, and that without

securing the opportunity for an impartial trial, one who is fully and une-

quivocally charged with having denied all the great fundamental doctrines

of the Gospel of Christ, and with having set forth a scheme which the Fair-

field West and others have solemnly and publicly declared to be "another

gospel."

EDWIN HALL.
LYMAN H. ATWATER.

Waterbury, June 23, 1853. .

Rev. Messrs. L. Bacon, D. D., S. W. S. Button, and H. P.

Arms, were appointed a Committee to answer the above Pro-

test ; who reported the following answer, which was adopted

by the Association :

" In admitting the Protest of Drs. Hall and Atwater to

record, the General Association deem a denial of the reasonings

and conclusions of that Protest, a sufficient answer. And in

particular we deny,

1. That there is any necessity of any farther action on the

part of this General Association, by way of advice to secure a

hearing in the proper quarter, for such charges as may be pre-

ferred by responsible complainants against any minister in our

fellowship. We also deny,

2. That it would be proper for this general Association to

declare beforehand that certain charges against a member of a

particular Association, shall be tried, and in that way to

encroach upon the power and liberty of a particular Associa-

tion."

The following resolutions were passed :

Resolved, That the delegate from the Evangelical Union of

Canada West, whom we have been happy to receive on this

occasion, be desired to express to that body our fraternal sym-

pathy with their struggles, and our joy in their successes.
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Resolved, That the Gospel, as God's appointed remedy for

the cure of human ills, ought to be so applied in its pacific

principles and influence, as to obviate the necessity and prevent

the recurrence of war between nations reputedly Christian.

Resolved, That the time has come when such a method should

be sought, and may, by God's blessing, on suitable efforts, be

secured ; especially, between our own country and England.

Resolved, That we fully approve and commend to the favor

and active support of ministers and Christians within our limits,

the special efforts now proposed by the friends of peace to pro-

cure the speedy adoption by our own and the British Govern-

ment, of a provision in their treaties for the settlement of all

future misunderstandings by arbitration, as the best resort,

instead of the sword.

The Association adjourned with devotional exercises.

The next annual meeting will be held on the 3d Tuesday of

June, 1854, New Haven East Association to designate the place.

ABSTRACT OF NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION.

The Lord of the vineyard continues to remind us that the

night Cometh when no man can work.

Four beloved brethren have during the year been called to

their rest ; Rev. George Perkins, of Norwicti ; Rev. Oliver

Brown, of Grassy Hill ; Rev. Allen Clark, of Staffordville
;

and Rev. Edward Wright, of West Haven, whose sun went

down at noon-day, in the midst of his most efficient and useful

labors.

The District Associations report the churches to be at peace

among themselves united in Christian doctrine, and in adhe-

rence to the good old way, giving growing evidence of perman-

ence and prosperity.
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The year under review has not been distinguished by fre-

quent outpourings of the Holy Spirit upon the churches
;
yet

revivals of religion are reported in a few instances, while in

others some special religious interest has been manifested.

The churches are relying more upon the divine blessing

upon the ordinary means of grace, and setting a higher value

upon efforts to promote the personal holiness of believers and

their constant growth in piety.

Other valuable proofs of spiritual life appear ; in new efforts

for the benefit of those who are beyond the reach of the or-

dinary evangelical influences ; in the organization of new

churches ; in the erection of new meeting-houses ; in a more

liberal provision for the support of the ministry, by the build-

ing of parsonages, the furnishing of pastoral libraries, and the

increase of salaries, and in steadily increasing contributions to

the various objects of Christian benevolence.

While error and infidelity are putting forth strenuous efforts,

there is an increasing attendance upon the public worship of

God, and a growing attachment to the institutions of religion.

Sabbath schools are sustained with increasing efficiency.

The Temperance cause is taking stronger hold on the hearts of

Christians. They are aiming with great unanimity, and with

sanguine hope of success, at the enactment of a prohibitory

statute which shall free the State from the odium which attaches

to it, as the receptacle of the drunkards, and drunkard makers,

who are driven by wholesome laws from the bordering States.

The cause of Popular Education is receiving something of

the attention it deserves ; and seminaries for the education of

teachers, are commended to the special consideration and

prayers of the ministry and churches.

Yale College continues to flourish in the number of its stu-

dents, and their diligence and good order. The Theological

Seminaries at New Haven and East Windsor continue to enjoy

their usual prosperity, and are furnishing some efficient laborers,

to supply the growing wants of the ever extending vineyard.
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

* Not consociated.
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2. Hartford Central Association.,—Continued

.

Churches.
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4. Hartford Fourth Association.

Churches.
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6. New Haven Central Association.

New Haven, 1st,*

North,*
" *College-st.

" *Chapel-st.

Fair Haven, 1st,

Westville,*

Derby, Ansonia,*

Milford, 1st,
u oA *

Waterbury, 1st,
" 2d*

1639
1742

1831

1838

1830

1832
1850

1639
1741

1689

1852

571

630
398;

398!

268!

99

1

109;

582!

320

384i
881

3847'

Leonard Bacon, D. D.

S. W. S. Button,

Edward Strong,

W. T. Eustis, Jr.,

Burdett Hart,

Samuel H. Elliott,

Owen Street.

Jonathan Brace,

S. G-. Dodd,
Wm. W. Woodworth,
S. W. Magill,

Ordain-
ed.
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7. New Haven East Association.—c^ow^mMet?.

ler, W. H. Chapman, W. B. Clarke, J. M. B. Dwight, John Ed-

monds, Franklin "W. Fiske, William B. Grreene, Elias B. Hilliard,

Charles J. Hutchins, Samuel Johnson, Henry A. Kussell, William

D. Sands, W. C. Shipman, Cordial Stows, Albert A. Sturges, Ben-

jamin Talbot, Henry Wickes, John E. Barnes.

8. New London Association.

Bozrah,

Bozrahville,

Colchester, 1st,

East Lyme,
Franklin,

Griswold, 1st,

" Jewett City,

Groton,

Lebanon, 1st,

" Goshen,
" Exeter,

Ledyard,
Lisbon, 1st,

" Hanover,
Montville,

" Mohegan,*
North Stoniugton,

Norwich, 1st,*

" 2d,

" Greeneville,
" Main St.

New London 1st,
" 2d,

Preston, 1st,

" Long Society,

Salem,

Stonington, 1st,
" 2d,

Mystic Bridge,*

Ordain, lustall

1739
1828
1702

1718
1720
1825

1705
1700
1729
1773
1810
1723
1766

,1720|

|l727i

11660:

'1760

95
50

316
50
loo

113

64
81

120

62
73

89

94
90
105

50
100

258
353

1833
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9. Fairfield West Association.

Churches.
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Fairfield East AssocisLtion— Continued.

Churches.
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11. Windham Association.—Con/mwefZ.

Charches.



CONNECTICUT. 125

13. Litclifield South Association.

Bethlem,
Harwinton,
Litchfield, 1st,

'• South Farms,
'• Northfield,
'• Milton,

New Milfoi-d, 1st,

'• Bridgewater,

Plymouth, 1st,

'• Hollow,

Rosbury,

Sherman,

1739; 107

1737

1722|

1768, 133

1795|

1798!

1716
1809
1740
1837

1744

1751

Southbury. 1st, 1732
" South Britain, 1769

Washington, 1st. 1742
" New Preston. 1751

Watertowu, ;1738

Woodbury, South, 1670
'• North.* 'l816

Aretas Gr. Loomis,

I

Vacant,
jBenjamin L. Swan,

133 David L. Parmelee,
Lewis Jessup,

I

Vacant,

435 David Murdock,

I

Vacant,

201 Israel P. Warren,

166 James Averill,

186 Austin Isham,

I
^ Maltby Gelston,

130 (• Judson B. Stoddard,

Geo. P. Prudden, s. s.,

145 Amos E. Lawrence,

199 Ephraim Lyman.
121 Vacant,

232 Chauncey Groodrich,

188 Lucius Curtiss,

263 John Churchill,

2506

1850

1836
1832

1851

1850

1842
1841

1850

1846
1841

1851

1850

1851

1852
1839 1839
1797,1797
1844 1845
1839
1848il851

1835jl852

184311849

18461846
1840 1840

Additional Members.—H. L. Vail, Litchfield ; Albert B. Camp, Bris-

tol ; W. H. Whittemore, New Haven ; W. G. Jones, Hartford

;

Joseph D. Hull, Sufl&eld ; Joel L. Dickinson, Plainville ; John

Grre^nwood.

14. Middlesex Association.

Chatbam. E. Hampton,
'• Middle Haddam.

Chester,

Clinton,*

Colchester,Westchester

East Haddam, 1st,
" Millington.
'• Hadlyme,

Haddam, 1st,

Higganum,*
Killingworth,

Lyme, 1st,

" ' North.
" Grassy Hill,

Old Saybrook.

1748
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14. Middlesex Association.—Continued.

Churches.
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SUMMARY.
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YALE COLLEGE AND THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

(by key. LEONARD BACON, D. D.)

The institution now so widely known as Yale College, was

founded in the year 1700. Ten pastors of churches, acting by

general consent, though not by any formal appointment, for the

ministers and churches of Connecticut, met at New Haven for

the purpose of founding a " Collegiate School." This purpose

was formally carried into effect not long afterwards at Bran-

ford. With singular propriety, a collection of books for a col-

lege library was made the foundation of the college. Each of

the ten " undertakers" presented a number of Yolumes with

words to this effect, as he laid his gift upon the table, " I give

these books for the founding of a college in this colony." In

October, 1701, an act of incorporation for the collegiate school

was granted by the Colonial Legislature, then assembled at

New Haven.

By the charter of 1701, the original founders of the institu-

tion were constituted a corporation in law under the name of

" Trustees of the Collegiate School," with the right of filling

their own vacancies, and with full power to establish and

govern at such place as they might choose, a collegiate institu-

tion of learning, and to confer the usual academic degrees.

The trustees were all to be ministers of forty years old and

upwards, and were never to be more in number than eleven, or

fewer than seven. A yearly payment, equal in value to about

sixty pounds sterling, was granted to the corporation from the

treasury of the colony.

At first Saybrook, at the mouth of the Connecticut River,

was taken as the place for the collegiate school. There a few
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students were collected under the instruction and immediate

care of one or two tutors; and there were held the examina-

tions for degrees and the commencements. The '"rector," how-

ever, as the head of the institution was then called, never re-

sided there
;
nor were any adequate buildings provided.

While the school remained at Sajbrook, the rector, to whom
the instruction of the senior class seems to have been specially

committed, was always the pastor of a church in some other

town.

In 1717, the institution, after much alteration, was removed

to New Haven, one of the conditions being that a certain piece

of land there should be procured as a place for the college

building, and another certain piece for the rector's house. Both

those "town lots" were then the property of the First Church

in New Haven, and both were alienated to the trustees of the

collegiate school, on the most liberal terms, for the sake of an

object so important to the interests of religion. The incident

is worth mentioning, as showing, in connection with everything

else in the early history of the institution, how intimate was

the connection between the college and the churches. The col-

lege edifice, which was ready for use in 1718, received from the

trustees the name of Yale College, in honor of Elihu Yale

a native of New Haven, whose parents had returned to Eng-

land taking him with them while he was yet a child, who having

acquired wealth by commerce in the East Indies, had made

some liberal donations to the school since it had become identi-

fied with his birthplace. The building to which his name was

given was of wood, in a much better style of architecture than

the factory-like piles of brick and mortar by which it has been

superseded. It stood till after the war of the Revolution. The
" rector's house," built when the school was removed to New
Haven, was demolished only about twenty years ago.

The name which had thus been given to the college building,

became in common use the name of the institution itself. By
a new charter, granted in 1845, the corporation (trustees of the

collegiate school) was honored with the more sonorous title of

" President and Fellows of Yale College." A greater change

9
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in the constitution of the Board of Trust was made in 1792, by

a compact between the college and the State. By this ne^v ar-

rangement the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of the State

and the six senior members of the Upper House in the Legisla-

ture, were made cx-officiis members of the Corporation. Such

is at this day the constitution of Yale College. The President

and ten Fellows are congregational clergymen ; and to them

are added eight laymen, elected to office by the people of the

State. The ten clerical Fellows hold their office for life
;
and

they alone fill the vacancies which occur in their own number.

The eight lay members of the Board, who may be of any religious

faith, or of none, are constantly changing. In this way it is

that the effectual control of the institution is still in the hands

of the successors from the original founders.

For the first fifty years, the academic corps of instruction and

government consisted of rector or president and tutors. In

1755, the Professorship of Divinity was established, and the

officers and students became a worshiping assembly, under the

pastoral care of the Professor. In 1770, a Professor of Mathe-

matics and Natural Philosophy was appointed. Soon after the

beginning of the present century, under the presidency of Dr.

Dwight, two new professorships were established, that of Che-

mistry, and that of the three learned languages. In 1817, a

Professor of Ehetoric was added to the academic force. In

1831, the duties of the Professor of Languages were divided

between a Professor of Latin and a Professor of Greek. In

1836, the Professorship of Mathematics was detached from that

of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy. In 1846, the ins^-uc-

tion in Moral Philosophy and Metaphysics, which had always

been among the duties of the President, was committed to a

new Professor. More recently, a Professorship of Natural

History has been instituted. Such is the present Faculty of

the Academic Department—the department for liberal as dis-

tinguished from professional education.

Instruction in theology, and the education of young men for

the service of the churches in the ministry of the Gospel, was

at first the chief end of the Collegiate School. After the esta-

blishment of the Professorship of Divinity, graduates preparing
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for the ministry often pursued their studies under his direction.

This was especially the case while Dr. Dwlght held the double

office of President and Professor of Divinity. Several of the

most eminent divines of the present century were among his

pupils in the Theological class. But it was not till 1822, that

a Theological Seminary, or Professional School of Theology,

was organised as a distinct department of the institution. In

that year, a Professorship of " Dida tic [Dogmatic] Theology"

w^as endowed, and arrangements were made by the Corporation

for courses of instruction to Theological students in Biblical

Literature and in Homiletics. In 1824, a Professorship of

Sacred Literature was established, and partly endowed. In

1839, the Theological Faculty was strengthened by the appoint-

ment of a Professor of the Pastoral Care.*

The Medical School of Yale College was instituted in

1813. It is the oldest of the professional schools connected

with the Institution. In its endowments and means of instruc-

tion, it has a highly respectable rank among the medical schools

of this country, and the eminence of its Professors is among the

honors of the University.

The Law School was commenced partly as a private enter-

prise, but in connection with the College, in 1826. In 1846, it

was reorganized, a valuable library of jurisprudence was pro-

vided, and the Faculty of Laws was recognised as a Depart-

ment of the University under the control of tlie Corporation.

Another Department was organised in 1846, and is denomi-

nated the Department of Philosophy and the Arts. It is a

" School of Engineering," and a School of " Applied Chem-

istry," as well as provision for instruction to graduates in

studies more advanced than those of the academical course.

Lectures and lessons on various branches are given to the " stu-

dents in Philosophy and the Arts," by several of the Professors,

whose chief employment is in the other Deparments of the Uni-

versity, and by three Professors whose/elations are exclusively

with this Department.

* For further particulars relating to the Theological Department, see page 132,
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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMEMT.

The Instructors in tins Department are a Professor of

Didactic Theology, a Professor of Sacred Literature, the Pro-

fessor of DiyinitY in the College, and a Professor of. the Pasto-

ral Charge.

Th^ time of admission is at the beginning of the collegiate

year. It is desirable that those who join this Department

should be present at the commencement of the first term. Those

admitted to an advanced standing will be expected to have pre-

viously gone over the studies pursued by their respective

classes.

The conditions for entrance are hopeful piety, and a liberal

education at some College, or such other literary acquisition

as may be considered as an equivalent preparation for theo-

logical studies.

The terms and vacations are the same with those in the

College.

The regular course of instruction occupies three years, and

comprises the following subjects :

JUNIOR CLASS.

Hebrew Grammar, (Roediger's Gesenius, translated by

Oonant,) Conant's Hebrew Exercises and Chrestomathy, Prin-

ciples of Sacred Criticism and Hermeneutics, Critical and

Exegetical study of the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, Critical

and Exegetical Dissertations, Lectures by the Professors of Sa-

cred Literature on some topics in Introduction to Theology^

and in Exegetical Theology, Lectures by the Professor of Di-

dactic Theology on Mental Philosophy including the Will.

MIDDLE CLASS.

Lectures by the Professors of Didactic Theology, on Moral

Philosophy, Moral Government, Natural Theology, Necessitj'-

and Evidences of Revelation, and Systematic Theology. Ex-

egetical study of the Scriptures and Dissertations continued.
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SENIOE CLASS.

Lectures on the Structure and Composition of Sermons, and

on Public Prayer. Criticism of Skeletons and of Sermons, Ex-

ercises in Extemporaneous Speaking and Preaching before the

class. Lectures on the Pastoral Charge, on Revivals of Religion,

on the History of Modern Missions, and on Expository Preach-

ing, Lectures on Elocution attended by Practice in the Deliv-

ery of Sermons.

There are weekly Debates in the Rhetorical Society, at which

the Professor of Didactic Theology presides, and in which the

members of all the Classes participate.

The Students have access to the College Library, and to the

libraries of the several literary Societies in the College.

A building has been erected for the accommodation of stu-

dents in which the rooms are free of rent ; but each occupant is

subject to a charge of $3,50 a year for incidental expenses. No
other charges are made to the students.

In addition to the aid afiorded by the the American Edu-

cation Society, provision is now made for efficient assistance

to those who need it. Such persons also have an opportunity

of attending, free of expense, the Lectures of Professor Silli-

MAN, Professor Olmsted and others, on Natural Science ; and

those preparing for missionary service, also on the Lectures in

the Medical Department.

FACULTY.

Rev. Theodore D. Woolsey, D.D., LL.D., President.

Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor, D.D.

J0SL\H W. GiBBS, LL.D.

Rev. EleazarT. Fitch, D.D.*

Rev. Chauncey A. Goodeich, D.D.

* Professor Fitch has consented, at the request of^the Corporation, to continue the de-

livery of his Course of Lectures on Homiletics, in connection \yith the Theological De-

partment.
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EAST WINDSOR THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE.

By Rev. Bennett Tayloe, D. D.,— President.

The Theological Institute of Connecticut is located on East

Windsor Hill, and was founded by the Pastoral Union of Con-

necticut in 1833. The Pastoral Union is a body of about one

hundred Congregational ministers, associated on the basis of a

creed embodying the Theological views raainiained by Ed-

wards, Bellamy, and other standard Theological writers of

New England. The Trustees of the Seminary are annually

elected by the Pastoral Union, and consist of sixteen ministers

and eight laymen, all of whom are required to give their assent

to the Creed of the Pastoral Union. The Professors are elected

by the Trustees, and before entering on the duties of their

office; must give their assent to the same creed, and repeat

their assent annually while continued in office.

Candidates for admission to this Seminary must produce

satisfactory testimonials that they possess competent talents,

and are members of some Christian church in good standing)

and that they have graduated at some college, or have other-

wise made literary acquisitions, which, as preparatory to theo-

logical studies, are substantially equivalent to a liberal educa-

tion ; and they are to be examined in reference to their per-

sonal piety, and their object in pursuing theological study.

The course of study occupies three years, and it is expected

that in all ordinary cases students will enter with the intention

of completing a full course.

The buildings belonging to the Institute, are a large brick

edifice, four stories high, for the accommodation of students, a

commodious chapel, three houses for Professors, and a boarding

house.

The library contains between five and six thousand volumes.

Three Professorships are fully endowed, and there are some

funds for the aid of iudi^ent students.
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VERMONT.

The General Convention of Conj^regational Ministers and

Churches in Vermont, met at Windsor, June 21, 1853.

The opening sermon was preached by Rev. Silas Aiken, D.D.,

from Matthew 10 : 34.

The Convention was organized by the choice of

Rev. Silas Aiken, D.D., Moderator.

Rev. William B. Bond, Scribe.

Rev. G. W. Noyes, Assistant Scribe.

The following resolutions on Peace were discussed and una-

nimously adopted :

Whereas, Those who feel deeply the evils of War, are making

an effort, on an extensive scale, to petition the President of the

United States to introduce into all treaties, when practicable,

an article by which it shall be stipulated that difficulties which

cannot be settled by negotiation, shall be referred to an umpire

for decision ; and whereas, the effort contemplates the removal

of the terrible scourge of war, is demanded by the cause of

humanity, and is vitally connected with the interests of free-

dom and the txtension of the Gospel among the nations ; there-

fore,

Resolved, unanimously, Tliat by our sermons, by our prayers,

and by all reasonable efforts, we will, as clergymen and laymen,

contribute our influence to give effect to the noble enterprise

contemplated.

* The Statistics of this State were not received in time to be inserted in their proper

place.

*
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Whereas, This subject vitally interests all the inhabitants of

onr coimti'v, even to its utmost borders
;

Resolved, That we respectfully request each of the Ecclesias-

tical bodies of this country with which we hold correspondence,

to act on this vastly important subject.

The Committee of Overtures presented the following resolu-

tion, which was adopted :

Resolved, That this Convention regard with great satisfac-

tion the enactment of the existing law on the subject of Temper-

ance—a law which we believe is operating most efficiently, and

at the same time most quietly, for the accomplishment of its

great object.

The annual meetings of the Yermont Sabbath School Society,

of the Vermont Domestic Missionary Society, and of the Ver-

mont Education Society, were held on the second day of the

Convention.

The Committee appointed last year to report to this Con-

vention what action ought to be taken with reference to the in-

terests of the Bible cause in Vermont, presented the following

report, which was adopted :

." 1. That in the judgment of your Committee, there are some

reasons in view of which an efficient and well-conducted State

organization in behalf of the Bible cause may be very desir-

able.

" 2, That they find that not only is a strong attachment felt

by many to our State Society, but that just now an earnest effort

is being made by its friends and managers to infuse new energy

and carefulness into its proceedings, particularly to make it

specially useful as an organization for the State.

For these reasons, it seems to your Committee that the pre-

sent is not a time for abandoning our State organization, but

rather for the cordial co-operation of our churches and clergy,

and from County Societies, in its present endeavors."

The Committee of Overtures presented the following resolu-

tion :

Whereas, The American Home ^lissionary Society has. through
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the good Providence of God, become widely extended in its

operations, occupying to a greater or less extent twenty-seven

States and Territories, and having more than a thousand mis-

sionaries in its connection, and acting as the organ of Congre-

gational and Presbyterian churches throughout our wide-

spreading country, it is desirable that it should have an anniver-

sary corresponding with its character, importance, and the

magnitude of the interests which it seeks to promote ; there-

fore

—

Resolved, That the Board of Managers be respectfully

requested to consider the expediency of removing the anni-

versary of the Home Missionary Society out of its present

confined position among those held in the city of New York,

that it may be held hereafter at difierent places, from time to

time, after the manner of the A.B.C.F.M.

The following Committee was appointed to transmit this re-

solution to the Managers of the Home Missionary Society, with

such explanations as they deem proper :—Rev. Dr. Smith, Rev.

J. Anderson, and Rev. Dr. Walker.

The following Committee was appointed to take charge of

and disburse the funds, should any come to this State, from the

$50,000 Building Fund,—Rev. Dr. Walker, Dr. Aiken, and J.

F. Stone.

The following resolution, presented by the Committee of

Overtures, was passed :

Resolved, That this Convention regard with high satisfaction

the proceedings of the late Congregational Convention held at

Albany, and recognize with devout thankfulness the Providence

of God in the assembling of that body, in the Christian spirit

which marked its deliberations, and in the wisdom and extraor-

dinary and admirable harmony exhibited in the unanimous

adoption of the important measures on which they were called

to act, and especially on the subject of Home Missions and

Slavery.
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Delegates to Foreign Bodies were appointed as follows

Gen. Assembly of,

the Presbyterian
Church (New Sch.)

'

General Assembly of,

the Presbyterian
Church (Old Sch.)

'

Gen. Association of}

Connecticut.
\

Gen. Association of

New York,
Gen. Association ofj

Michigan, (

Gen. Convention of
j

Wisconsin, i

Gen. Association ofj

Illinois,
\

Gen. Association of]

Iowa, <

Free-Will Baptist
j

Yearly Meeting, <

Gen. Association of
(

New Hampshire, '

General Conference
\

of Maine, '

Gen. Association of}

Massachusetts,
\

Con. Union of Cana-

1

da East, '

Primaries. Substitutes.

Rv. R. A. Watkins, \ Rev. R. C. Hand.

" S. C. Clapp, ]

'• H. F. Leavitt,
5

" Silas Aiken,
(

" E. W. Taylor,
]

"J.H.Worcester,
(

" S. P. Giddings,
j

" Jos. Chandler, <

" T. S. Hubbard, \

" S. P. Giddings,
j

" S. Sparhawk, j

" E. Cleveland.
5

" S. R. Hall. I
" Nelson Bishop,

J
" Josiah Merrill, }

"S.M.Plympton,
]

" E. Cutler,
}

" A. D. Barbour,
\

" J. H. Guernsey.

'' G. W. Noyes.
" Aldace Walker.
" S. R. Thrall.
" E.H. Dorman.

" A. Hyde.

" John Dudley.

" Moses Robinson

'' Azariah Hyde.

" Cyrus B.Drake.

" F. Warriner.
" J. N. Loomis.
" J. Walker.
" J. Clement,
" Solon Martin.
" Daniel Warren.

" W. T. Herrick.

The Report of the state of the churches was read, and state-

ments made by Delegates from other States.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered :

sermon by Rev. J. B. Bittingcr, from 1 Tim. 3 : 16.

After devotional exercises, the Convention adjourned, to meet

at St. Albans, on the 3d Tuesday in June, 1854.
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NARRATIVE.

The Report from the District Associations present a varied

aspect, some churches have been reduced by death and emigra-

tion ; but the greater number speak of the gracious influence of

the Holy Spirit, and a consequent increase of numbers and of

strength. In not a few congregations there has been universal

religious interest,«and several interesting cases of hopeful con-

versions. In other instances the churches have manifested in-

creasing confidence in the ordinary means of grace, giving hope

that a more prosperous state is gradually approaching, and that

they begin to recover from the reaction of former extravagan-

cies.

It is gratifying to observe that in revivals of religion re-

ported in different parts of the State, a number of the young

have become tlie hopeful subjects of renewing grace, several of

whom have been received into the church.

In summing up the statistics of 198 churches, it appears

that 272 have been removed by death ; 370 dismissed to other

churches ; and 13 have been excluded. There have been added,

by profession 333, and by letter 327 ; a net increase of but five

members. The whole number of members is eighteen thousand

six hundred and twenty-three.

Four standard bearers have fallen during the year, though

three of them had previously left the State, and were serving

the Master in other fields.

Rev. Joel Davis, of the Royalton Association, died in Ber-

lin, Feb. 6, after having labored in the ministry almost half a

century. Most of this time he was a Pastor, first at Barnard,

and then Williamstown, The last few years of his life was de-

voted to the Home Missionary cause, supplying destitute

churcl-es and congregations. He was a sound spiritual-minded

man, a lover of order, havins: at heart the welfare of the
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churches, and the honor of the Master. His last sermon preach-

ed a few days before his death, was from the text, " It is finish-

ed." His work on earth is ended, but his reward will never

end.

Rev. Charles Boswell, of the Orange Association, and for

a number of years Pastor of the church in West Fairlee, died

Feb. 25, at Babcock's Grove, 111., where he had organized a

church, and been labouring for a short time with encouraging

prospects. He was an earnest and faithful laborer, of warm
sympathies, and honest intentions ; and we cannot doubt that

the Saviour has called him to his own home.

.

Rev. Samuel Mellen Stone, of the Windsor Association,

and a number of years Pastor of the church in Chelsea, died

at Lebanon, N. H., April 21, aged 41. Two years since he re-

moved to Nelson, N. H., and entered upon his work as Pastor

of that church, but in less than a year, the gradual approaches

of a lung disease compelled him to abandon the labors of the

pulpit. Early the last spring, being convinced that his work
on earth was done, he removed to the house of his father-in-

law, in Lebanon, to die. And there with composure and clieer-

fuluess, he waited the summons of his Lord. Nor did he wait

long. His disease made rapid progress, and his suflFeriugs were

soon over.

Rev. H. N. Graves, of the Windham Association, was or-

dained over the church in Townshend in 1833, and remained

the faithful and successful Pastor of that church for twelve or

fifteen years. Some five or six years since he was laid aside

by sickness, and died of consumption in Orange, New Jevse}^,

last Fall. He is remembered with strong affection by his for-

mer parisli and brethren in the ministry.

Thus one by one, is the Saviour fulfilling his promise to us :

" If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and

receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may be

also." Three of our pastors, during the year, have been obliged

by ill-health, to relinquish, lor a time at least, their pastoral

labors : Richard C. Hand, of Bennington
;
Elihu Loomis, of

Pownal
; and A. H. Clapp, of Brattleboro'.
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As to education, the aspect of things has varied but little

during the year. The common school system is still without

that general supervision which is necessary to its highest effi-

ciency. Academies are numerous, especially in the northern

portions of the State, are well conducted, and well sustained.

Of the College at Middlebury, the report from Addison Asso-

ciation says, " It is believed to be steadily increasing in favor

with God and man. Its greatest need at present is the dew
and the rain of God's Spirit." The report from Winooski As-

sociation says :
" There has been nothing of special religious

interest in the University
;
yet there is a steadfastness of pious

students in the faith, a constant maintenance of the weekly

prayer meeting, attended more or less, sometimes considerably,

by those who are not pious, with occasional instances of con-

version, which are encouraging." The prospects of that insti-

tution were never brighter, nor has it ever numbered as many
students as at the present time.

On the subject of Temperance, perhaps it does not become

us to speak just at this time with very much confidence. We
are in the midst of an experiment, of the result of which, how-

ever, there can be little doubt if our present liquor law is per-

mitted to have a fair trial. The enactment of that law was

regarded by the good amongst us, as marking an era in the

temperance enterprise more encouraging and full of hope than

any which preceded it. And thus far, these hopes have not

been disappointed. The law works well, and promises well for

the future. We are assured from various parts of the State

that it is winning friends from among those who first opposed

it. It has already wrought a favorable change in the aspect of

things in many communities. And the efforts of the opposition

to render it odious by electing officers who, instead of carrying

out the law, .-^ould endeavor to thwart the object of it by dis-

regarding some of its plainest provisions, seem to be working

on the whole favorably. In the language of one report,

" Their nullification scheme is too barefaced and unprincipled

to be palatable to the law-abiding spirit of Vermonters." Be-
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sides, though in some cases the County Commissioners have

seen fit to appoint agents to sell, in a few towns only, yet where

no agent has been appointed, we are assured that the people

get along very well—much better than under the former sys-

tem. From most parts of the State the assurance comes that

the prohibitory features of the law are, and will be enforced
;

though every expedient which avarice, appetite, and legal chi-

canery can suggest has been and will be resorted to. to prevent

it. And in some instances the rum party has triumphed by the

help of jurors so debased as to bring in a verdict not according

to facts, as their oaths required, but according to their views of

what ike law ought to be. It is earnestly to be desired that

our present laAV may be allowed to remain substantially un-

altered, till its efficiency in banishing from our State the indis-

criminate traffic in intoxicating drinks is fairly tested. The

interests of temperance require this ; and the higher interests

of Christ's kingdom seem to require the same. There can be

little doubt that the feeling awakened in this cause in the for-

mer part of the last winter, during the pendency of the ques-

tion before the people, served to divert the attention of the

community from matters more intimately and immediately con-

nected with the salvation of the soul and the revival of God's

work. The exigencies of the case seemed to demand, for the

time being, a concentration of feeling and efl'ort to one thing.

The consequent diminution of interest and effort in reference

to the more comprehensive field of personal godliness and the

salvation of the soul, did not necessarily follow from this ; and

yet it was a result which, with a slight knowledge of human

nature, might have been anticipated. We trust therefore, on

all accounts, that the full tide of successful experiment which is

now bearing us rapidly onward in this reform, may not be in-

terrupted, till the wisdom—or if any still think it must be so,

folly—of our present law is fully established. Wo have heard

during the progress of our meeting, from the venerable Regis-

ter of this Convention, of the rich and extensive revivals which

followed a great.agitation of the cause of Peace in this State

a little more than twenty years ago. We trust that the agita-
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tion through which we have passed on the subject of tempe-

rance, and the happy results at which we have arrived, may
prove to be not less a preparative lo:\ and harbinger of, the

the triumphs of God's grace in quickening the people of God,

and in turninq; men to righteousness.
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

* Not reported. S. S., stated supply. Ministers not members of Ass-^-

ciation, in italics,

1. Korth Western Association.

Al burgh,

Bakersfield,

Berkshire, East.*

West,*
Cambridge,
Eden,
Enosburgh,
Fairfax.

Fairfield,

Franklin,

Fletcher,*

Georgia,

Highgate,

Johnson,
Montgomery,
Morristo-wn,

Sheldon,

St. Albans, 1st.

^ " Bay,
hwanton,
Waterville,

Westford,

Wolcott,

Total. 23

17iCalvm B. Cady, s. s.,

109 Daniel Warren.
60|

51 C. Granger, s. s.,

21

162 Cephas H. Kent,

54!

47 Charles C. Adams,
41 Lyndon S. French,

92 Geo. W. Ranslow,

52|

105

53
93
34
129

75

94

151

38

[Jas. Dougherty,
Sewall Paine,

S. Robinson,

Preston Taylor, s. s..

Ebenezer Cutler,

E. W. Kellogg, s. s.,

Eben. H. Dorman,
John Gleed, s. s.,

J. H. Woodward,
Carey Russell, s. s.,

15111 17

1852

Unsettled. — Worthington Smith, D. D., President of Univer-

sity of Vermont, Burlington; John Wheeler, D. D., Burlington;

Henry P. Hickok, Burlington; Samuel Marsh, Underbill; E.

J. Boardman, Randolph Centre; B. B, Newton, St. Albans; Ter-

tius Reynolds, Fairfax; Amos J. Sampson, Swanton.
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4. Montpelier Association.

Churchea.
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9. Bennington Association.

Churches.
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12. Windham Association.—Conhnwet?.

Churches.
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NEW-YORK

The General Association of New York convened for its

Twentieth Annual Session, at the Congregational Church in

Owego, on Wednesday, August 24, 1853, at 10 A. M., Rev. B.

B. Parsons was chosen Moderator ; Rev. Henry Belden, Scribe
;

Rev. P. S. Pratt, Assistant Scribe ; Rev. 0. E. Daggett, D. D.,

Registrar and Treasurer.

The Committee appointed last year, on the Statistics of Con-

gregational Churches in this State, presented a report which

was received with great interest ; of which the following is

an abstract :

The Churches reported are divided into three classes :

1. Independent Congregational Chui'ches, reported in the last

published Minutes of the General Association.

2. Independent Congregational Churches not so reported :

and

3. Congregational Churches connected with Presbytery on the

" Plan of Union."

The whole number of Congregational Churches in the State

^

so far as ascertained, is 361
;
of which 150 are reported in the

Minutes of the General Association, 90 more are Independent

Churches, and 121 are connected with Presbytery. Some 10 or

12 other Churches are included in the Minutes, several of which

are in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, near the borders of New
York.

Of the remaining Independent Churches in the State, severa

will naturally be included in the published Minutes for the

present year, in connection with the Associations recently formed
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in the Eastern and South-western portions of the State. Others

of them are Churches that have been newly organized, or have

withdrawn from Presbytery during the past year, most, or all

of which have already become connected with some District

Association, and will appear in the next Annual Minutes. Fif-

teen such Churches have been reported to the Committee, of

which nine have been newly formed, and six have withdrawn

during the year.

There are also a few of these Churches composed of persons of

treme views upon the slavery question, who are not satisfied

with the moderate and Christian anti-slaveryposition ofthe great

majority of the Congregational Churches and ministers in this

State, and who desire no ecclesiastical fellowship with this As-

sociation.

The number of Churches connected with Presbyterian bodies

upon the " Plan of Union," is probably considerably larger than

is here represented. The Committee have found considerable

difficulty in obtaining the statistics of these, and are aware that

their list is incomplete. The great majority of them are con.

nected with that branch of the Presbyterian Church whose

General Assembly met last at Buffalo, and are reported in their

published Minutes as regular Presbyterian Churches.

With respect to a number of counties, the Congregational

brethren residing in the neighborhood have not been in posses-

sion of the information desired, nor able to obtain it. In sev.

eral instances it has been promptly and cheerfully furnished by

esteemed ministerial brethren of the Presbyterian Church ; but

others of them have treated the matter with entire neglect, and

some have entirely refused to communicate the information

which we had courteously asked at their hands.

These circumstances render our Report of the '' Plan of

Union " Churches necessarily incomplete, but the probable num-

ber is about one hundred and fifty.

The list of Churches whose form of government has been

changed from Congregational to Presbyterian, is probably far

from including all such changes, although substantially correct
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SO far as it goes. The whole number so reported is seventy-five,

and among them are some of the most prominent and important

Churches in the State. The First Presbyterian Churches in

the villages of Binghamton, Owego, Elmira, Eome, xVuburn,

Palmyra, Brockport, Batavia, Warsaw and Fredonia, and the

First Presbyterian Church of the city of Buffalo, are among

the number.

One of the most striking deficiencies suggested by our Report,

is the lack of an adequate number of well-qualified and efficient

ministers of our own denomination. On account of it, many of

our Churches are in a feeble and languishing state, and many

that are thoroughly Congregational in sentiment and practice,

remain in a state of dependency upon another denomination.

Several of the Independent Churches, and the great majority of

he " Plan of Union " Churches, have Presbyterian pastors or

tated supplies, and a considerable number are entirely destitute

»f ministerial aid. Probably the excess of Congregational

]!hurches over the ministers of the same denomination in the

Hate, is not less than one hundred and fifty.

In many of the " Plan of Union " Churches, the great mass

of members are still thoroughly Congregational- They are

with us in sentiment and sympathy, and would prefer to be with

us in fact. Some of them maintain their present connection,

and perhaps wisely, for the sake of internal harmony, and to

avoid division in the Church. But there are others who would

be with us if their ministers were with us. It is manifest that

there is needed, both in this and the Western States, a great in-

crease of ministerial aid—of men sound in the faith, who love

the order of our Pilgrim Fathers, and are thoroughly fur-

nished for the work.

Yet, with all these disadvantages there is abundant reason

for encouragement. The North-eastern, the Southern, and

the Western portions of the State, are still to a great extent

Congregational, and increasingly so. The New York and

Brooklyn Association numbers more than twenty Cliurches that

have come into existence within ten years. Fifteen new
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Churches, and two new District Associations, have been added

to our number during the past year, and there is hope of still

larger increase.

Let us, therefore, " thank God and take courage ;
" and while

we regard sacredly the rights of our brethren of other evangelical

denominations, and manifest towards all ofthem uniform kindness

and Christian courtesy, let us labor with renewed diligence and

effort for the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom, and for

the extension of the principles of Christian faith and ecclesiasti-

cal polity which our fathers loved, and which we hold dear.

In the evening Rev. 0. E. Daggett, D. D., preached a sermon

from Philemon, 2nd verse, " To the Church in thy house."

The first hour of the morning sessions was spent in prayer.

Some statements having been made in regard to the condition

of the Churches in Western Pennsylvania, and various reports

having been presented by delegates to and from corresponding

bodies, in reference to the condition and progress of religion

within their bounds, it was

Resolved^ That a Committee of five be appointed to consider

the subject of an increased supply of Congregational Ministers,

and of Missionary labor in feeble and destitute Churches, and re-

port at the next meeting of the General Association. Rev.

Messrs. R. S. Storrs, Jr., Ray Palmer, D. D., William Bement,

B. B. Parsons and 0. E. Daggett, D. D., were appointed said

Committee.

Drs. Lansing and Daggett, and Rev. W. Bement, were ap-

pointed a Home Missionarj'' Committee ; and to them was re-

ferred the following report on Western Pennsylvania :

That the territory contiguous to the line dividing the States

of New York and Pennsylvania constitutes an important field

of Missionary labor, and ought to be explored and- cultivated

much more efficiently than has heretofore been done, or is likely

to be under. the present system of culture.

In the efforts that may be made to supply this destitution,

while we would adhere to the right of pre-occupancy, as re-

cognized in our relations with the Presbyterian Church, we un.
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derstand that right to apply to an actual pre-occupancy, and

not a merely nominal one, and we are satisfied that the rule,

grounded on that right, ought not to be so rigidly enforced, as

to operate oppressively upon individual congregations.

At 3 o'clock the business of the Association was suspended for

the purpose of engaging in religious worship. Rev. J. H. Bis-

bee, delegate from the Association of Massachusetts, preached

from Col. 1 : 28, " Whom we preach, &c." After the sermon

the Association united with the Church in Owego in celebrat

ing the Lord's Supper.

The following Delegates to Foreign Bodies were appointed :

Principal. Alternate.

Rev.HenryBelden, \ Rev. M. S. Piatt,

" Amazi Camp, \ " S.M.Campbell,

General Conference
of Maine,

Gen. Association of

New Hampshire,
General Convention

of Vermont,
Gen. Association of

Massachusetts,

Gen. Association of

Connecticut,

Evangelical Consocia-

tion of Rhode Is-

land,

Gen. Association of
Illinois,

Gen. Association of
Michigan,

Presbyterian & Cong.
Convention of Wis-
consin.

General Assembly of
Pres. Church, N.S.,

Gen. Association of

Iowa,
Gen. Convention of

Ohio,

" Thos. Harries, \ " C. C. Stevens,

" B. B. Parsons, \
" N.H.Eggleston,

" S. P. Marvin,

" Pindar Field,

" C.O.Reynolds,

" WilliamPatton,
D. D.

-D. C. Lansing,
S^

.
^^^^^^^^^ ^.^^^^

} " P. C. Pettibone

( •' W.T.Reynokls; "

( " RayPalmer,DD. ;
'

I " J. H. Dill, S
" Z. Eddy,

I " L. F. Waldo,
J-

" Wm. Bement,

" Wm. P. Marsh,

" H. T. Cheever,

R. S. Storrs,Jr,
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The following resolutions wore adopted :

Resolved, That in continuing our correspondence with ecclesi-

astical bodies having Churches in slave-holding States,, this As-

sociation, so far from expressing any satisfaction with the prac-

tice of slave-holding, desire it to be understood that, in connec-

tion with other objects, it is for the purpose of bearing their

continued and earnest testimony against the sin of slave-holding

and exerting their appropriate influence in favor of its speedy

removal.

Resolved, That while the General Association of New York
entertain a profound regard for our large publishing societies,

and rejoice in the great good* they are accomplishing, they

would express an earnest desire that these societies would not

make the subject of slavery an exception in their efforts to rid

the world of all iniquity by diffusing throughout it an evangel-

ical literature, but would set forth in their publications the sen-

timent of our common Christianity on the enormous sin of slavery

with the same freedom and faithfulness with which they exhibit

and rebuke all other sins.

CHURCH EDIFICES FOR THE WEST.

Resolved, That the General Association regard with interest

and favor the publication on the subject of Church building,

about to be issued by the Committee of the late Albany Con-

vention, and particularly the drawings prepared for that work
and laid before this Association at the present meeting. We
have reason to believe that the publication in question will be

fitted to diffuse proper examples and suggestions on the subject

of which it treats, and we recommend it accordingly to the at-

tention of the ministers and congregations in our connection.

AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL UNION.

Resolved, That this Association rejoice in the recent formation

of the American Congregational Union, whose executive office

is located in the city of New York, and that we commend it to

the attention and support of the members of our Churches as

the means of cultivating among us a more intimate and useful
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acquaintance, and of promoting in our State and tliroughout

our country the spread of that simple and Scriptural Church

polity, which we so much love and which we deem so promotive

of the interest of the Redeemer's kingdom. The rooms of the

Union will be our Congregational home as we have occasion to

visit the metropolis where they are located, and the books of

the Secretary, together with the accumulating deposits in the

library, will be the means of furnishing information of the most

reliable and valuable character in respect to our fast multiply-

ing Churches.

COXGEEGATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

Resolved, That we hail with much satisfaction the formation

at Boston of the Congregational Library Association, in the

confidence that the historic memorials which it has for its pur-

pose to gather from the rich fields of New England, will be a

source of instruction and guidance to us in extending the reach

of that polity which has so long blessed New England, and

which we desire to see imparting its benefits to the farthest

west.

ALBANY CONVENTION.

Resolved, That this Association cannot fail to rejoice in the

manifest good results which have already followed the meeting

of the recent Convention at Albany, and the still greater re-

sults which we are warranted to expect will flow from it. We
are glad to remember that this Associaiion was first to move in

calling that Convention, and we take satisfaction in the knowL
edge that the dignified discussions, the Christian spirit and gen-

erous resolves of that body have called the earnest attention of

the public to that system of Church polity so accordant v/ith

Scripture and so congenial with our republican civil institutions,

which only needs to be known to commend itself to the favor

of all intelligent and unprejudiced minds.

During the evening session the Association took a recess for

public worship. Rev. D. C. Lansing, D. D., preached a sermon

from Ezek., 10 : 3L
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After the religious exercises, business was resumed, and the

following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That this Association have listened with the greatest

interest to a statement by the Rev. M. H. Baldwin, Secretary of

the Society for the promotion of Collegiate and Theological Ed-

ucation at the West. We rejoice in the labors of that Society,

and hail it as one peculiarly adapted to promote the best interests

of our Churches and people in the western and central regions

of our country, and therein of promoting the great cause of re-

demption, in which we all have a common interest. As such we
commend it to the regard and the helpful co-operation of our

Churches.

After hearing a statement from the Central Committee in re-

lation to the fund in aid of destitute Churches at the West, the

Association adjourned, to meet at the Congregational Church

in Columbia village, town of Madrid, St. Lawrence county, on

Wednesday, August 25, 1854, at 10, A. M.

Rev. P. C. Pettibone, to preach the Annual Sermon.

Rev. W. Bement, to preach on Home Missions.
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ABSTRACT OF NARRATIVE.

The reports from the several churches through the District

Associations, furnish evidence that the stream of Divine bless-

ing has been flowing, and in some parts richly watering this

section of the garden of God. There is evidence,

First, of a growing interest in our own system of ecclesiasti-

cal organization, polity and discipline. There is annually ac-

cumulating proof that it is what the language of reproach has

represented it to be, "migratory"—it has already migrated from

the Atlantic to the Pacific, and is both adapted and destined to

traverse the entire world of men. An impulse in this direction.

of no feeble character, was received from the late auspicious

gathering from all parts of the nation, even from Oregon—the

Albany Convention. Two new district associations have been

organised during the year, and are now admitted to this body,

—the Albany Association, and the Puritan Association of

Alleghany and Wyoming. Both of these came into existence

under encouraging circumstances. The former embraces two

recently organized churches, besides that at Albany. Other

district Associations are receiving new strength, by the adhe-

sion of churches which are disposed spontaneously to abandon

the uncongenial and unnatural position assigned them by the

"plan of union," under church judicatories of a different genius

from that of their own simple republicanism, and to affiliate

with churches of their own stamp.

There is evidence, secondly, of progress in the common labors

and enterprises of Christianity. The Gospel has not only been

preached with interest to attentive congregations, but has

proved itself the year past an instrument of power. Know-

ledge of Divine truth and duty is imparted to multitudes of
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children, youth, and adults by Biblical instruction. Temper-

ance principles steadily gain strength, encouraging the hope of

a speedy achievemcnr of a triumph in this State, which prohibi-

tory law has given in other States. The cause of human free-

dom enlists more and more the deep, pure, strong sympathies of

Christian hearts in behalf of men groaning in bondage. The

great evangelical law of beneficence taking firmer hold on many

Christians and churches—parental influence developing its pre-

cious fruits in families—an enlarged diffusion of the spirit of

grayer, and of general harmony and peace—furnish evidence

that during the past year the ministrations of the Word have

not been unattended by the power of God unto salvation.

In every one of the associations reported, and in several

churches in most of them, special tokens of Divine favor have

been enjoyed. In one church are reported ninety to a hundred

hopeful conversions, and ''a condition of the Sabbath Schools

never before exceeded in prosperity and interest." In other

instances " gracious influences of the Holy Ghost have added

not a few to the Lord, and greatly refreshed his people, and

increased their Christian fidelity." New churches have been

organized, and new edifices built
;
giving external as well as

internal indications of the Divine favor which call upon the

churches for no ordinary measure of gratitude and praise.

There are not wanting admonitions to diligence and fidelity.

Rev. AsAHEL Norton, D.D., has been removed by death, after

a pastorate of forty years. "He departed in peace, full of days,

and crowned with honor, to receive as we trust a glorious re-

ward after the conflicts of eighty-eight years."

Rev. Nathaniel Dutton, for thirty years pastor in Champion,

has also been summoned from his labor. " A man of pure faith,

firm in Congregational principles, and one of the earliest minis-

ters in Jefferson Countv."
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THE PASTORAL LETTER

Of the General Association of New-York, points to " some of

the most important duties suggested by our denominational pros-

perity, the faithful observance of which is indispensable to our

future unity and enlargement."

Note.—This letter refers to facts of sucli general interest, and urges to

duties of such importance, that we depart from the plan necessarily adopted

in reference to the Pastoral addresses, omitting, however, all not absolutely

essential to its eompletenea?.

Let us briefly review our history, tliat in its light we may
discover our duties in their most obvious, impressive, and legi-

timate aspects. Until a recent date our existence beyond the

bounds of New England was not always readily acknowledged
;

and where we were recognized, it was often with jealousy and

intolerance. Those of us who manifested an enlightened pre-

ference for our polity were often suspected of theological de-

fection, and if treated as a part of the Christian family, it was

too frequently the result of the powerful influence of New
England churches, rather than of a cordial, fraternal love for

us as a part of the great brotherhood of Christ.

But it is so no longer. One has become a thousand, and a

small one a strong people. The increase in our churches has

exceeded our expectations, some of which have had the ordi-

nary growth of an age in a few fleeting months, particularly

those planted in the great centers of influence throughout the

State. Their enlargement has not been spasmodic nor morbid.

Though they have grown with such rapidity, they bear none of

the signs of inherent weakness and mortality common to orga-

nizations effected by the efl'ervescence of a popular, ill-guided

excitement. They possess the elements of spiritual life, which
11
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have been efficiently operating through them in numerous chan-

nels for the amelioration of the world. And if as much cannot

be said of the devout and enterprising spirit of all our churches

still their growth has generally been steady and healthful.

Our right to exist as a distinctive body beyond the bounds

of New England, is therefore no longer a mooted question. We
are now the acknowledged members of the household of ChrLit.

His visible body is incomplete without us. His glory is pro-

moted by our advancement, and no great effort for the promo-

tion of intelligence, virtue or religion, that demands the gen-

eral co-operation of God's people, can well succeed that ignores

our existence or disregards our aid.

Such is the pleasing aspect of our ecclesiastical history, from

which we may obtain lessons of great moment and practical

utility. As circumstances impose obligations, our denomin-

ational prosperity naturally suggests the observance of certain

duties, as indispensable to future success.

First. We may learn from our progress the importance of

justly appreciating the nature and utility of our ecclesiastical

polity. Any system that succeeds well deserves favorable con-

sideration, and if the Master has given ours the distinguishing

seal of his approbation, both in his revealed Word and by the

special interposition of his grace, it certainly merits such an

investigation as will lead to a correct apprehension of its car-

dinal principles and practical operations. This is indispensa-

ble to an intelligent estimation and support of Congregational-

ism. To be duly valued it must be rightly understood, and a

just appreciation of its principles is necessary to a practical

development of its efficiency and adaptation to the varied states

and exigencies of our churches.

If the administration of our ecclesiastical polity were abso-

lutely committed to the pastors, it might be sufficient for them

to be versed in the principles of church government. But as

all the members of our churches are called to aid in its admin-

istration, all should be enlightened respecting the nature and

practical application of our theory.
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The principles of this theory are found in the Scriptures, and

their application and utility are especially seen in the Acts of

the Apostles. If, therefore, Ave would be instructed in aposto-

lic principles of church government, we must studiously investi-

gate the revealed will of God on the subject. And as an aid to

a better understanding of its principles, we would recommend

each member to secure some popular treatise on Congregational-

ism.* We would affectionately urge you to peruse with care

such a work, until you individually understand, to some consi-

derable extent at least, the science of church government and

the best mode of its administration.

If this duty had been duly attended to during the last half

century by our brethren and fathers of New England, we could

now have numbered, west of Connecticut, some two thousand

churches formed after their own simple scriptural model. For

the last eight or ten years this apathy has been gradually dis-

appearing. Congregationalists have given the subject greater

attention, the fruits of which may justly excite our admiration

and gratitude. "We therefore affectionately entreat you ever to

give this subject a proper share of consideration and regard
;

the effect of which will be as happy in the future as in the past.

The faithful exercise of discipline in our churches will follow as

a necessary, legitimate consequence ; unity and peace will pre-

side in our midst ; multitudes will be won to frequent our sanc-

tuaries and seek our fellowship ; and another generation may
witness the diffusive energy and utility of our principles in the

organization and government of numerous churches, not only

in our own State, but all along from the slope of the Allegha-

nies to the surges of the Pacific. And everywhere, under the

shadow of their influence, will grow up popular institutions of

learning and all the concomitant blessings of Christian civili-

zation and refinement.

Second. We may also learn from our past prosperity the duty

of properly adhering to our ecclesiastical polity. No enterprise

* Without depreciating any of the works on this subject now ia use, we would say that

"PuNCHAED on Congregationalism" ia well adapted to popular use.
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can succeed without attention. It may possess intrinsic excel-

lencies, but its unaided goodness will never insure its success.

The Bible is the oracle of Heaven, and a light to illumine the

gloomy, untrodden pathway of mortals, but we must give heed

to its utterances and follow its illuminations, or it cannot ac-

complish its work of mercy. We must not expect that our

ecclesiastical polity will take care of itself. That it is wisely

conceived, well calculated to protect individual interests, to

bring out the latent energies of the brotherhood, and worthy

of universal approbation, we fully believe. But these excel-

lencies will not sustain it without your attention and support.

We would therefore exhort each of you to attend habitually the

business meetings of the church with which you are connected,

and take a part in its deliberations and decisions. This is both

a duty and a privilege ; and none should forego the privilege

nor neglect the obligation. Inattention in this particular is a

practical relinquishment of your own system. It is throwing

the government into the hands of a few, and presenting the ano-

malous aspect of professedly democratic communities controlled

by comparatively few of their members.

Third. Another duty suggested by our advancement, is to

guard with perpetual vigilance against the indulgence of denom-

inational vanity, and an undue reliance upon church polity.

Our reliance must be on God, and our exultation must be in

Him only. Our past prosperity is as attributable to His in-

fluence, as the growth of vegetation is to the rain, the solar

light and heat. If our increase begets self-reliance and sectar-

ian bigotry, the days of our prosperity are numbered, and

"tekel" is written on the walls of our sanctuaries. But if we
cease not to rely upon Him, our future career will be made in-

creasingly glorious by the delightful acquisition of numerous

trophies to fill our churches and grace the triumph of our holy

religion.

Fourth. Our past prosperity also suggests the duty of em-

ploying every appropriate means to secure future success.

If the wisdom and efficiency of our principles were question-

able, we might hesitate before making an additional outlay of
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time and means for their extension, fearing it might be a prodigal

expenditure which could be more frugally and efficiently em-

ployed in some other ecclesiastical organization. But the con-

formity of our economy to the Word of God, its capacity for

harmonizing the views and coalescing the energies of His peo-

ple, and the success which has attended its administration, de-

monstrate its intrinsic excellency and adaptation to the varied

condition and exigencies of the churches. It was fitted to the

Pilgrims of the Mayflower, in exile, on the ocean, and on the

virgin soil of the unbroken 'wilderness. And as they outgrew

their feebleness, multiplied their churches, and enlarged the

body politic, it proved itself adequate to every emergency.

The mutations of eight generations have tested its recuperative

energy in every reversion, its adequacy to promote the unity

and peace of the churches and their mutual fraternization, and

its efficiency in extending the Redeemer's kingdom throughout

the nation and the world. New England owes no little of her

greatness and glory to these principles. She is what her reli-

gion has made her. We may refer to the late General Conven-

tion at Albany for a more recent development of the wisdom

and efficiency of our principles on an enlarged scale. It is no

ordinary occurrence to see so numerous a body of men discuss-

ing the most exciting topics in the spirit of fraternal kindness,

and after full and free discussion, reaching an entirely harmon-

ious conclusion. Equally harmonious were all its doings ; the

wisdom and large-hearted benevolence of which will be seen in

their reflex influence on the churches in the East ; in aiding in

the erection of upward of five hundred churches in the West

;

and in exciting other denominations to make corresponding and

even greater efforts for the extension of the kingdom of our

common Lord. With these facts before us, so obviously estab-

lishing the adaptation and utility of our principles, it certainly

is our duty to employ every appropriate means for their exten-

sion. Not with a bigoted zeal, but an enlightened preference,

Not as if they were the whole of the Gospel, but as its hand-

maid, to serve its interest—as a means by which we may enjoy

the Gospel, and extend its triumphs throughout the world.
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Among the most essential means to be used are these :

Increased liberality in the remuneration of your pastors. This

is in many cases indispensable. Their frequent removals—

a

formidable obstacle to the growth of our churches—are too

often attributable to the parsimonious provision made for their

support ;
some are even tempted to relinquish their work by

the want of a sufficient support
; and many a pious, promising

youth is turned from the ministry by the fear of future destitu-

tion. This painful result can be avoided by a more generous

support of those already in the pastoral office.
—"They that

preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel."

The encouragement oj pious young men to preparefor preaching

the Gospel. This did not appear so essential ten years ago, but

now it is an imperative duty, because the demand for pastors ap-

pears greater than the supply. We would therefore urge you to

set this subject fairly before the youth in your respective families

and congregations, and if they are too indigent to obtain the

educational qualifications for the work, it will be your privi-

lege to contribute to their aid ; and if that proves an inade-

quate revenue, to recommend them to the favorable considera-

tion of some of the educational societies.

The adojition of a systematic and enlarged habit of benefi-

cence. The past disinterestedness of the New England

churches, in pouring their wealth so freely and largely into the

treasures of our benevolent institutions, and in many cases to

aid other denominations, shows that Congregationalism has but

little sectarianism, and that its friends have much of the large-

hearted benevolence of their Master. A similar course pur-

sued by you, will equally honor your principles, by showing

that they naturally beget benevolence and call forth the gener-

ous contributions of the brotherhood for the enlightenment and

amelioration of the world.

The letter closes by urging upon all the cultivation of personal piety, as

essential to individual and ecclesiastical prosperity, and as the means of pre-

paring themselves and others for the services and bliss of heaven.
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

\Eeported last year, f Not Members of this Association, t Congrega-

tional Churches connected with Presbytery. § Not reported.
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2. Black River Consociation.

Churches. | "/f-'"
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4. St. Lawrence Consociation.

Churches.
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5. Consociation of Western New Yorls..— Continued.

Cliurches.
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7. Association of New York and Brooklyn.— Coyitinued.

N. Eng'd ch.jWmsburg,
Flushing,*

Morrisania,*

Lumberland, )

Barrvville,
)

Middletown,
Mount Hope,*
Chester, N. J.*

Patterson. N. J.*

Newark, N. J.

1851

1851

1851

1850

72;Thos. K. Beecher,

340. 0. Reynolds,

35|EdwardF. Ross,

^n'Felix Kyte,

14l|s. Y. Lum,

I

Vacant,

14-2'L. J. Stoutenburgh,

200 S. D. Cochran,

275 Charles Beecher,

1851

1851

1851

183-2

1852

1841

1842
1844

1851

1852
1851

1832
1833

1850

1841

1851

1850

Additional Members.—John Marsh, D. D., Sec. Am. Temp. Union;

W. W. Wallace, Amzi Camp, City Miss., Wm. Patton, D. D.>

New York ; Samuel Backus, City Miss., Ebenezer Piatt, John

Gribbs, Brooklyn ; Lebbeus Armstrong, Jonesville ; J. Harrison}

Noah Coe, City Mis?., B. Lockwood, Williamsburg; Harris Righter,

Oyster Bay ; H. Woodruff, Huntington ; 0. E. Everest, Peru.

8. Ontario Association.
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9. Susquehanna Association.—Con^mued.

Chnrclies.
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PENNSYLVANIA.

There are but few Congregational Churches in this State, and

of these a complete report cannot be presented, as there are no

associations, and our limited time did not allow of a wider

correspondence with the pastors or missionaries who may be

laboring in different parts of the State, ahnost or altogether

unknown even to those who are cultivating other parts of the

same field by the same mode of spiritual husbandry. It is

hoped that before another " Year-Book " shall be issued, such

an advance will have been made in the organized union of the

churches, and such information communicated to the Secretary

of the Union as shall render the statistics of the State far more

satisfactory and complete.

The principal reason why the Congregational Churches are

so few and so small, is that in the region in which they have been

planted the population is almost entirely German, Scotch and

Irish. There is but little liberal ecclesiastical sentiment, and

little interest in the subject of C^hurch polity ; and no great in-

crease of orderly and thriving Congregational Churches can be

hoped for until a new generation shall have been trained in the

principles and exercise of self-government.

The church in Mercer was organized in 1847. Rev. D. R.

Barker assisted in its formation, and has been its only Pastor.

It now numbers forty members, and has built a good house,

which has been occupied for two seasons.

The church in Wilmington, Mercer county, was organized
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about three years since, and now numbers fifteen. Rev. D. R.

Barker assisted in its formation, and is now its Pastor.

The church in Salem, Mercer county, is about the same age

and extent, and has the same Pastor. More than half of the

members have emigrated West, which leaves it in this weak

state.

The church in West Greenville was formed in 1849 by Rev.

Joseph Barris. It has passed through many changes, and is

now small, numbering not more than twenty-five, and is at

present supplied by Rev. D. R. Barker, as far as his other du-

ties will allow.

These churches have all houses to worship in, and it is

hoped will be growing and useful.

In Randolph, Crawford county, there is a church formerly

connected v.dth an association, which is supposed no longer to

exist. Rev. Mr. Smith is its Pastor, and it numbers from sixty

to eighty members.

The church at Cambridge, Crawford county, was formed two

years since by Rev. L. L. Radcliffe, who is still its Pastor. The

church is small, but they have a good house, which they have

recently finished.

The church in Conneaut, Crawford county, has a convenient

house, and is sustaining a Pastor, Rev. W. T. Chamberlin, but

its age and numbers are not known.

It is believed that other Congregational Churches exist in

other parts of the State, but no account of them could be pro-

cured for this volume.

The churches above referred to are represented as cultiva-

ting a catholic spirit, and as prizing highly the principle of re-

ligious liberty; which is kept alive by true Congregationalism.

It would be greatly to their advantage to cultivate a closer

intimacy with the churches of their own order in other States
;

and the study of the report from Michigan, with its valuable

appendix, inserted in this volume, could hardly fail to dispose

them to seek it. Such an intimacy has been happily com-

menced, as will be seen by referring to the minutes of the New
York Association.
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The Congregational Church in the City of Washington has

had to contend with many difficulties since its formation a

year ago. Its oldest members have been called away by death,

and the first minister was compelled to leave his charge on ac-

count of sickness : but a commodious and comfortable house has

been purchased in a central and beautiful locality, and a pastor

has been recently elected—Rev. Alexander Duncanson—who has

the confidence of the ministers and churches in Massachusetts.

There is reason to hope that another year will witness a large

increase.
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OHIO.

In compliance with a call issued by the Marietta Consociation,

a Convention of Ministers and Delegates from Congregational

Churches in Ohio, met at Mansfield, Richland County, June 23,

1852, to take measures, if thought expedient, to organize a

State Congregational Conference.

Rev. J. B. Walker, of Mansfield, Moderator ; Rev. W. Wake-
field, Madison, and Rev.M. E. Strieby, Mt..Vernon, Secretaries.

After devotional exercises, reports were presented from the

Associations and Churches, of the number, condition, and rela-

tions of the Congregational Churches of the State. On the fol-

.

lowing day, after prayer and conference, the following report,

on the basis of a State organization, from the business commit-

tee, was unanimously adopted :

Believing that the time has come for the formation of a State

organization among the Congregational Churches of Ohio,

which shall secure harmony of sentiment and co-operation of

action, we, in Convention assembled, recommend the system of a

General Conference, upon the following doctrinal basis, which

we understand to be, for substance of doctrine, in harmony with

the Westminster Shorter Catechism, and with the system cur-

rently known as New-England Divinity.

ARTICLES OP FAITH.

We believe that there is one only living and true God, self-

existent, and infinite in every perfection—the Creator, Pre-

server, and Governor of the universe.

That God is revealed in the Scriptures as the Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost ; that these three are in essence one, and in all

Divine attributes equal.
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That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the

Word of God given by inspiration, and are the only unerrino-

rule of faith and practice.

That man was at first created in a state of perfection ; from

which he fell by transgressing the divine commands : and that

in consequence of his disobedience, the hearts of all men, until

renewed by divine grace, are without holiness and wholly alien-

ated from God.

That man, as a sinner, deserves tlie curse of God, which is

eternal death ; that he can make no atonement for his sins, nor

in any way deliver himself from the just penalty of the divine

law.

That God has by the death of his Son, provided an ample

atonement for the sins of the world ,• that salvation is freely

offered to all ; and that all who truly repent and believe in

Christ, shall be saved ; and that those who reject the Gospel,

will perish through their own impenitence and unbelief.

That the hearts of men are so desperately wicked and averse

to God and holiness, that if left to themselves, they will with

one accord, reject the offers of pardon through Christ, and per-

ish ; but that God, in the sovereignty of his love, and to mag-

nify the riches of his grace, has from all eternity purposed to

bring an innumerable multitude to repentance, and finally to

glory ; and that all who are saved, will owe their salvation to

the mercy of God alone, and not to any works or merits of

their own.

That without a change of heart, effected by the agency of the

Holy Spirit, no one can be an heir of eternal life ; and that all

who have been thus renewed, will be kept by the power of God,

through faith, unto salvation.

That Jesus Christ has a true Chnrcli in the world, consisting

of those who are friends to, and believei'S in Him, and that all

such, on a visible profession of their faith, have a light to its

sealing ordinances, (baitism and the Lord's Supper,) and to

baptism for their infant offspring.

That the Christian Sabbath is an institution of divine appoint-

ment, and its observance ot perpetual obliiration.

12
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That Jesus Christ will appear at the end of time, to raise

the dead, and judge the world ; and that all shall then receive

a sentence of just and final retribution—the wicked be doomed

to endless punishment and the righteous received to life ever-

lasting.

Thus have the Congregational Churches of Ohio planted them-

selves on the platform on which the New-England Churches

have ever stood. The entire session was marked with the ut-

most harmony and kindness of feeling. In the morning prayer

meetings, which were fully attended, the presence of God was

manifest, and from them a savor of divine influence was diffused

over all hearts.

Deeply penetrated with gratitude for its successful issue, the

Convention united in prayer and praise, and then adjourned

sine die.

Pursuant to the arrangements made at the above Convention,

the First Annual Conference was held at Mount Vernon, June

21, 1853.

The opening sermon was preached by Rev. Thomas Wickes,

from Gen. 3 : 15, on The Divine Plan of Revealing Christ ; with

accompanying devotional exercises.

Rev. Thomas Wickes was elected Moderator ;
Rev. S. P.

Leeds, Scribe ; Rev. Henry Cowles, Registrar.

The Committee for raising contributions to the Church Erec-

tion Fund, reported that the amount at present received was

$841.

An interlocutary meeting was held on the subject of disburs-

ing the portion ($8000) assigned to Ohio ; and on the following

day it was resolved,

1. That one State Committee be appointed, composed of three

ministers and two laymen.

2. That the delegates present from each local Association ap-

point one or more persons to serve as a local or sub-committee

within said Association, and that applications for aid be made

to the State Committee throui-h said local sub-committees.
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3. That the Central State Committee have power to grant

aid either through the local committees, or where there are no

local committees, to feeble Churches directly.

4. That the State Committee be instructed to correspond

with the Eastern Committee on the Church-building fund and to

follow the advice they thus gain, whether it be to grant aid ex-

clusively in the future erection of Churches, or whether it be in

like manner to assist such Churches as shall be deemed most de-

serving in extinguishing debts already contracted in rearing

houses of worshij).

5. That the State Committee limit their grant of aid to such

Churches as have not incurred debt in building houses of wor-

ship until they receive advice to the contrary from the Eastern

Committee, and in those cases where they are left by that Com-

mittee to their own responsibility.

Voted to appoint the State Central Committee by ballot.

Rev. J. C. Hart ; Rev. Henry Cowles ; Rev. J. B. Walker
;

H. B. Spellman and A. T. Nye were chosen.

The local sub-committees, appointed by the respective local

associations were as follows :

Rev. A. Sandersox, Wellington,
"]

Rev. JoHX Pettitte, Bucyrus,
|

Seymour Stephens, N. Fairfield, \ Huron Co. Conference.

Charles Cook, Rg'fld 4 Corners,

Justus Rrown, Ripley,

Rev. Geo. Roberts, W. Wm'ld, > JYorth-Eastern Ohio

Rev. W. Wakefield, Madison, ) Conference.

DouglIsTutnTm, (
^^^'''^^'^ Conference.

Wm. Turner, Mt. Vernoa, } ^ . , ^; . a • ^ •

T rn 'ivreii c Central (J/iio ^Association.
JosiAH Tract, Mansfield, 5

Rev. H. Bushnell, Cincinnati, \- Cincinnati Association.

Rev. S. C. Leonard. Richfield, \ Puritan Con. Sum. ^ P. Cos.

Rev. R- Hatch, Mallet Creek, ? n*- j- n n £
G. Gardner, Chatham, \

"^^^^^^ ^'- Conference.

Rev. C. W. Torrey, E. Clevel'd, \ Indepen.Churches of Cuy.Co.

Voted that the Central Committee have power to fill their

own vacancies until next Annual Meeting.
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RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY.

1. That we regard slave-holding as a sin against God, and a

crime against man.

2. That we regard the Fugitive Slave Law as directly in con-

flict with the law of God, and deem it the duty of every Chris-

tian citizen to use his influence in all proper ways to secure its

repeal.

3. That as fellowship with slaveholders sanctions in the esti-

mation of many, the practice of slavery, the existence of the

relation should be taken as prima facie evidence of unworthi-

ness for Christian fellowship ; and if there be exceptions, those

exceptions should be made manifest by individuals who may be

implicated.

On the subject of electing good rulers, the following reso-

lution was passed :

" Inasmuch as it is righteousness only that exalteth a nation,

and none but good rulers can secure prosperity to a free people,

therefore we hold it to be the duty of all citizens, and especially

of professedly Christian citizens, to promote by all due means

the nomination and election to civil oflSce of men of temperate

habits, unblemished morals, and sound principles, to whatever

political party they may belong."

subject of intemperance.

The following resolutions were passed :

1. " That as the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is

productive of manifest and manifold evils in society, we rejoice

in the efi'orts to prohibit the liquor traffic and will use our in-

fluence as citizens and Christians to suppress the manufacture,

sale and use of intoxicating beverages, and to secure the pas-

sage of a prohibitory law.

2. " That we heartily endorse the principles of the Maine Li-

quor Law."
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Delegates were appointed to corresponding bodies, which had

appointed delegates to this body as follows :

General Association of Illinois, Rev. J. B. "Walker, Princi-

pal ; Rev. Joseph Hurlbut, Alternate ; General Association of

Michigan, Rev. John Keep, Principal ; Rev. S. C.Leonard,

Alternate.

The local conferences were recommended to procure, for the

use of the Churches of which they are composed, a copy of the

work on Church Architecture, issued by the Central Committee

in New York.

After devotional exercises. Conference adjourned, to meet at

Marietta, on the third Tuesday in June, 1854. Preacher, Rev.

J. B. Walker ; Alternate, Rev. S. C. Leonard.
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STATISW OF CHURCHES ON WESTERN RESERl^E.

Those marked " P." are Congregational Churches in connection with the Presby-

teries of the Western Reserve Synod.

Ashtabula County.
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Without Pastoral Charge.—Chester Chapiu, Brecksville ; Thomas
Lee, Phineas Kinsley, S. G. Clark, Agent A. B. C. F. M., Brook-
lyn

;
Wm. Day, Bethel Chaplain ; R. H. Leonard, Secretary ; S.

H. Lacy, E. N. Sawtell, Agents; S. Newbury, S. W. Burritt, Cleve-

land
;
Samuel Montgomery, Dover ; Joseph H. Breck, Newburg

;

Ebenezer "Ward, Solon ;
Timothy Willistou, {S. S., at Brunswick,)

Strongsville.

Erie County.
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Huron County.

Bedlow,
Bellevue,

Bronson. P.

Clarksfield,

Cook's Corners,

Fitchville,

Fairfield, North,

Greenfield, P.

Lyme, P.

Peru, P.

Ridgefield, P.

Ripley, P.
u

Buggies, P.

Sherman, P.

Wakeman, 1st cong. P
'' 2d cong.

Organ-
ized
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Lorain County.—Continued.

Huntington,

LaGrange,
Penfield,

Pittsfield,

Russia, Oberlin,

Ridgeville,

Rochester, P.

Sheffield,

Wellington, P.

43

12

41

88

1100

39

40
83

45

Vacant,

Vacant,

Sam'l Penfield,

( Chas. Gr. Finney,

\ John Morgan,
S. Montgomery, (-if-f;
Madison Elliott,

Jas. R. Wright,

A. R. Clark, {^^^IH,)
A. Sanderson,

Without Pastoral Charge.— D. A. Grosvenor, Elyria ; J. Keep,

Henry Cowles, Editor Evangelist ; James H. Fairchild, Henry E.

Peck, Henry E. Whipple, Timothy B. Hudson, James Munroe,

Resident Professors at Oberlin ; J. L. Tomlinson, Ridgeville.

Mahoning County.
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Portage County.—Continued.

ChurcBes.
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Trumbull Couatj.—Coyttinued.
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Churches.

Marietta,

Harmar,
Belpre,

Coolville,

McConnellsville,

Center.

Fearing,

Little Muskingum,
Lawrence,

Marietta Consociation.

I

Members. Ministere

310
85

50
45

30

Thomas Wickes,
David Gould,

Vacant,

Greorge B. Fry,

11

25,L. L.Fay,
84'

Settled

Ministers conmcted ivith Consociation^ now laboring out of its

bounds—George A. Rossiter, Buffalo, Virginia; Henry Rossiter,

Northwestern Ohio.

WELCH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES.

Paddy's Run, Butler county No Pastor.

Cincinnati, Hamilton county No Pastor.

Tyng-rhos, Jackson county John A. Davis.

Oakhill No Pastor.

Carmel Jonathan Thomas.

Pomeroy, Meigs county John H. Jones.

Youngstown, Mahoning county Thomas Evans.

Palmyra, Portage county John Williams.

Paris, Portage county John Williams.

Talmadge, Summit county No Pastor.

Newark, Licking county Thomas Evans.

Granville, Licking county Thomas Evans.

Granville, Licking county Rees Powell.

Radnor, Delaware county Evan Evans.

Delaware, Delaware county John Powell.

Columbus, Franklin county John Powell.

Brown Township No Pastor.

Welch Settlement, Allen county James David.
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From the statistics from which the foregoing tables are compiled, it

appears that there are on the Reserve 14 0. S. Presbyterian churches.

22 N. S., 63 Congregational Churches connected with N. S. Pres-

byteries; 84 Congregational Churches not connected with Presby-

teries ; 22 Congregational Churches, south of the Reserve, not con-

nected, and two connected. In the State, 106 Congregational Churches

not connected with Pres., 65 connected. Welch Congregational

Churches, 18,—Total, 189.

The Western Reserve was settled about the year 1800, by emigrants

from Connecticut, intermingled on the Eastern and Southern border

with emigrants from Pennsylvania and New York, and throughout are

many from the other New England States and New York. In most

places as great a proportion as nine in ten were Congregationalists.

The first ministers were Presbyterians, from Pennsylvania, and Con-

gregationalists from Connecticut. The earliest church organized was

in Austinburg, in the summer of 1S02; the second at Hudson, a few

months later. The earlier churches were formed as independent

churches, with the intention of uniting with each other upon Congre-

gational principles as soon as a sufficient number should be organized,

and the state of the country would permit. But before this was done

the " Plan of Union" was formed, and the churches were brought into

it. The church in Hudson united with Presbytery in April, 1815, and

many others probably about the same time. The churches subsequent-

ly formed were almost uniformly connected with Presbytery till about
1830-'35. Many were not satisfied with the plan of union. Most of

the members supposed it to be a temporary expedient, though minis-

ters claimed that it was to be permanent. After several years discus-

sion, the church in Hudson left Presbytery September, 1835, and

others soon after. From that time to the present, withdrawments

have been frequent, and new churches have been organized on strictly

Congregational principles.

Various attempts have been made to organize in times past, but the

organizations have not till recently possessed the elements of solidity

and permanence
;
they are, in fact, just now in a forming state. The

Marietta Consociation is the oldest now living; the Conference of

Northeastern Ohio was formed about the same time, and are now four

or five years old. The Puritan Association (Portage and Summit
Counties) was formed in November, 1852. Rev. Wm. Potter, Clari-

don
;
J. C. Hart, Hudson

; Prof S. A. Bartlett, W. R, C. ; Francis
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S. Fuller, Freedom ;
J. S. Graves, Aurora ; N. P. Bailey, Akron

; S.

P. Leeds, Cuyahoga Falls ; Kufus Nutting, Jr., Ravenna, (now Prof.

Illinois College;) J. M. Frazer, Troy; Wm. Dempsej, F. Chester,

members. The Lorain Conference was formed June 14, 1853. On
the 19th of the same month a meeting was held in Ohio city to form a

conference for that vicinity, and on the 20th a meeting was held at

Cuyahoga Falls to form a conference of seven churches which had

adopted the constitution.

The above particulars have been furnished by Rev. J. C. Hart,

Hudson, who thus concludes his letter :—" In this forming stage, it is

not surprising that our statistics should be deficient. Congregational

churches have hitherto been in a state of isolation
;

their ministers

for the most part connected with Presbytery, and it is true of many

still. Many of them are young and feeble, their isolation and the

struo-o-les they have passed through to get out of Presbytery have con-

tributed to this. We trust that Congregationalism has become a liv-

ing organism, destined to grow. But the difficulties we have had to

encounter, arising from connection with Presbytery and the Oberlin

controversies, have been probably greater than in any other State.

They are not all past yet, but we have hope and courage for the future.

" We are coming to know each other better, and to confide in each other

more."
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SEVENTH STREET CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, CINCINNATI.

In the autumn of 1841, a weekly prayer meeting was com-

menced in the western part of this city, and in the spring follow-

ing a Sabbath School was opened by a few individuals of the

Second Presbyterian church, of which the venerable Dr.

Beecher was then pastor. These steps were taken with the

hope, encouraged by Dr. B., that a way might be opened for

the formation of a new church in a portion of the city where

the population was rapidly increasing without a corresponding

increase in the means of religious instruction. After a short

experimental effort, the matter was brought before the Session
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of the church. Committees were appointed and the subject

discussed, and the Session ultimately concluded that the scheme

was impracticable.

The individuals engaged in the enterprise were, however,

unwilling to relinquish it
; and upon application to the Pres-

bytery they were duly organized, 37 in number, as the "George

Street Presbyterian Church ;" Dr. Beecher and Prof. Allen

officiating. As they stood in the place where they had so long

worshipped, about to take upon themselves the solemn respon-

sibilities and arduous duties of a pioneer church of Christ, Dr.

Beecher addressed them with affectionate and earnest sympa-

thy, in eloquent words of advice and encouragement, closing

with the exhortation, to remember amid all difficulties and dis-

couragements, that "where there is a will, there is a way."

On the evening of the day of their consecration, March 5,

1843, this devoted band met for the first time as an ecclesias-

tical body, in the Hall of the Engine and Hose Company on

George-street, with Prof. Allen for the temporary pastor. They
had left a wealthy and popular church with the sole desire of

extending the cause of Christ, and expected difficulties, and the

necessity for no small degree of self-denial, and such expecta-

tions have been fully realized.

After having been for above three years a Presbyterian

church, the Congregational form of government was assumed

by a vote of 56 to 5, (the Confession of Faith remaining the

same,) and its present name—" The First Orthodox Congrega-

tional Church of Cincinnati"—was adopted. About a year

previous to this, however, in consequence of the purchase of a

lot on Seventh-street for a church edifice, its original name had
been changed to that of "Seventh Street Presbyterian Church."

Prof. Allen was its temporary pastor for one year. The
second year. Dr. Beecher, then recently dismissed from the

Second Church, acted as stated supply. To these gentlemen

the church owes much, for their warm interest and many labors

in its behalf.

In Nov. 1845, Rev. Wm. I. Breed, who had been invited to

its pastorsliip, commenced his labors
; but before the year closed
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he returned to the East on account of the health of his family.

There he obtained for the Sabbath school connected with the

church, the donation of a valuable Library, as evidence of the

interest still cherished for its welfare.

In Oct., 1847, Rev. John K. Lord was installed as the first

Pastor of the church ; which relation he sustained until his death

by cholera, in July, 1849. His sound common-sense,—his tact

and self-control,—his habit of close study,—his life and affabil-

ity in the social circle,—and his eloquence in the pulpit,—com-

bined with an almost overwhelming sense of his responsibility,

—secured a respect and popularity in the church, and made an

impression upon the public seldonr exceeded by any man. During

the 21 months of his pastorate, the church edifice, which had

been suspended, was carried forward to completion, and two

months before his death was dedicated.

Eev. Willis Lord, D.D., was the second pastor. He was in-

stalled in the autumn of 1850, and resigned his charge in Sep-

tember, 1851.

Rev. James J). Butler, the present pastor, was installed Nov.

18, 1852.

For the first four years, the accessions to the membership of

the church numbered To, being an average of 19 annually.

During the pastorate of Rev. J. K. Lord, the accessions were

53. being an annual average of 33. During Dr. Lord's term of

one year there \rere 21. For the first four months of the pre-

sent year, (when the history was published from which these

statements are taken,) the accessions were 22. Of the 37 mem-

bers who formed the nucleus of the church, 3 have died, 5 have

united with a pioneer church still further West, 7 have left the

city, and 22 still remain members.

During several years the downfall of the church was predicted

by those unfriendly to its existence ; while "the millstc^ne of

debt tied about its neck by the sudden death of its first pastor,

just after the house of worship was finished," caused its friends

at times almost to despond. But emboldened by the increase

of the congregation, by the weekly contributions yielding at

the rate of $1,000 a year, and by the sewing circle raising

13
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nearly as much more, the society last summer resolved to raise

a subscription of $27,000. Half that sum was at once pledged,

and the last dollars of the remaining moiety were secured on the

last day of September. Less than one-ninth of this subscription

was obtained without the 'Church and Society
;
yet that foreign

aid was probably vital to the success of the movement. Ac-

cordingly, Congregationalism at the West will owe a perpetual

debt of gratitude to about three score liberal men,—foremost

among whom were Messrs. Bowen, MacNamee, and C. J. Sted-

man,—who upheld a church, with the fall of which Congre-

gationalism in southern Ohio seemed ready to expire.

It will be perceived that this church has passed through

great trials, and overcoming many and great obstacles, has

as yet been overcome by none. The true hearted members

who commenced theenterprize,and who from time to time have

joined it, have courageously stood by it "enduring all things,

and hoping all things." Some have repeatedly contributed

their whole annual income beyond the supply of their imme-

diate wants.

From the past we augur well for the future. There was

never more ground for encouragement. Wilh an energetic and

devoted pastor, with menibers public-spirited and determined,

together with other evidence that there is indeed "a will" for

the work, we may hope that God will open the "way" to

success.
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INDIANA.

The statistics of this State are necessarily imperfect from

facts of a similar nature to those which have been referred to in

the minutB§ of other States. There is but one District Asso-

ciation, and thin has not yet printed any minutes of its proceed-

ings, and the eight or ten other churches in the State are so

remote from each other as to forbid the formation of a second

Association.

Evangelical Association of the Watash Valley.

Terre Haute,
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churches were represented,—the church at Terre Haute and

the church at Marshall. It has licensed seven—three of whom
are settled pastors in Illinois ; three are unsettled ; and one

has gone to his rest, being broken down at the Gaboon mission,

Africa. The church in Terre Haute has admitted since its or-

ganization about 450 members : most of the churches are in a

flourishing condition ; walking in peace, purity, and harmony
;

and all of them, with the exception of Lost Creek, have good

church edifices ; two having been built within a year.

The Association has under its care a Seminary, located at

Marshall, Illinois, chartered in 1839, and built in 1851, at a

cost of about $7,000. It is capable of accommodating 200

pupils, and when finished about 300. Number in attendance

last session, 126. Its prospects of usefulness are very encour-

aging. It is beautifully located in a natural grove, upon some-

what of an eminence. Its architectural appearance is un-

equalled by any similar institution in this part of the country.

It has been favoured with a good class of teachers, and now has

the following :

Eev. Dean Andrews, Principal.

Mr. S. F. Andrews, Associate.

Mr. Wm. T. Adams,
,, -^,. , -, . Assistants.
Mrs. Eliza Andrews,

There are other Congregational churches of which no parti-

culars can now be given : one in Michigan city, having a set-

tled minister ; one at Elkheart, Elkheart Co. ;
and one at Or-

land, Striben Co., upon the " plan of Union ;" and one at each

of the following places, Ontario, Haw Patch, and Northport,

Lagrange Co. ; Brownville, and Ohio Township.
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ILLINOIS.

The General Association of Illinois met at Quincy, May 19,

1853, at half-past 7, p.m.

The opening sermon was preached by Rev. F. Bascom, from

Luke 4 : 18.

On the following morning a prayer meeting was held at

sunrise.

The following officers were chosen for the ensuing year :

Rev. M. K. Whittlesey, Moderator.
" James A. Hawley, Clerk.

" F. Bascom, Registrar.

" M. K. Whittlesey, Cor. Secretary.

It was resolved that a committee bcappointed to nominate

the committee for the disbursement of the portion of the

$50,000 fund appropriated to this State, and that the com-

mittee of disbursement be located in different parts of the

State.

The following persons were nominated and elected as the

disbursing committee, with power to fill any vacancy in theii

number which may occur : Revs. F. Bascom, W. Carter

and N. C. Clark, and brethren M. Pettengill, and Elihr

Wolcott.
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The following Delegates to Corresponding Bodies Vi»ere ap-

pointed :

Gen. Con. of Maine, Rev.Messrs. J. J. Hill & W. Beardsley.

Ass. of N. Hampshire,

Con. of Yerinont,

Ass. of N. York,
" Mass.,

Conn.,

Mich.,

" Iowa,

R. I.,

Convention of Wis.,

Synod of Illinois,

" Peoria,

Gen. Ass. of Ohio,

Illinois Conference,

Rock River Conference,

E. Johnson & A. Lyman.

A. Lyman & T. M. Post.

J. J. Hill & J. Blanchard.

A. Lyman & H. Brown.

J. J. Hill & M. K. Whittlesey.

J. A. Hawley & W. H. Starr.

G. L Barretts W. C. Merritt

J. J. Hill &M. K. Whittlesey.

L. H. Parker & N. C. Clark.

W. Carter <fc E. Johnson.

F. Bascom & G. S. F. Savage.

D. H. Temple.

R. Mears & D. H. Temple.

K. M. Pearson & L. Farnham.

Resolved, That we regard the "Congregational Herald" as an

excellent religious family newspaper : that we have confidence

in the editors and corresponding editors of the paper, and that

we heartily commend it to the patronage of the churches.

After public services, during which addresses were made on

the subject of the Desecration of the Sabbath, a committee was

appointed—which reported the following resolutions :

In view of the increasing tendencies and temptations to Sab-

bath violation, in our State, growing out of the multiplication

of Railroads, the increase of travel, and the disposition of the

General Government to use these roads for the transportation

of mails upon the Sabbath, the members of this body feel called

upon to express their convictions of the dangers which lie in

that direction, and the consequent duty of those who desire to

preserve God's day from profanation ; therefore,

Resolved, That in the opinion of this body, the running of

cars upon our numerous Railroads on the Sabbath, would in a

few years virtually annul God's fourth commandment, in our
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State, and throw wide open the floodgates of irreligion and im-

morality.

Resolved, That a fearful responsibility rests upon those who,

as Directors, sanction the profanation of the Sabbath upon their

roads, or as Stockholders, permit their capital to be employed

in trampling on God's authority.

Resolved,, That all the ministers connected with this body, be

hereby requested to preach soon and frequently on this subject,

and by the application of God's truth, and the Gospel principles

of discipline, to endeavor to create and maintain a healthful

state of public sentiment, and a tenderness of conscience in re-

ference to Sabbath violations.

Resolved, That by correspondence, and through the press, we

will endeavor to secure the co-operation of ecclesiastical bodies

of every name, and of men who wield the influence of capiial

and character, to prevent the encroachments on the Sabbatli

which we have reason to fear from the causes above referred to.

Resolved, That it be hereby recommended to the friends of

the Sabbath to hold conventions, during the ensuing summer,

in the Southern, Central, and Northern parts of our State, for

the purpose of awakening interest, and combining the influence

of public sentiment throughout our bounds, in an efi'ort to pre-

serve the Sabbath inviolate, and to secure its benefits to our

whole population.

The committee on the Negro Law reported the following re"

solution, which was accepted and adopted :

Resolved, That the recent enactment by our legislature of an

inhuman law, forbidding the immigration into the State of free

colored persons, under penalty of being sold into slavery ;
and

the indifference, and even opposition, manifested by that body

toward the cause of Temperance, admonish our voting chu rch

members to use greater diligence to secure the election of good

men to our legislatures, and to waive all party predilections for

this purpose.

In addition to the devotional exercises noticed in the reports

of other associations, it is pleasing to observe that the association
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made arrangements for the services of the Sabbath, not

only in the two Congregational churches, but also in the

Baptist, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Protestant Methodist

churches.

The meetings were closed with the observance of the Lord's

Supper, and with devotional exercises.

The next annual meeting was appointed to be held in the

Plymouth Church, Chicago, the third Thursday of May, 1854,

at half-past seven o'clock, p. m.

The report on the State of Religion is in substance as fol-

lows :

Many of the churches have been graciously visited with sea-

sons of refreshing from the presence of God. In some towns

revivals have been enjoyed during the year
;
and in many

other places seasons of unusual interest have occurred, in which

Christians have been quickened, and sinners converted, under

influences more gentle and gradual in their operation, than in

scenes usually termed revivals.

The harmony of the churches has been uninterrupted ;
fewer

changes have occurred in the location of ministers than in for-

mer years ; and there is a growing tendency toward the forma-

tion and permanency of the pastoral relation.

The zeal and liberality of the churches in erecting houses of

worship is commendable and encouraging. Several church

edifices have been completed during the past year, and many

others are about to be commenced, with the expectation of aid

from the Church Building Fund. Several new churches have

been formed which encourage expectations of great usefulness,

especially those which have been gathered in the commercial

metropolis of our State. A religious paper, edited by Congre-

gational ministers, and adapted to the wants of our denomin-

ation in the North-West, is now published within our bounds,

and promises to be an efficient auxiliary to the ministry, in the
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promotion of intelligence and Christian enterprise among the

churches.

The contributions of the churches to objects of Christian

benevolence, are becoming more liberal and systematic. While

there is diversity of views and preferences in regard to the

missionary boards, each patroiiizes the
^
Society of his choice,

without questioning his brother's right to the same liberty.

Sabbath-s»hool and Bible class instruction is receiving in-

creased attention, and is yearly becoming a more extended and

efficient instrumentality for the promotion of intelligent piety

among our youth.

The cause of Education is embarrassed by diflBculties which

are incidental to new communities, yet evidence is not want-

ing that education, in its various grades, is appreciated, and

will be provided for, as fast as circumstances will permit. Aca-

demies and Female Seminaries are coming into existence in

different parts of the State, and the colleges, though struggling

with embarrassments; are still extending the sphere of their

usefulness and gaining a stronger hold on the confidence and

affections of the people.

The Temperance and Anti-Slavery causes have been tempo-

rarily embarrassed by the recent legislation of our State, but

it is believed that God will overrule it for good, by making his

people feel the necessity of electing such law-makers and rulers,

as He has designated in His Word.
While the goodness of God is thankfully recognised in the

mercies above recorded, it must be remembered that there are

extended moral wastes on which for the year past there hus

been neither rain nor dew. There are also indications of an

increasing love of gain among the members of the church, and

multiplying temptations to worldliness, which furnish ample

evidence, that without redoubled diligence and prayerfulness,

the enemy will gain the advantage, and the cause of Christ will

relatively retrograde.

The report thus concludes :

"During the past year God has again admonished us that our
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time is short, and that our work will soon be done. Our be-

loved brother, Levi Spencer, of Peoria, has recently been

called to his eternal rest. He was a good man, distinguished

for his Humility and self-denial, his faith and love, his ac-

tivity and usefulness. His end was peace. His memory is

precious.

Rev. H. C. Ward, of Lyndon, and Rev. C. Boswell, of Bab-

cock's Grove, men of an excellent spirit, though less known
among us, have also been called away suddenly from the

scenes of their labors to their reward on high. May God give

to us who survive, grace to be faithful unto the end, that we
may receive the reward of good and faithful servants when our

work is done."
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STATISTICAL TABLES.

* From last year's report.

1. Illinois Association.

Churches.
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3. Fox River Union.—Continued.

Chorches.
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4. Central Association.—Ceraanwerf.

Chnrches.
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ILLINOIS COLLEGE.

Rev. J, M, Sturtevant, D. D., President. Located at Jack-

sonville, within the limits of the Morgan Association.

The Board of Trnstees fills its own vacancies, and is composed

partly of Congregationalists and partly of Presbyterians. The

same is true of the Faculty. A majority of the Trustees must,

by its Constitution, be ministers of the Gospel.

The Faculty consists, at present, of a President who is Pro-

fessor of Moral Philosophy, a Professor of Chemistry and Natu-

ral Philosophy, a Professor of the Latin and Greek Languages, a

Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy, and three Tutors.

The Professorship of Rhetoric is vacant ; it is however the de-

sign of the Trustees to fill it at an early day.

The course of study and instruction is liberal and thorough.

Number of students in the three departments— Classical, Scien-

tific and Preparatory—nearly 100.

During the last year, the College enjoyed a season of refresh-

ing from the presence of the Lord, in which a goodly number

of promising young men were hopefully converted to Christ.

The Trustees are preparing to erect a substantial, commo-

dious and not inelegant building in place of the one destroyed

by fire in December, 1852.
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MICHIGAN.

The General Association of Micliigan convened in the Con-

gregational Church in Ann Arbor, on Tuesday, May 31, 1853,

at 7 P.M., and was opened with a sermon from Luke 12 : 82, by

Rev. Philo R. Hurd, Moderator of last meeting.

A prayer meeting was appointed to be held each morning at

5 o'clock. The first half hour of each morning session was also'

spent in devotional exercises.

A proposition from the Massachusetts Doctrinal Tract and

Book Society to give a set of their volumes to each Congrega-

tional church in Michigan, was communicated to the Associa-

tion, and the following resolutions were adopted :

Whereas, The Massachusetts Doctrinal Tract and Book So-

ciety have proposed to bestow upon each of our churches as a

gift, an entire set of their publications, comprising the works of

the early New England Divines, with the design that they shall

constitute the nucleus of a Pastor's Library ;—therefore.

Resolved, 1. That this body express their lively appreciation

of this noble and much needed benefaction, and in the name of

our churches, return thanks to the above Society, and to those

liberal individuals and churches in the East by whose generos-

ity we are thus favored, for a gift so rich in its intrinsic worth,

so fraught with precious influences in the future, and so plea-

sant as a pledge of kind remembrance and interest on the part

of our Massachusetts brethren.

2. That we recommend to each of our churches, upon the re-

ception of these volumes, the adoption of some plan for adding

to them, from time to time, such works of Theological value as
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"would be most desirable for the use of their ministers, and thus

founding a Pastor's Library, to be held as the property of the

church, at the service of their Pastor.

3. That, "while these valuable "works are an unqualified gift

to our churches, on the part of the Doctrinal Tract and Book
Society, we feel that it would be but fit, that, as an expression

of its gratitude, each church should take a thankful collection,

according to its ability, for the aid of that Society, that it may
be encouraged and aided to extend like gifts to others like us

in need.

4. That "we recommend to each of our churches to accompany

their ackno"wledgment of the reception of these volumes, (to be

addressed to the Chairman of this Committee in Detroit.) "with

such a sum as "will defray their equal proportion of the cost of

transporting the books for the State, from Boston to Detroit.

A Delegate "was appointed to the General Congregational

Conference about to be organized in the State of Ohio, and a

cordial invitation given to that body to establish "with this As-

sociation a fraternal and Christian correspondence.

A sermon "was preached by Rev. Charles S. Porter, of Mass.,

from 2 Pet. 1 : 1—4 ; and the Lord's Supper was administered.

The following resolution was discussed and unanimously

. adopted :

Resolved, That this Association regard the '"Congregational

Herald," published at Chicago, as a religious family Newspaper,

eminently adapted to meet the wants of the churches in the

"West, and that we cordially commend it to the patronage of the

ministers and churches connected with this body.

A committee was appointed to nominate the State Commit-

tee required by Article YI. of the Plan adopted by the Albany

Convention for raising a Fund of $50,000 for the erection of

houses of worship at the West ; and also to recommend such

regulations as they shall judge important for the guidance of

that committee in the distribution of such part of that fund as

may be apportioned to this State.

14
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The committee made the following report, which was

adopted :

Your committee would take this occasion to say, first of all,

that they regard the Fifty Thousand Dollar Fund, collected

chiefly from the stronger and more affluent churches of our

order, to aid those that are feeble at the West, in erecting

houses of worship, as a generous and Christian free-will offering

—highly creditable to the benevolence and wisdom both of those

who devised the plan, and of those who furnished the means

for its accomplishment. In this good work, we distinctly and

with thankful joy recognize the hand of God ;
and we feel as-

sured that those whom God has honored as the happy almoners

of this noble benefaction, the churches of Michigan will ever

hold in grateful remembrance.

That difficulties may not arise in the distribution of that part

of the fund which may be apportioned to this State, the com-

mittee now to be appointed, upon whom this important duty

will be devolved, will need to act with much deliberation and

prudence. In order to secure the benefits of this fund to the

largest number of our feeble churches, and with a view to the

best accomplishment of the whole work, your committee submit

the following recommendations :

1. That the members present of each of the local Associa-

tions, nominate to this body a Committee of Three, to act as a '

local committee for their Association, and to whom the churches

within their bounds desiring aid, shall first present their appli-

cation ; and whose duty it shall be to report to the State Com-

mittee full and accurate particulars relative to the need of each

of the applying churches.

2. That the Committee of Five, provided for in the plan

adopted by the Albany Convention, to be styled the State Com-

mittee, consist of Rev. L. Smith Hobart, of Ann Arbor ; Rev.

A. S. Kedzie, of Union City ;
Rev. H. L. Hammond, of Grand

Rapids ;
Dea. S. S. Barnard, of Detroit, and Dea. Henry Post,

of Victor.

3. That this committee have power to fill any vacancies

which may occur in their number until the next meeting of the



MICHIGAN. 211

General Association ; that they follow strictly the regulations

laid down in the plan adopted by the Albany Convention
; that

they provide, as well as they may, drafts and plans of churches
j

that upon receiving applications for aid, with the reports of the

local committee they meet and make such appropriations from

the fund as they shall deem proper ; that they keep full and

permanent records of their proceedings, and that they report

annually to this body.

4. That the committee expend not to exceed the sum of Five

Thousand Dollars the present year, and that they appropriate

in each case in which they grant aid, a sum as small as in their

judgment will meet the necessity of the church.

5. That this Association appoint a Treasurer for the State

Committee, who shall receive that portion of the Church Build-

ing Fund apportioned to Michigan, and invest the same as se-

curely and profitably as possible. The said Treasurer shall dis-

burse money from this fund, only on orders signed by at least

three of the members of the State Committee.

6. That the State Committee report to the next meeting of

the General Association any expense which they shall have ne-

cessarily incurred in the prompt and most cautious discharge

of their duty, and that this body then provide for their relief.

Dea. S. M. Holmes, of Detroit, was appointed the Treasurer

of the State Committee named in the preceding report.

The following local committees, required by the preceding

report, were nominated and appointed :

Eastern Conference—Rev. Messrs. Kitchel, Hurd, and S. A.

Benton.

Jackson Association—Rev. Messrs. Patchin, Foster, and Dea.

J. Millerd.

Marshall Associatio7i—Rev. E. N. Bartlett, Dea. W. Savage

and Dea. D. N. Bushnell.

Grand River Association—Deacons O. H. Foote, S. H.
Steele, and L.II. Nelson.

Genesee Association—Rev. Messrs. B. T. Branch, J. Scot-

ford, and W. Piatt.



212 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

Southern Michigan Association—Rev. Messrs. Baruum,

Walcott and Dea. J. Howe.

Kalamazoo Association—Rev. Messrs. Jones, Bardwell and

Denison.

The following Delegates to Corresponding Bodies were

elected :

To the General Conference of Maine—J. H. Benton or J.

S. Kidder. Fourth Tuesday in June.

To the General Association of New Hampshire—S. A. Ben-

ton or E. N. Bartlett. Fourth Tuesday in August.

To the General Convention of Vermont—S. Hemenway or

H. L. Hammond- Third Tuesday in June.

To the General Association of Massachusetts—P. R. Hurd
or S. Hemenway. Fourth Tuesday in June.

To the General Association of Connecticut—H. 0. Morse or

P. R. Hurd. Third Tuesday in June.

. To the Evangelical Association of Rhode Island—W. W.
Atwater or L. S. Hobart. Second Tuesday in June.

To the General Association of New York—G. C. Overheiser

or J. H. Benton. Fourth Tuesday in August.

To the Congregational Union of Canada West—H. D.

Kitchel or G. M. Tuthill. Second Tuesday in June.

To the General Convention of Wisconsin—H. L. Hammond
or S. Cochrane. First Thursday in October.

To the General Association of lowa—^. Root or R. Rey-

nolds. First Thursday ia June.

To the General Association of Illinois—D. M. Bardwell or

W. Walcott. Third Thursday in May.

To the Synod of Michigan—T. Jones or G. L. Foster. Se-

cond Thursday in June.

To the Mich. Annual Conf. of the M. E. Church—A.. S.

Kedzie or H. D. Kitchel. First Wednesday in September.

To the Baptist Convention of Michigan—R. Parker or H.

Hyde. Second Friday in October.
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To the Animal Conference of the Mich. District of Meth.

Prat. Church- -W. Piatt or J. Patcliin. Last Wednesday in

September.

To the CongregatioJial Union of Ireland—L. Smith Hobart.

To the Gen. Con. Conference of Ohio—J. Nail or W. P.

Russell. Third Tuesday in June.

A committee was appointed to investigate the relations of

the American Home Missionary Society to Slavery, and present

a report upon the subject.

The committee presented an extended report, which was una-

nimously adopted, and ordered to be printed with the minutes.

The Publishing Committee were also authorized to publish as

many copies of the report, separate from the minutes, as they

should deem expedient.

(This report contains such a calm, clear, and thorough in-

vestigation of a question so interesting to all our churches, that

it is printed verbatim—as an Appendix to this condensed report

of the General Association.)

A committee was appointed to investigate the relations of

the American Board for Foreign Missions to Slavery, and make
report.

The following report was subsequently presented and

adopted, and the Committee continued, to report more fully

next year :

The Committee appointed to report concerning the relations

of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions

to American slavery, and also some expression of opinion con-

cerning the " American Missionary Association," take it for

granted that, in the limited time given us, it will not be expected

that we enter into detail concerning the relations of the former

to what is so confessedly evil in its nature, and evil in its influ-

ence ; nor that we tell how anxious the latter organization is to

be rid of all responsibility in respect to that sin. The most

that we can do, is to recommend that, as an Association, we
very distinctly say,
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1st. That -we very much regret that the " American Board "

has ever sustained any such relation to slavery, as to deprive it

of the sympathy of any of the true friends of Missions ;
and,

2d. That we truly sympathize with that Board in all its efforts

to he rid of blame in sustaining this evil—while, at the same

time, it conscientiously seeks to secure the greatest good to

Zion, as committed to its trust.

3d. That in case any in the midst of us are dissatisfied with

the position or progress of that Board in respect to this evil, we
hope such persons or such Churches will exert their Christian

energies for the salvation of the world through the " American

Missionary Association "—in which we have confidence, and by

which, we hope, will be secured grand and glorious results;

and,

4th. That those sustaining the one of the Missionary organi-

zations will avoid criminating, or in any manner hindering those

Bustaining the other, in their common work.

A Committee was also appointed to investigate the relations

of the " American Tract Society " to slavery, and report on the

eame.

The Committee reported, and after discussion, the subject

was recommitted to the same Committee, to report next year.

On the subject of slavery, the following resolutions were

unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this Association feel more than ever impressed

with a sense of the sinfulness of slavery in our country, and of

the importance of all proper efforts for its removal.

Resolved, That we sympathize deeply with the poor degraded

slaves in the cruel privations of their grinding bondage.

Resolved, That we hail with joy every judicious measure of

the friend? of freedom to remove this evil from the land, and to

" deliver the spoiled out of the hands of the oppressor ;
" and

we recommend to the Churches connected with this Body, to

use all means sanctioned by humanity and religion, to attain

this righteous end.
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Resolved, That we hereby record again our protest against

the infamous Fugitive Slave Act, and our unalterable purpose

" not to deliver to his master, the servant that is escaped from

his master to us," but to " remember them that are in bonds, as

bound with them."

On the subject of the Prohibitory Liquor Law, the Associa-

tion unanimously

Resolved, That since the Legislature of this State has seemed

to hesitate on the very brink of giving us a law prohibitory of

the liquor trafic—referring the matter to the people—we rejoice

in the opportunity thus afforded of giving again our strong and

united voice against this desolating evil, and we cherish a hap-

py confidence that the good people of Michigan will not permit

the opportunity to be lost.

A plan for Theological Education was presented, and re-

ferred to a Committee, to report next year.

The following resolutions were presented and adopted :

Having heard the Agents in this State for the following So-

cieties, which we have formerly commended to the support of

our Churches, viz : the A. B. C. F. M.; tte A. H. M. S., the A. S.

S. Union, the A. Foreign and Christian Union, and the A. Bible

Society, we see in each of them increasing tokens of usefulness
;

and in view of the widening fields of labor opening to these So-

cieties, we commend them to the more generous support of our

Churches.

In view of the importance to our Churches and the cause of

Christ generally, of providing for the education of our youth

Literary Institutions, under Christian influences, and sustained

by the prayers and co-operation of evangelical Christians,

Resolved, That we refer it to a Committee, consisting of Rev.

Messrs. Hawley, Foster and Bartlett, to inquire whether it be

expedient for the Congregational Churches in Michigan, either
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alone or in connection with a kindred denomination, to take

measures for establishing a Literary Institution, such as shall

meet their educational wants.

Resolved, That our delegates to the Synod of Michigan be in-

structed to lay this matter before that body at its approaching

session, and invite an expression of their views.

The last evening meeting of the Association was spent in the

advocacy of the cause of Temperance, and in devotional exer-

cises. The Association then adjourned, to meet in Detroit, on

the last Tuesday in May, 1854, at 7 o'clock, P. M.
The Grand River Association to furnish the Associational Ser-

mon. Subject : The Cultivation of Scriptural Holiness in the

Churches.

THE NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION,

While deploring the want of likeness to Christ, records much

outward prosperity, soundness in doctrine, moderate growth,

peace among brethren, and good feeling towards other denomi-

nations.

Several of tlie Churches have enjoyed some reviving influ-

ences ; to some a considerable number of converts have been

added ;
several new Church edifices will probably be built

soon, most of them expecting aid from the Church Erection

Fund.
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Nearly all the associations report an interest in their churches

in Foreign and Home Missions
; some speak of flourishing

Sabbath Schools, a unanimous and hearty zeal for the Maine

Law in Michigan, and a strong sympathy for the enslaved.

These are such fruits as the Gospel bears :—may they bo pro-

duced far more abundantly and perfectly*
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STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

* Not members of this body.
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Jackson Association.

Churcbes.
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Grand River Association.— Co7i<mwe</.

Churches,
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REPORT,

ON THE RELATIONS OF THE

AMEEICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY TO SLAVERY.

The attitude in wliicli any one of our great National Benev-

olent Associations may stand toward our great national sin and

shame, is a. topic of deep interest to every Christian mind.

And by as much as any one of these benevolent agencies has

risen to a sphere of extensive influence and operation, and has

gathered to itself ample resources, and a large place in the af-

fections of the good and benevolent, by so much the more is it

important that it both hold, and be seen and known of all men
to hold, a position blameless and pure in relation to a wrong so

flagrant as that of American slavery. Else the power it has

won, the breadth of operation and influence it has attained, and

the hold we have suffered it to win upon our hearts, do but give

it power to seduce and mislead us into acquiescence, while it

criminally sustains a system of sin. It is the point of special

need, and should be the point of special vigilance, in our coun-

try at the present crisis, that all that is efliciently enterprising

and progressive in our Christianity and in the benevolent activ-

ity of the Church 1je clearly seen and felt to have utterly no fel-

lowship with slavery, but stand rather in relations of manifest

antagonism to it. If these benevolent agencies, which arc our

most operative forms of Christianity, and which best represent
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our obedience toward God and our love toward man—if these

arc turned to the service of evil, then even the light that is in

us has become darkness, and that darkness how great

!

It is to the perception of this truth we are to ascribe the so-

licitude which is widely exhibited, touching the posture in which

our great benevolent Boards are standing towards American

slavery. All that is most earnest and reliable in the piety of

our country demands, and will not cease to demand, that the

American Home Missionary Society, the American Board of

Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and the American Tract

Society, these as most precious and exposed to trial, shall stand

altogether clear in this matter of slavery. So deeply is it now

felt that the gospel condemns such a system of bondage as pre-

vails in our country, that we may confidently anticipate an in-

creasing vigilance and anxiety in the churches, to guard against

the guilt of directly or indirectly supporting slavery through

these benevolent Boards. It is matter for joy and hope that

this vigilance is now awakened. It is better that there be ex-

cess than defect in this solicitude of the churches for the purity

of these Boards. We may well pardon an over-sensitiveness

where so great a danger presses, and where apathy is so great a

crime.

The hearts of many thousands in our churches are now wrung

with a painful fear of wrong in the attitude and operations of

the societies just named. This apprehension, whether it have

foundation or not, deserves regard, and should be anxiously re-

moved if it may be, by a truthful exposition of facts. No one

of these societies can afford to part with the approval, the pray-

ers, sympathies, and benefactions of any portion of the Church,

on the ground of its apparent connivance at slavery. And any

Board which shall presume on its present position of power and

usefulness to sustain it in defying this fear in the churches, and

actually striking hands with slavery, dooms itself to go down,

as surely as the gospel shall rise. And whether our Boards be

faulty or not in this behalf, the diversion of favor and funds

into other channels for a little time past contains a great and

siofnificant admonition. If the wrong that is feared be found to
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exist, and be not put away with clue haste of repentance, then

shall the offending organization be put away more and more

from the favor and use of the churches, and no plea of past or

present success, or of correctness in other respects, will long

avail to save it from rejection. A doubtful position can no

longer be tolerated in any great agency of Christian benevo-

lence. Not even neutrality or silence will now meet the demands

of the case. Each of these great National Boards must have to

do with our great National iniquity. It stands in the path of

each to resist it. Slavery thrusts itself within the sphere of

each of these great Societies, and will not suffer itself to be let

alone by any National Christian operation. And so it comes to

pass that now every such Board is compelled to have a charac-

ter in relation to slavery—a character of compliant allowance

and support, or of guilty silence, which is nearly equivalent to

that—or of quite obvious opposition to it. No one of our great

societies has now for some years attempted or desired to keep

silent on the sin of Intemperance, when God had drawn it forth

into the field of their operation. So now in our land, Slavery

is thrust into the forefront of the evangelical battle, and the

agency of whatever sort that spares it, or strikes not heartily

at this prime foe of God and man, is not true, but is working

the work of the Lord deceitfully.

There is one of these societies, which, along with others, has

recently come into doubt in this relation, which seems especially

to demand at our hands an immediate investigation, and either

an intelligent and unhesitating approval and support, or total

condemnation and rejection. That one is the American Home
Missionary Society. We seem doubly impelled in respect to

this Society to seek an immediate removal of every doubt, and

to demand of ourselves an intelligent confidence either of its

innocence or guilt. For in our twofold relation of patrons and

beneficiaries, we are doubly implicated in whatever of wrong

we sufi"er to remain upon it. And the danger is great, and to

be carefully avoided by every honorable mind, lest our reliance

in these many dependent churches upon the help of this Society

may even liave in it the nature and guilt of bribery—lest we be
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tempted to receive aid from a source stained in our apprehension

with the sin of connivance at the great crime of our country.

He is condemned who doubteth the integrity of the H. M. So-

ciety, and yet consents to receive its aid. And we know not

on what grounds of common honor or christian decency those

churches among us can justify their deed, who receive help from

this Society, and yet refuse it their aid, and turn aside their

contributions to another agency, because they deem itwickedly im-

plicated in slavery ! These cases are few, for the dishonor is very

plain. But is there really any less of dishonor involved in the

course of those individual members of very many churches, who
silently allow their church to receive aid from this Society, and

themselves share in the benefaction, while still they condemn its

course as favorable to slavery, and give to what they deem a

purer organization ! There is need of a better conscience in

this matter. It is very mean to hold slaves, as mean as it is

wicked ; but they seem to emulate that meanness who condemn

the H. M. Society as an abettor of slavery, yet receive its aid

—

who hear the gospel for themselves, from a source which they

count unfit to preach it to slaveholders ! Whatever may be the

issue of our inquiry, we trust that such inconsistency will be

shamed from among us. Let us gain an intelligent conviction

one way or the other ; and if this Society be innocent, as we
believe it is—if it stand on ground perfectly defensible in the-

ory and practice, then let us give it an ardent and honorable

confidence and support, such, in some measure, as it deserves for

its great labor of love in our behalf. And if, on the other hand,

it shall be found guilty of sympathizing with inhumanity, or of

holding its peace prepensely in the- presence of slavery or any
other sin, then let us put itswiftly away from us, and make haste

to sacrifice whatever aid it may profler us as the price of our

acquiescence in its wrong.

For this very reason, it is fitting that the inquiry we propose

should come from a body like this, indebted to this society for

aid granted to nearly every one of its churches. The more in-

timate our relation of this kind, the more needful that we have

comfort in the assurance that the source of this bounty is not
15
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stained by fellowship with a terrible unrighteousness. Those who
receive most, most need this assurance. And if the suspicions

which have been sown abroad, and the insinuations and cliarges

of guilt that have of late been so freely made against the H. M.

Society, can be shown to be unfounded, it will be only an ap-

propriate Q,nd filial thing for us to set forth this defense.

The trial and judgment of our great Benevolent Agencies on

such a charge should be conducted with the utmost deliberation

and discrimination. These great instrumentalities become iden-

tified with Christ's cause. The responsibility is great in con-

demning them, or in any way loosening their hold on the confi-

dence and charities of the churches. Scarcely another sin

against God's church and work in the world could be commit-

ted, greater than that of lightly bringing embarrassment and

suspicion on an Agency like that of our H. M. Society. It may
be done only if it must, on stern compulsion of duty. The office

of accuser is ever one of great responsibility : and he who as-

sumes to fill it in a case such as we now contemplate, had need

to come to his task with a sober and saddened spirit, dispassion-

ately just, and above all armed with ample warrant of fact and

definite proof. Let him shrink from his task if he have not evi-

dence of giiilt, pointed and conclusive, more than suspicions,

more than rumors and fears, more than probabilities of guilt—
proofs, such as will bear the sifting of discriminate justice. And
if he have not these, then for Christ's sake let him forbear to

burden with distrust and jealous fears a cause already strug-

gling with much weakness and many perplexities.

And just here we feel has been the grievous failure of those

who have arraigned the A. H. M. Society before the churches

as guilty of sustaining slavery. Its position has been every-

where brought into question—everywhere suspicion has been

breathed and charges insinuated ; and not without eficct ; for

the confidence of many has been shaken, its resources have been

in some degree impaired, and very widely the churches have

been brought into suspense and painful apprehension. All this

has been done ;
but when, where, and by whom, was there ever

yet tabled a definite and tangible charge against this Society ?
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Where have the proofs of guilt l^een set forth, the matter and

manner of the wrong, with punctual testimonies of time, place,

and person ? This should have Ijeen, long since ; but it has

never been done to this day. And now, when mischief has been

so widely done, if any would seek the solution of his doubts and

learn the causes of disaffection, the allegations are yet to be

shaped and defined, the proofs are yet to seek, and all that is

urged against the Society is vague and inconclusive.

There is reason to fear that, in the zeal which has been awa-

kened against the Old Boards, patience and candor have some-

what failed. There has seemed to be a disposition to lump the

old organizations together, and include them in the same sen-

tence of condemnation, as if the excess of guilt, found or sup-

posed, in some of these societies in their relations to slavery,

might be reckoned over upon one that should happen to be less

guilty. It is but just to insist that each of these Boards shall

answer for itself, and stand or fall upon merits of its own.

Whatever may be true of the American Board, whatever may
be true of the Tract Society, we submit that the Home Mission-

ary Society shall have an issue of its own. And if we do not

mistake entirely the facts of the case, both its principles and its

administration may safely challenge any scrutiny which candid

justice shall approve. And such a scrutiny, we insist, is now
due to this Society. Those who trust and those who doubt it,

alike owe it the thorough inquiry which shall result in its hon-

oral)le acquittal or its condemnation. And we are resolved

that such a scrutiny, so far as it may lie in our power, it shall

now have. Let the result be what it may, for ourselves we will

know, if we can, the exact truth of this matter. We confess a

grateful and earnest affection for the H. M. Society. As we
look around us, what proofs of its beneficent influence are seen

on every side ! No other Society should have so large a place

in our hearts, if it may have any place at all. But with all our

love for it, and all our gratitude for what under God it has

done for our Western churches, we declare ourselves ready to

drop it, if upon full and fair inquiry it stand convicted, in pur-

pose or effect, of sustaining American Slavery. But it shall
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have the trial. We will not forsake it on presumption of its

guilt. And with this purpose we will now set forth the fact and

truth of this matter, so far as an earnest and patient search has

enabled us to comprehend it.

Previous to the organization of the A. H. M. Society, there

existed Domestic Missionary Boards in several of the States,

and these operated with great efficiency and usefulness within

their limited spheres. But none of these could reach the great

field of destitution. The want was felt by good men all over

our country of some great catholic and national organization

that should awaken and direct a Missionary interest in the home

field, corresponding to that which had grown up for the field

abroad. On the 10th of May, 1826, after much consultation and

correspondence, a Convention of one hundred and twenty-six

delegates from Congregational, Reformed Dutch, and Presbyte-

rian Churches, assembled in New-York, and the result was the

organization of the American Home Missionary Society. Its

plan was to sustain minis+ers in good standing in their Associa-

tion, Classis, or Presbytery, in feeble churches connected with

those denominations. It is to the purpose to notice that seven-

ty of the one hundred and twenty-six members of this Conven-

tion were from the 'Presbyterian Church. Considering this, and

the further fact which soon came into view, namely, that the

more Scottish and intense portion of the Presbyterian Church

—that which ultimately became the Old School Body^—disfa-

vored the H. M. Society from the first, and wrought through

more congenial Boards of its own, thus leaving the H. M. So-

ciety to find its only favor and support out of New England

among New School Presbyterians :—considering these facts, wc

wonder not that so large, but that no larger a number of the

Missionaries of this Society has been along the northern fron-

tier of the Slave region. As yet the conscience of the nation

was sleeping over the sin of Slavery. No scruples could then

have deterred the Society from sending its men into the church-

es of the South-west. Accordingly, in the first year of its ope-

ration, 14 of its 169 missionaries were in slaveholding States,

This number increased year by year, till in 1834 it had 52
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laboring under its commission in those States. From that time

there is a falling off year by year till in 1840 the number in that

field sunk to 20. From that time to the present the increase

has been quite constant, and in 1849 there were 63, and last

year 56, laboring with churches in slavcholding States under the

patronage of this Society. These statistics show that it is not

by a new and special design that the Society is now sending so

considerable a number of its Missionaries in that direction, for

a much larger proportion of its whole number were sent thither

in 1834 than in 1852 : in the former 52 of 719, or a little over

7 per cent.; in the latter 56 of 1,065, or a little over 5 per cent.

So in the whole operation of the Society for these 26 years, a

fraction more than 5 per cent, of the Missionaries have been in

slaveholding States, viz : 1,020 of 18,947. And from what part

of that region have the applications for this help been made ?

Thirty-eight per cent, of all these have been in Missouri, and

for the last ten years very nearly one-half! With an average

of 39 Missionaries per year in those States, 11 of them have

been in Missouri, 5 1-2 in Kentucky, almost 7 in Tennessee,

about 1 each in Delaware, Maryland, Georgia and Alabama,

about 3 1-3 in Virginia, and a fraction to each of the other

slaveholding States. The yearly average of Missionaries in

other States has been for the whole 26 years, in Connecticut 32,

in New Hampshire and Vermont 42 each, in Pennsylvania 32,

in Maine 71, in Ohio 74, in Indiana 33, in Illinois 54, in Michi-

gan 38, in Wisconsin 20, while in New-York it has been 168,

or on an average 23 per cent, of the whole Missionary force

from year to year.

It is curious, and may be instructive, to observe also the great

decline at one time in the applications for aid from churches in

the slaveholding States. Much more rapidly than of late years

the number of churches aided in that region ran up to 52, or

about 1 in 14 of the whole force of the Society. This was while

attention was as yet little tmmed, comparatively, to the subject

of slavery. Then for a period of 5 or 6 years, and those the

years of greatest heat and fermentation on the slavery question,

the number of applying churches in that region sunk to 20 in
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1840, or only 1 in 34 of the whole number in employ of the So-

ciety, viz : 20 from 690. The last ten years again have wit-

nessed a very regular increase of applications from that quarter,

till for the last reported year, 1 in 19 of our Home Missionaries

were in churches below Mason and Dixon's line. Did those

churches share in the jealousy of all Northern things which then

ran through the South ? This is the most obvious solution of

the fact. Then, as of later years, the Union was to be preserv-

ed, and many singular sacrifices were laid on the altar of zealous

p atriotism. The average anti-slavery sentiment of the ministry

in the North was not then as high as now ;
but there prevailed

then along the upper border of the slave States a resolute and

unscrupulous advocacy of slavery, and a nervous terror of Nor-

thern Abolitionism, which have been moderated by sober second

thought, since then. Times have changed, and men and church-

es. North and South, have changed with them ; and especially

have juster sentiments penetrated the upper tier of slave States.

But leaving these statistics, let us proceed in the inquiry. So

far as we have been able to gather, from all sources, the allega-

tions against the H. M. Society in relation to slavery, they come

to this : that it aids in sustaining year by year a considerable

and increasing nmnber of missionaries, in connection with feeble

churches soliciting this aid in slaveholding States, some of

which churches allow of slaveholding members
;
and that in so

doing the Society approves of the practice of these churches in

this respect. It is held that the Society fully endorses the

churches which it aids, as correct in doctrine and in practise.

With some qualifications, we should be disposed to admit this

position ; but the qualifications are very important. Thus in

respect to any particular sin, we hold that the Society stands

clear while still sustaining its missionaries in churches known

to be implicated in that sin, provided :

1. That it shall have plainly declared its judgment of the sin

in question, and defined its position and principles and aims as

antagonistic to it.

2. Provided it exercise due care that its missionaries stand

personally clear of the sin in practice and in sentiment, and have
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the freedom due to every Christian Minister to declare the

whole counsel of God touching this and every other sin, whether

men will hear or forbear.

Without these, the Society might justly be held implicated, if

it continued its aid to churches chargeable with such a sin as

that of slavery. It subjects itself to the grievous suspicion of

approving and sustaining a flagrant sin with which it comes in

contact, if it hold silence in respect to its own sentiments and

principles, or if it employ ministers disposed to keep silence

from their own relations to the sin, or willing to suffer the in-

junction of silence from those among whom they minister. But

on the other hand, these two conditions being complied with,

the Society standing on a published platform of righteous senti-

ment and principle, and sending forth missionaries irreproacha-

ble in respect.to this sin, and cliarged to apply the gospel on the

terms of their high commission to all sin, we submit that the

prevalence of such a sin as slavery in any community, and its

toleration in a church, are not sufficient warrant for this Society

to withdraw the gospel from that community and church, but

are rather another reason why it should carry the gospel to that

very point of need. So long as such a church solicits aid from

a Society openly avowing hostility to that sin, and so long as

the missionary is at liberty to deal freely imder his high com-

mission, we are unable to see that the Society at all compromi-

ses its position, or is chargeable with connivance at sin.

It remains now to inquire whether the H. M. Society holds

this position on the subject of slavery.

And first, does it stand forth on open ground of avowed and

published hostility to slavery ? Has it uttered itself distinctly

before the world, and put itself on record as condemnatory in

sentiment and hostile in aims to American slavery ? It has

done this. It has not concealed its views on this topic. Re-

peatedly, and as widely as its published organs could accom-

plish it, the H. M. Society has defined its position and declared

its sentiments. If these declarations have failed to come to the

knowledge of any, it is not the fault of the Society ;
and we

cannot but feel that it would have been more candid and
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Christian in those organs which assail this Society, had they

given to their readers the exposition which the H. M. Society

has made of its views and purposes in relation to slj^very.

In the Annual Report for 1844, slavery is spoken of as "an

obstacle to the evangelization of the country, which may well

fill the heart of philaritliropy with deep concern"—as "that hor-

rible anomaly in American institutions, covering so large a

portion of our territory, and enthralling more than two and a

half millions of souls in a bondage worse than Egyptian, and

preventing the most direct and effectual efforts for their salva-

tion." A similar utterance is found in the Feb. Home Mission-

ary, 1849, where it is insisted on that its missionaries have the

right to deal with slavery and its attendant evils in the light of

reason and divine truth.

In 1850, an occasion was presented for a more explicit decla-

ration of the principles and policy of the Society on this point.

A correspondent from Missouri endeavoured at that time to en-

lighten the Society as to the kind of men it should send forth

as missionaries in those parts. They should be men who would

"let slavery alonfe." The complaint is made of some who come

there and "enter into the discussions upon slavery." Inter-

preting this "by the actual treatment which some of their mis-

sionaries had received," the Executive Committee regarded this

as "requiring that the missionary should lay aside all his con-

victions respecting slavery, and submit to have a conscience

made for him, and his action to be dictated by the public senti-

ment which he finds on the spot." The reply is signal and

emphatic, and places the Society right on this matter. They

say—

"In i-eference to the subject of slavery, this Society deems it to be the province

of the missionaries, as ministers of Clirist, amenable to Him and to their respec-

tive ecclesiastical bodies, to determine for themselves the occasion and the vray

in which they will bring the Gospel to bear on this and every other evil. It vir-

tually says to its laborers, "You have God's truth, the cure of all human ill
;
go

and apply it." But we understand our correspondent and some others in the

slave States to insist that to this subject the Gospel shall not be applied ;
that the

missionary shall not speak, except he speak in one way ; that if he can defend

slavery by the iuitructions of Paul, it is well enough ; but if he is opposed to it,
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and thinks Taul so likewise, lie is under the influence of Eastern prejudice, and

had better stay away ! And the Society is virtually told not to send mission-

aries with liberty of conscience and speech, to do what they shall think is right,

when, with Bible in hand, they shall meet slavery face to face ; but, to send only

such as will wear a padlock on their lips, and give the key into the hands of

keepers. This cannot be done. On the contrary, let it be understood, that the

great object sought in sending missionaries to the destitute is, as far as possible,

to redeem them from all sin, and from all the forms in which it is mixed up with

society ; that if any minister can allow himself to have any other rule as to what

he shall preach than his conscientious views of the mind of the Spirit, he lacks

the very first qualification of a missionary ; and that if utter silence respecting

slavery is to be maintained, one of the greatest inducements to send or sustain

missionaries in slave States, is taken away." And they say in conclusion—"If

our friends in the slave States wish us to send missionaries, or wish to induce

missionaries to come to them, they must not prescribe any conditions which

shall fetter the free action of intelligent and God fearing men, acting on their

sincere convictions of the nature and requirements of the religion of Christ."

It would be difficult to say what utterances would place the

Society in an independent and evangelical position if these do

not. But these are not all. In an article in the Home Mis-

sionary for March last, is a still more complete exposition of

the Society's views. They declare

—

"That the missionaries who live where slavery exists, are bound, in the exercise

of a due liscretion as to times and methods, to make their ministry tend, in the

most eflcctual manner, to the removal of this giant evil." They say that "in

their publications—as well as by correspondence and personal intercourse—the

people and the missionaries in the slaveholding States have been given to under-

stand, that" their missionaries "are expected to make their ministry effective in

enlightening the moral sense in regard to this and the attendant evils ; and that

they will be sustained by the Society in so doing ; that when they are not allowed

to seek this end by the use of such means as are appropriate to their office aa

ministers of the Gospel, the object of supporting them is in a great measure de-

feated
; that they ought not to close their mouths on the subject of slavery, any

more than on other sins
;
but that, if the people in one city or village will not

hear them, it is their duty to go to another."

Further on, the tone is still more decisive. They declare that the Society

"bears an open and unembarrassed testimony against slavery ; it ranks it among
the chief evils with which the Gospel must grapple ; it sustains no ministers in

slave States who are implicated in this sin ; it claims it as the right and the duty

of the missionaries so to bring the Gospel to bear on this subject, that the moral

sense of their people shall be awakened and enlightened, and they may be led to
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free themselves from its guilt. Wlieu the missionary, in fulfilment of his duty,

encounters opposition and obloquy, he is sustained by the sympathy and pecu-

niary aid of the Society, as long as there is hope of usefulness ; and then, whea

duty bids him depart, he is assisted to enter other fields."

Cfear as these declarations are toucliing the sentiments of the

Society, they are not less clear as to the care exercised by it

that its missionaries shall be blameless and faithful men in re-

spect to this sin. The demand for men who shall keep silence

on slavery, is indignantly repelled. It openly .takes ground

that it will commission no man as a missionary who is person-

ally implicated in slavery, and "if any minister in its employ

becomes, either voluntarily or involuntarily, the owner of a

human being, he is dropped from the list of its agents."

The full force of this last position lies in the fact that it is

held by stretch of prerogative, and is a departure from the

theory of the Society, if we understand it, viz. : not to go back

of clean papers, and good standing in his ecclesiastical connec-

tion, in judging of the fitness of a minister for a missionary.

That theory would require of the Society the acceptance and

commission of any member of a Southern Presbytery as a mis-

sionary, upon due application, provided only that he hold, as a

slaveholder easily may, an unimpeached position among the

ministry of the South. It surely should count for something in

estimating the position and spirit of this Society, that the only

transgression of its theory with which it can be charged, has

been committed in behalf of humanity, on the side of freedom
;

that it ]jreaks over to save itself from recognizing a slave-

holder, "voluntary or involuntary," as a proper person to go

forth as a preacher of righteousness ; and that no certificate of

ministerial standing shall be held to countervail the disqualifi-

cation of owning a human being. This is a very significant

fact in respect to this Society, and it should go very far as in-

dicating the animus of its Executive Board. A more pointed

rebuke of slavery, a more emphatic testimony against it, could

not well be devised, than this standing rejection of slaveholding

ministers by the H. M. Society.

But we are persuaded that the apprehensions of Christian
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people in this matter rest, after all, upon a certain assurance

which they feel, that, whatever attitude the Society may hold,

the truth will not be allowed free and full utterance where sla-

very prevails—that it will be, for the most part by indirect in-

fluences, put under bonds of discretion so exceedingly nice and

cautious as never to find utterance at all ; and that ministers

laboring where a false practice and a perverted conscience so

prevail, will not be found faithful. It is a foregone conviction

of this sort, we fear, that prejudges the whole question. The

general style in which the Gospel is preached in the South, is

supposed to be such as to foster and support the institution of

slavery. Public sentiment there, in the churches as well as out

of them, is supposed to demand a Gospel adapted to their pecu-

liar institutions, and that it requires and generally obtains min-

isters and ministrations made to order, discreet men, speaking

that which is to be spoken, and letting alone that which is to

be let alone. And the fact that a church tolerates slaveholding

in its members, is assumed as proof that such will be the style

of missionary service which it will require—that faithfulness in

declaring the truth of God fully and plainly, and in urging cor-

rect principles of church discipline, will not be endured in it.

And so it is felt to be unsafe to attempt a missionary work in

such churches.

Now this assumption has so much of probable ground to rest

on that it deserves careful inspection.

1. And first it is be considered that a part of these churches

in slaveholding States, aided by this Society, are not churches

having slaveholding members. Some of them are churches

which have adopted a basis which excludes such persons from

membership. Their only fault is that they are on the other side

of a line—and standing thus "faithful among the faithless

found," these churches deserve the sympathy and honor of all

God's people.

2. In the next place, nearly all the churches under the pa-

tronage of this Society in the slaveholding States are along the

upper frontier of those States, as in Missouri, Kentucky, Ten-

nessee, Northern Virginia, and Delaware. In some of the
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more Southern States, as in North Carolina, and Alabama,

the number of missionaries is much smaller now than for-

merly ;
while others, as South Carolina, Mississippi, Louisiana

and Florida, have of late years ceased altogether to receive

missionaries from this Society. Now this is significant. This

Society operates chiefly, so far as it operates at all in the South,

along the border, where we know that a great transition is

going on, where the principles of Freedom have already pene-

trated and wrought, and where the violence and rigor of op-

pression have abated. It is not only to be presumed and hoped,

but it is known, that many churches in this region have attained

to a liberality of sentiment and a patience of discussion in this

matter of slavery, even beyond many Northern communities.

Even where a church has not yet seen its way open to clear its

membership of slaveholding, it is often found ready to hear and

consider. And we ask, if these are not the very points of most

hopeful labor ? Is it not in such churches, in the twilight of a

waning sin, slowly working themselves clear of their prejudices

and errors, that we ought most of all to labor with hopeful and

considerate charity ?

3. Furthermore, we trust there is candor enough among
Christian people who go farthest in their detestation of slavery,

to feel the propriety of inquiring, of what sort is the slaveholding

that is found in the churches aided by the H. M. Society ?

There is a difference. Are these of the class who hold it a bless-

ed and patriarchal thing, quite scriptural and Christian, and

likely enough to be millennial, to hold slaves ? Do they defend

it as radically right, and though liable to abuses, yet a good and

useful thing ? That is one sort—and another quite prevalent

style of slaveholding in the region referred to, involves far less

of guilt. The man finds himself in it, inherited, and constitut-

ing mainly his wealth—an uncongenial thing to him, but it is

upon him, and with a conscience little cultivated on this point,

and finding every way out of it diflicult, he rests in it, reducing

it to as decent and Christian a shape as the case admits. The

degree of guilt in such a case will be variously estimated. We
go with those who count the best sort of slaveholding the worst,
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for it alone adorns and upholds the system. But this does not

decide the measure of personal guilt. Many, too, hating the

system, but acting under laws that forbid the good they would

do, decide, benevolently, though perhaps amiss, that duty calls

them to retain the relation of master, and do for their slaves

the best they can. They submit to slavery, and are themselves

held in it, rather than holding. Now it is pertinent to inquire

how far it may be this sort of mere sluYQ-having, rather than

slave7io/(itno-, that is found in the churches in question.

Now, if there be a probability that this is the kind with

which the Society has to deal, however much we may question

the wisdom of this passive continuance in slavery, and however

much we may wish all such men would hasten to withdraw their

powerful support, and leave the fabric of sin to stand on its own
unrelieved ugliness, it is still very far from clear that the H. M.

Society should refuse to sustain missionaries in such churches.

Nor by sustaining them does it justly incur the charge of coun-

tenancing, or of not c/i5C0untenancing slavery. Granting that

even such slaveholding is not entirely free of guilt, so long as

the missionary is free " to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-

suflFcring and doctrine," this is the very field in which we should

rejoice that the gospel is preached.

4. The apprehension that a church containing slaveholders

will not tolerate a faithful ministration, is very far neutralized

by the fact that such church voluntarily applies for aid from a

Society letter known throughout the South than here, as opposed

to slavery, as counting it one chief intent of gospel preaching

to destroy it, as refusing to employ slaveholding ministers, and

as peremptorily declaring that it will not furnish men who will

let slavery alone. We venture to say that not a church in Mis-

souri applies for aid to the H. M. Society, that docs not know
of the demand once made from that State for pliable and ac-

commodating missionaries, and of the signal rebuke it met. They

know the posture of the Society in South Carolina and Louisi-

ana, and have ceased to solicit its help ; they know it quite as

well in the Northern belt of slaveholding States, and do still

apply in increasing numbers for its aid. There is but one
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natural inference from these facts, and that is that there does not

prevail in that part of the slaveholding States a determination

to hear no faithful scriptural handling on the subject of slavery.

Very delicate the duty of the missionary in such a church may
be, and fidelity may cost him no small sacrifice of ease and pop-

ular favor
;
but we do not believe it is true, and certainly it is

not to be assumed as true, that these churches insist upon silence

on the part of the missionaries touching this sin. The way is

open, at least for hopeful efforts
; and whenever it shall appear

that a missionary is not allowed the exercise of his gracious dis-

cretion in rightly divining the word of truth as the sins of the

people require, the H. M. Society stands pledged to " sustain

him by its sympathy and pecuniary aid, as long as there is hope

of usefulness ; and then, when duty bids him depart, to assist

him to enter another field."

5. It is not true, as a point of fact, that our Home Mission-

aries in those churches are silent on slavery. It is impossible to

say how frequently, pointedly, urgently each of them, in fact,

have, or in duty should have, handled this topic as a Christian

preacher. The most ardent foe of slavery, unless he had parted

altogether with his discretion, would take counsel of circum-

stances, and feel that to deal wisely with slavery, was as much

his duty as to deal with it at all. It is the very point at which

a missionary in such a case is put upon his chief responsibility,

to commit neither of the two sins that will beset liim—not to

withhold the counsel of God against the wrong, on the one hand,

nor to sin by the folly of a rash and unsuitable mode of proce-

dure, on the other. This the Society commits to the discretion

of its missionaries, charging them to deal faithfully with all sin,

and especially not to let slavery alone. And it is known that

they do not let it alone.

In the March No. of the Home Missionary, the Directors say :

" It is our firm conviction that no other equal number of per-

sons, in or out of the slave States, exert so great an influence as

do these same missionaries, to bring the institution of slavery to

be rightly regarded by those involved in it, and to induce

churches to free themselves from its taint. It is not true that
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they suffer the subject to sleep ; that they let it alone because it

is a " delicate subject ;
" but they discharge their consciences

whether their message be well received, or whether, as in some

instances, it subjects them to opposition, and even to personal

danger. "When their endeavors to do this, by a discreet use of

the legitimate methods of the gospel, have not been tolerated,

they have, in repeated cases, at the sacrifice of their own tem-

poral interests, resigned their positions, and departed to other

fields." And the testimony of missionaries is given, that they

are awake to their obligation in this particular, and strive to

discharge their duty.

6. Neither is it true, as seems to be assumed by the impugn-

ers of the H. M. Society, that the gospel, as ministered by these

missionaries, is without efi"ect against slavery. The Directors

say " they have made progress in awakening the consciences of

their people, and securing the appropriate action in reference to

it," " that there is a real and substantial progress, that cannot fail

to be appreciated by those whose position gives them opportu-

nity to form a candid and intelligent opinion," In speaking of

the kinds of churches aided by them, they mention some which

have freed themselves of slavery, " and that some of this class

have been sustained in their position by the Society, in the face

of strong remonstrances to the contrary. There are still other

churches in various stages of progress towards a similar separa-

tion from slavery. By degrees, prejudices are softened, errors

corrected, and better feelings diffused through the community

around these churches." For example, a missionary states that,

" when he commenced his labors, the discussion of slavery in the

pulpit usually produced great excitement in the community, and

in some instances led to popular tumult. Now, no opposition is

made to his speaking freely and strongly in condemnation of the

system, both in public and private." Another speaks of an " en-

couraging and growing opposition to slavery. The pulpit can

now speak out on this subject, and men will hear. We are de-

termined to remove this great difficulty in our way, or die in

the attempt. As Christians, and as freemen, we will suffer this

libel on our religion and institutions to exist no longer." " I
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feel," he continues, " that we owe it to God and to the oppressed

race in the midst of us, to exhibit the whole truth in regard to

this matter. I shall, however, be careful not to permit my
influence or my ministerial character to suffer. As far as possi-

ble, I will carry out the Saviour's precept, to be wise as a ser-

pent and harmless as a dove." And the Directors say, finally,

" advances, grateful to every Christian heart, have been made

on this subject by individual minds, by churches, and by com-

munities ; and our faith is so strong that it is the tendency of

the gospel, where it is preached in its purity, to destroy sin in

all its forms ; that the Society intends to persevere in thus preach-

ing it, and to make still more perfect proof of this efficacy."

The facts, therefore, do not warrant the presumption that si-

lence is required of the missionaries in these churches. If it

were, nothing would justify their submission to such a require-

ment for a moment, nor could the Society be defended in retain-

ing any relation to such churches. It is on the express ground

that the liberty of the missionary, as a Christian minister, is

conceded in those churches—liberty to inculcate every point of

Christian doctrine and practice, as he may find needed in the

moral and spiritual condition of the people—it is on this

ground, and with the knowledge that the Society in fact gives

no place for a moment to the demand for men who will let sla-

very alone, but rebukes it, and carefully rejects from its corps

of missionaries every man so involved in the sin as to bo likely

to deal leniently with it—on the ground, also, that it explicitly

plants itself on a platform of avowed anti-slavery principles, and

has published to the world in its organs, and to the missionaries

and churches under its care, in more special explication, its ut-

ter condemnation of slavery—it is on such ground we sustain

the A. H. M. Society. On such grounds, we feel that the

churches owe undiminished confidence and support to that So-

ciety. And unless these positions can be invalidated, as we
have never yet seen them by any who assail the Society, we feel

that the loose style of assumed and insinuated blame in which

they indulge, is a grievous wrong to the Society, and a crime

against Christ and His cause.
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As a specimen of this kind of crimination, see page 22 of

Tract No. 1 of the American Reform Tract and Book Society

—where the A. H. M. Society is characterized as " sending con-

tinually its missionaries to churches, whose members not only

hold and buy and sell the image of God, and who not only re-

fuse to hear reproof or instruction in regard to their sin, but

would thrust violently away from them any man of God who
should either proclaim to them the truth, or presume to instruct

the slave ; a Society which so preaches the Gospel as not only

not to abolish slavery, but actually multiplies and strengthens

slaveholding churches." A similar strain of accusation is com-

mon in the prints of that Society. And we submit that it is

time, and that there is need, if the opponents of the H. M. So-

ciety do not mean to occupy the position of prepense and re-

solved accusers, that they now give us definitive statements of

facts, specified derelictions, with time, place, and person, as be-

fits charges so grave. It is not enough that we are told con-

tinually, with much pathetic declamation, that the H. M. Society

aids churches in slaveholding States, and that therefore it is

guilty of endorsing slavery. Let us have more than this, or

much less of inferential and constructive crimination.

"Without entering into all the mooted questions that hover

about this matter, there are two considerations which urge

themselves upon us as most pertinent to the subject.

If it were the case that the H. M. Society sent forth its mis-

sionaries to found churches in the slaveholding States, and the

question were—on what basis of principle and practice shall a

church be constituted in respect to slavery ? and it were then

to originate or authorize in the churches a constitution provid-

ing for the indiscriminate reception of slaveholders, it would

be justly chargeable with fellowshipping and fostering slavery.

Such is undoubtedly the constitution which the Society finds in

some of the South-western churches soliciting its aid. It is a

vicious and sinful arrangement. At the very least, slavehold-

ing should be a prima facie disqualification for membership in a

Christian church, imposing on one holding that relation the

burden of rebutting the presumption which thus lies against his

16
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piety, and of showing, ere lie be received as a member, that he

is, notwithstanding, a Christian man. Let him show, if he can,

by broad marks, which all who know him will recognize, if they

really exist, that the spirit of oppression and selfishness is not

in him ; that his holding is upon him, and not in him ; that he

is intent to know and do his duty in the case—this, at the

least, before he be accepted as a follower of Christ. But the

case stands quite differently with the H. M. Society. It finds

these churches already organized, and needing aid—churches of

Christ, as the most earnest in the opposition dare not deny,

though wrong in their views and policy respecting slavery.

The single question for the Society is, shall we now preach the

Gospel in these churches, not as approving their views, nor as

sanctioning their policy in this respect, but on the contrary, as

utterly and avowedly condemning the whole system, but still

coming into such relation- to these churches as to labor in them

for their recovery from all wrong ? Shall we recognize them

as Christian, though defective churches, and strive to purge

them as vessels for the Master's use, applying the Gospel just as

unimpeached Christian ministers in their discretion, on the

ground, shall judge wisest—shall this be done, or these churches

be denied aid, and thrust away from our hopes and labors ?

The H. M. Society has judged the former to be most wise and

Christian ; and so far from meriting these suspicions, it deserves

thanks from all who hate slavery, as the most effective of all our

Christian agencies against that sin. These Southern churches

do not understand the H. M. Society as in any sense approving

slavery ;
neither do Southern communities so understand it

;

nor will it be so regarded by any who candidly consider the

history of its sayings and doings in relation to this subject.

The other consideration to which we referred, relates to the

question—where, after all, does the responsibility pointedly

rest for the just application of the Gospel in these erring

churches ? The Board of Directors cannot be present to di-

rect • they must entrust the whole administration of the Gospel

in the detail of it to the missionaries in the field, each judging

and acting under vows, and as he shall answer to his Lord.
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Thev send men wlio are certified to them as tried and faithful

ministers of Christ ; aside from this, they can ordinarily know-

little beyond the general repute of the man—little of his spirit,

little of his bearing as a soldier of Christ in presence of the

enemy, Yrhether he will be firm and faithful, or shrink and tem-

porize in conflict with a great sin like slavery. All depends

upon the style of the man. And there the responsibility must

rest. The society lends all its influence to the encouragement

of fidelity in its missionaries. It cannot fitly give special rules

for dealing with slavery ; it can but send approved men, known

to be free from all peculiar temptations to be unfaithful
; and

if they falter and flinch, and hide the counsel of the Lord

through fear or favor, on them it rests, and not on the Society.

And for any derelictions of this kind in its agents, the Society

can be held accountable only so far as it shall be found autho-

rizing the fault.

Doubtless here is our weakness as against slavery and as

against every other sin. Ten Christian men go forth as mis-

sionaries to as many churches in slaveholding communities
;

and you shall find ten varieties of procedure, ranging from a

prophet's heroism down to cowardly silence. The trial is

great, and we who afar off lift up loud voices of unsparing con-

demnation against slavery, and easily see how Jonah should

straightway proceed to Ninevah, and cry against its sins, should

consider how cogent and insidious are the influences which an

erring people will bring to bear to seduce and silence a minister

of Christ. All styles of men are in the ministry—the firm and

the weak, the bold and the timid, the wise and the rash. We
believe the missionaries of the H. M. Society in the South have

been and are, taken together, as faithful as an equal number of

our Northern preachers would be amid their trials. Much they

have done against slavery
; much which, with more grace, they

might have done, we fear they have failed to do ; but we do

not well see how the Society could have secured a greater mea-

sure of fidelity than it has.

It would be difiicult to say. too, how theH, M. Society could

have repeated in a greater variety of form its substantial
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declaration of hostility to slavery. It has not, indeed, sworn

into the words of any Society, nor adopted any formulary of

technical anti-slavery utterance. But to any mind that listens

to the meaning of words, and not to words only, the declara-

tions of this Society will seem full and satisfactory.

The H. M. Society has done everything in kind which a candid

judgment could ask, to vindicate the correctness of its senti-

ments, and its position in relation to slavery. Everything in

kind ;
and yet we are constrained to feel and say, when we con-

sider the painful prominence of the sin in question, how it

thrusts itself in wherever the sons of God meet or have any

work of the Lord on hand ; and when we see how widely the

hearts of Christians are made to ache by the suspicion that this

beloved Society in any way fails of its duty toward this sin,

oh ! that it had spoken more and oftener, more freely and

promptly ! It may be a weakness, but it is certainly a very

venial one, that Christian ears and hearts should crave to be

often assured that a sin so grievous is not forgotten. Over and

over again, we can afford to utter a feeling so honorable to

every Christian, so pertinent to every American Christian, as

that of earnest abhorrence of slavery. It is a comfort to many

of our minds to hear it, and it is good for our Southern brethren,

and for all the world to hear it.

We are glad that the Society is ready to declare, as it does

in the March No. of the Home Missionary, that it stands upon

the highest ground ever taken by the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church—ground once far higher than it now holds,

as its noble utterance in 1818 demonstrates ; and on the same

ground with the Resolution of the Albany Convention. It aims

to preach the Gospel in its purity, and as far as practicable, it

sends and supports such ministers only as its missionaries as it

has every reason to believe will "so preach the Gospel, and in-

culcate the principles and application of Gospel discipline, that,

with the blessing of God, it shall have its full effect in awaken-

ing and enlightening the moral sense in regard to slavery, and

in bringing to pass the speedy abolition of that stupendous

wrong ;" and when their missionaries in some instances, "have



HOME MIS. SOC. AND SLAVERY. 245

not been permitted so to preach, but have, in accordance with

the directions of Christ in such cases, ' departed out of that

city,' " this Society has approved their fidelity, sustained them in

their sacrifice, and aided them to other fields of labor.

So far, therefore, from findiug just grounds of fact for the

charge so industriously made against the H. M. Society of coun-

tenancing and fostering slavery, a thorough and dispassionate

inquiry gives us the simple truth that this Society stands upon

a platform of avowed opposition to slavery, openly declares war

upon it as one of its foremost foes in the work of evangelization,

sifts out from among its agents every man whom participation

in slavery in any form might turn aside from duty, refuses to

send men who will let slavery alone, and gives to its mission-

aries every encouragement to be as faithful as they know this

Society, and He who is both its Master and theirs, expect them

to be. It does everything to evince its abhorrence of slavery,

except simply cease to fight it ! It does not sheathe the sword

and turn away to seek some other and feebler foe. It carries

the war into the enemy's land. It will not quit even the

churches which that giant sin has polluted with its touch, but

looks upon them as the points where it may most closely and

advantageously grapple with it, and smite it with the weapons

of the Lord. We heartily approve this policy of the Society
;

only may God raise up for them men of such faith and power

as the work demands, and breathe into *hem the spirit of meek

simplicity, and cool heroic wisdom, and patience of love and

hope and prayer. Were the Society to abandon this policy,

and withdraw its men, the twilight that now rests upon the de-

bateable ground between freedom and oppression, would deepen

by many shades of darkness, and whole districts would be given

over to unbroken night. So let it be, if to do otherwise would

compromise the truth of God. If to preach the Gospel with all

the faithfulness which it can secure from human agents still

leaves the H. M. Society guilty of approving slavery, then in-

deed it should withdraw, and leave that sin to undisputed mas-

tery of the field. But let us be sure of our ground, before we

quench another light in the darkened South. We firmly believe
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that this Society is doing more by its missionaries in the slave-

holding States, than is done by all other agencies together, to

bring the Gospel front to front with slavery. And we call ear-

nestly on those who are now burdening this Society with sus-

picion, and paining the hearts of good men with unfounded

apprehensions, to cease from their work, and join with us in

the prayer and the trust that it may fill nobly up, in the future,

the career of fidelity on which it has entered, and that it may

be anointed of God, "to proclaim liberty to the captives, and

the opening of the prison to them that are bound."

Resolved, Therefore, that this General Association do cor-

dially approve of the A. H. M. Society, and commend it to our

churches as an organization from which it is safe and blessed

to receive, and to which it is more blessed to give.

And whereas insinuations and charges of wrong have been

made against this Society in its relations to slavery, too vague

in their character, and too general and sweeping in their aim, to

admit of refutation, therefore

—

Resolved, That we will frown upon all such accusations, unless

their authors and abettors will make specific allegations, and

hold themselves responsible for the same.
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WISCONSIN.

[For the Statistics of this State, thanks are specially due to

Rev. Z. M. Humphrey, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church,

Racine, and Stated Clerk of the General Convention of "Wis-

consin ; who promptly and kindly furnished the Union with a

" History of Presbyterian and Congregational Churches in

"Wisconsin," published in 1851, and with corrected statistics of

the Congregational Churches as far as the limited time would

allow ; from which the following items are collected.
]

The history of the rise and progress of religious institutions in

this State is without a parallel, in respect to their early establish-

ment and their rapid advancement. Fifteen years ago this coun-

try was occupied by the wild red man and the wild prey which

he followed in the chase. In 1836, one minister entered this field

and commenced his labors, and one church was organized dur-

ing that year. In 1839, there were three ministers and five or

six churches. From that time there has been a constant ac-

cession of ministers and a rapid increase of churches from year

to year. There are now (1851,) one hundred ministers and one

hundred and twenty-five churches. An ecclesiastical organiza-

tion has been established, consisting of a General Convention

and four District Conventions, which happily unite these

churches and ministers in one body ; and over forty houses of

public worship have been erected.

But these statistics and general statements by no means show

what has been accomplished. An amount of moral influence

has been exerted by these ministers and churches on the forming
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character of this young and growing State, which no arith-

metic can compute and no mere figures express. The Gospel

has been preached not only to congregations connected with

these churches, but to multitudes in other places, and in the

scattered settlements of the country. Sabbath schools have

been extensively established, and multitudes of children and
youth have thus been brought up under religious instruction.

The Temperance cause has been aided and borne forward in its

achievements. The Bible has been widely circulated. Tracts

and religious books have been scattered over the State. The
observance of the Sabbath has been promoted ; the cause of ed"

ucation has been advanced ; common schools have been encour-

aged ; select schools and academies have been established and

sustained, and a college has been founded and put in successful

operation ; and revivals of religion have been enjoyed among
the churches from year to year, which have resulted in the hope-

ful conversion of nearly three thousand souls.

These happy results are to be traced in a great measure to

the influence and efforts of the American Home Missionary

Society. The early occupancy of the field by that Society, its

efficient aid and continued fostering care, have placed the cause

of religion in its present advantageous position in the State.

Nearly all the churches were either organized by the missiona-

ries of that Society, or have been aided in the support of their

ministers by its funds. Several ministers who are now sustained

by their own people, are occupying ground prepared to their

hands by the missionaries of the A. H. M. S., and building on

foundations laid by them.

It will be a matter of interest to those who are not acquain-

ted with the practical working of the Convention, to know what

are its powers, and the relations which it sustains to the

churches connected with it.

The great principle involved in this arrangement is contained

in the first article of the Constitution, which is fundamental and

unalterable, as follows :

" Churches belonging to this Convention may adopt either
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the Presbyterian or Congregational mode of government, and

shall each be represented at the meetings of the Convention by

one delegate."

In the organization of a church, the form of government is

decided by the vote of the majority of the members ; the mi-

nority yield their preferences, and coincide with the form of

government thus adopted. There is no mixture of the two

modes of government in the same church. Each church is eith-

er Presbyterian or Congregational, and transacts its business ac-

cording to the established rules and usages of other churches of

the same order ; recognizing the right of the majority to decide

in matters of this kind.

To the Presbyterian churches, the Convention sustains the

same relation as a Presbytery, and has the same jurisdiction

over them. To the Congregational churches it stands in the

same relation as an Association with lay delegation, or rather

a Consociation. It has no jurisdiction over the churches, unless

by their action cases are referred to Convention for decision.

There is a provision in the Constitution which requires the

records of the churches to be reviewed ; but this rule does not

give the Convention any control in a judicial sense. It is de-

signed, so far as Congregational churches are concerned, to af-

ford opportunity for advice and suggestion in regard to the

manner of keeping records, and to enable Convention to dis-

cover any essential disorders or departure from sound doctrine,

in which case they have the right to withdraw fellowship from

the church, and thus dissolve the connection.

Twelve years have now passed since the organization of the

Convention ; its meetings have been harmonious and profitable,

and often seasons of deep interest and spiritual refreshing.
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Milwaukee County.

Churches.



WISCONSIN. 253



254 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

IOWA,

The General Association of Iowa convened at Mount Pleas-

ant, in the Congregational Church, June 2, 1853, at 71-2P.M.,

and was opened with devotional exercises.

Rev, B. Gaylord was chosen Moderator; Eev. A. B.Rob-

bins, Scribe ; and Rev. H. Adams, xissistant Scribe.

A committee was appointed to report a plan for the appro-

priation of the apportionment (8000 dollars) of the $50,000

fund made to this State, and to nominate a committee of five to

receive and appropriate the money. 'They were also instructed

to appoint a committee as central as possible.

This committee subsequently made a report, which, after

amendment, was adopted, as follows :

PLAN OF APPROPRIATION TO AID IN ERECTING CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCHES IN IOWA.

I. Messrs. J. A. Reed, E. Adams and I. Lambrite, of Daven-

port ; W. Salter, of Burlington ; and Henry A. Wiltse, of Du-

buque, shall be the committee to receive and appropriate the

money apportioned to this State. They shall hold their office

one year, and until their successors are appointed, and with

power to fill vacancies. They shall make an annual report to

the General Association. Three of this committee shall con-

stitute a quorum, competent for the transaction of business.

II. The committee shall appoint their own officers—a Presi-

dent, Secretary and Treasurer.

III. The principles regulating the committee in appropriating

aid shall be those contained in the eighth, ninth, tenth, and elev-

enth articles of the Plan adopted by the Albany Convention.
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Articles of Incorporation wore also adopted, constituting the

above committee, " The Iowa Church-building Fund Corpora-

tion."

The above committee organized after adjournment, and chose

J. A. Reed, President, E. Adams, Secretary, and J. Lambrite,

Treasurer. Applications for aid should be addressed to the

Secretary, at Davenport.

The following resolution was adopted in reference to the

Mass. Sabbath School Society :

Resolved, That we regard with interest the establishment by

the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society, of a Western Agen-

cy, and cordially recommend Rev. D. B. Nichols, agent for Iowa

and Northern Illinois, to the sympathies and co-operation of our

churches and communities.

In the evening, a sermon was preached from John 17 : 18,

by Rev. A. Turner.

On the following morning these resolutions were adopted in

reference to

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND IOWA COLLEGE.

I. That a devoted and efficient ministry is, by God's arrange-

ment, indispensible to the progress of the Redeemer's Kingdom
on the earth, and that the churches of Christ are under the most

solemn obligation to make every effort to provide for this great

want, by striving to train up such a ministry.

II. That it is the duty of the ministers and churches repre-

sented in this Association to encourage young men of devoted

piety and promising talent, to consecrate themselves to the work

of the Christian ministry, and to furnish to such all the aid they

may need to enable them to enter upon a course of study with

this end in view. Therefore,

III. That an effort be made to raise within the State during
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the year the sum of five thousand dollars ; two thousand dol-

lars for the endowment of four permanent scholarships in the

Preparatory Department of Iowa College
; so much of the re-

mainder as may be needed for the current year to be given to

aid this class of young men ; and the balance to be disposed of

as the Trustees may direct : This sum to be raised in the fol-

lowing manner ; by circulating a subscription among those here

present, and by requesting all our ministers to present this sub-

ject to their several charges on or near the first Sabbath in De-

cember, and take up collections in aid of this object.

A subscription paper was circulated, and $711 subscribed.

CONGREGATIONAL HERALD.

That we regard the establishment of the Congregational Her-

ald in Chicago as an enterprise urgently demandedby the wants

of the churches in the North-West, that the editors of that pa-

per have our hearty sympathy and confidence, and that we re-

commend its introduction to the families of our congregations.

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

I. That our relation to the Home Missionary work and the

debt of gratitude we owe to the A. H. M. S., lead us to cherish

a deep interest in the welfare of that Society, and feel as deep

grief at whatever may hinder its prosperity.

II. That prompted by this interest, we affectionately request

the Executive Committee of said Society, to adopt a rule, under

which, aid for the support of the Gospel shall be withheld from

churches admitting voluntary slaveholders to their communion.

TEMPERANCE.

That having unceasing confidence in the justice and expedi-

ency of the principles of the " Maine Law," we earnestly desire,

and will labor to secure, its enactment, substantially, in this

State.
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POLITICAL DUTIES.

That we believe tlic morality of the Gospel extends to our

political as well as to our religious duties, and that we are re-

quired thereby as really to use the power vested in us as citizens

against slavery and intemperance, as we are to pray against

those sins.

DOCTRINAL TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY.

I. That this Association record their grateful acknowledg-

ments to the Doctrinal Tract and Book Society of Massachu-

setts, for their valuable contributions to the libraries of many
of our ministers, of the works of Bellamy, Hopkins, the young-

er Edwards, and the venerable John Robinson, and that we are

animated by the substantial aid which we have thus received, to

seek higher qualifications for the more faithful and efficient pro-

secution of our ministerial labors.

II. That we regard the republication of other works of the

Fathers of New England, together with a history of the New
England Churches, as an enterprise of great importance, and as

demanded by a due regard to the memory of those who have

obtained for their principles and labors a good report, and also

by a just sense of the wants of our own generation, and especi-

ally of the West.

CORRESPONDING BODIES.

The following Delegates were appointed, in case of whose fail-

ure,. the Registrar was instructed to give certificates to such mi-

nisters as may be able to attend.

To General Conference of Maine, D. Lane.
" " Association of New Hampshire, " "

" " Convention of Vermont, II. Adams,
" " Association of Massachusetts, B. A. Spaulding

' Connecticut, R. Gaylord,

" N. York, W. L. Coleman,

" Michigan, C. II. Gates,

" Illinois, 0. Emerson,

" " Convention of Wisconsin, II. N. Gates,

17
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To German Evangel. Conference of the West, W. Salter,

" Synod of Illinois, S. Waters,
u u u Peoria, A. B. Robbins.

The Registrar was instructed to send the resolutions referring

to the A. H. M. S., and D. T. & B. S., to their respective secre-

taries.

A discourse on the history of the Congregational Churches in

Iowa was delivered this] evening by R. Gaylord, which he was re-

quested to furnish for publication in the Congregational Herald.

On the morning of the Lord's day Rev. J. C. Holbrook

preached from John XVII. 4., I have finished the work thou

gavest me to do. At 2 o'clock the children were addressed.

—

At 3 o'clock the Lord's Supper was administered. In the even-

ing a sermon was preached by Rev. J. K. Mason, from Mat.

XX. 20. All these things have I keptfrom my youth up: What

lack I yet ?

The Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian Churches were, by

request, supplied by appointment of the Association.

Adjourned to meet at Davenport on the first Wednesday in

June, 1854, at 7 P. M. Rev. W. Salter, preacher of the Asso-

ciational sermon, on Thursday evening.
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THE NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION

Begins witli thanksgiving for the blessings of the year. The

churches have been multiplied and increased. Seven new

churches have been gathered, consisting largely of those who
have recently been converted from darkness to light, and from

the power of Satan unto God. They are the fruits of missiona

ry labors, and should encourage to such labors more abundant.

Revivals of religion of peculiar interest and power are re-

ported in several places. In one instance the Divine influence

extended to a company of pious emigrants, who had stopped to

rest in the neighborhood, on their way over the plains to Ore-

gon. They were accompanied by a minister, who shared in

the labor and joy of the ingathering of souls. Scores and hun-

dreds of emigrants, catching the sacred fire, flocked to the

standard of the Lord Jesus which had been raised ; and though

belonging to different denominations, they now agreed to live

together in a church-state, under the style of the " Oriana

Church of L^mpqua Yallcy," with the full purpose of planting

the institutions of the gospel in their contemplated home,
" where rolls the Oregon, and the Pacific wave." In another

place eleven heads of families and four entire families, were

added to the Lord.

Peace and prosperity have attended the churches generally.

Their number is 57, ministers 49. The present numbei; of mem-

bers in the churches is 2,072. The net increase during the

year is 208. The contributions of the churches to benevolent

objects are $3,314 70.

A number of houses of worship have been Completed during

the year, and a larger number are in process of erection, and

about being commenced. The contributions from this State to

the ^50,000 Fund are $588,05. Many feeble churches are now
encouraged to do what has long been in their hearts—to find

out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of

Jacob. The friends of the Redeemer in all the new towns and
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Bettlemcnts are earnestly exhorted to avail themselves of the

aid that is so generously proffered, and give neither sleep to

their eyes, nor slumber to their eyelids, until they build a suit-

able house, in which they may statedly assemble to celebrate

the praise of God.

A growing interest and more decided feeling prevails in rela-

tion to the questions of moral reform. Society is regarded as

under obligation to protect itself and its more unfortunate mem-
bers against the ravages of the distillery and the dram shop, and

the establishment of the principles cf the " Maine Law,'" in due

time, is confidently anticipated. The withholding of all christ-

ian recognition, and support from the system of American

slavery—a consummation most devoutly to be wished—seems

nearer at hand than ever before. More just views are also ob-

taining in relation to the evils of popular ignorance, and schools

and academi3s are believed to be extending their influence and

improving in character. The number of Sunday School scholars

in connection with the congregational churches is 2,333.

There is reason to believe that the principles and polity of

our churches are gaining a stronger hold upon the confidence

and affections of the people of the State at large. Calls for

preaching the gospel are increasing in number and earnestness.

The conviction is fast obtaining, that the churches must them-

selves furnish the young men who shall fill the sacred office in
,

the new congregations and in the waste places. God is turn-

ing the hearts of some of the youth of promise in this direc-

tion, and the infant College already numbers those who desire

the good work of a christian bishop. The hearty and vigorous

co-operation of all the churches in the plan adopted at this

meeting to increase the cfTicicncy of Iowa College, Avith special

reference to the training of ministers of the gospel, is earnestly

desired. The population and Avealih of the State are increasing

with unexampled rapidity, and the necessity is urgent for a

greatly increased number of good ministers of Jesus Christ.
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STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

Davenport Association.

CInircIies.
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Des Moines River Association.

Churches.
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MINNESOTA.

A Convention -wliich resulted in the organization of the Congrega-

tional Association of Minnesota, -was held at St. Anthony, July

29, 1853. Rev. Sherman Hall was chosen Moderator, and Rev. H.

M. Nichols, Scribe.
'

The Meeting was 'opened with portions of Scripture and prayer.

Rev. Charles Seccombe gave an account of his labors in St. Anthony

;

—congregation increasing in numbers—sabbath school flourishing and

interesting—27 members in the church.

Rev. Sherman Hall, of Point Douglass, gave an interesting account

of his itinerant labors. 5 preaching places—a church of 11 members

organized—only one male member besides the pastor—general aspect

of things improving—observance of the sabbath increasing—a Sun-

day School just organized at Prescott ; commenced under favorable

auspices.

Rev. H. M. Nichols gave a short account of his tour through Ben-

ton county, and of the call for missionary labor.

After devotional exercises the Constitution and By-Laws were dis-

cussed and adopted—of which the following are the 1st and 9th

articles :

—

This Association shall be called The Congregational Association of

Minnesota. It shall consist of Rev. Messrs. Sherman Hall, of Crow

Wing, Richard Hall, of Point t)ouglass, Charles Seccombe, of St.

Anthony, H. M. Nichols of St. Anthony, Royal Twitchell, of Rum
River, and Charles Galphin, of Lake Minnetonka ; together with all

whom they shall hereafter receive into fellowship.

This Association adopts the following Confession of Faith, as a gen-

eral symbol of doctrine :
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CONFESSION OF FAITH.

Article 1. We believe tliat there is one God—the sole Creator,

Preserver and moral Governor of the universe. A spiritual Being of

infinite wisdom, power, justice, goodness and truth; self-existent, inde-

pendent and unchangeable.

Art. 2. We believe that the scriptures of the old and new Testa"

ments were given by inspiration of God ; that they contain a complete

and harmonious system of divine truth, and are our only perfect rule

of doctrinal belief and religious practice.

Art. 3. We believe that according to the scriptures the divine exis-

tence is such as lays a foundation for a three-fold distinction of persons

in the Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; and that

these three are one God—he tsame in essence, and in all the divine at-

tributes equal.

Art. 4. We believe that the one supreme God has made all things

for himself; that known unto him were all his works from the begin,

ning; and that he has made all things according to the holy and un-

changing counsel of his own will
;
yet in such a manner as that man is

a free agent, and accountable for all his actions.

Art. 5. We believe that the divine law, and the principles of divine

government are perfectly holy, just and good.

Art. 6. We believe that the first parents of the human race were

created holy, and fell from their original state by voluntarily trans-

gressing the divine command in the article of forbidden fruit.

Art. 7. We believe that, in consequence of their apostacy, all their

posterity are born with hearts depraved and at enmity with God; so

that, if left to themselves, they will invariably commit sin, and expose

themselves to his wrath forever.

Art. 8. We believe that Christ, the Son of God, is the only E,edeem-

er of sinners—that he took our nature upon him, and by his suiferings

and death made a sufilcient atonement for the sins of all men, so that

God can now be just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth in

Jesus.

Art. 9. We believe that, although the invitations of the gospel

are such that whosoever will may come and partake of the waters of

life freely
;
yet the depravity of the human heart is such, that no man

will come to Christ, except the Father, by the special and efiicacious

influences of his spirit, draw him.
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Art. 10. Wo 'believe that those who embrace the gospel were cho-

sen in Christ before the world began ; and that they are saved, not by

works of righteousness which they have done, but according to the dis-

tinguishing mercy of Grod, by the washing of regeneration and renew-

ing of the Holy Ghost.

Art. 11. We believe that for those who exercise true faith in Christ,

there is no condemnation, and that they are kept by the power of God>

through faith unto salvation.

Art. 12. We believe that there will be a resurrection of the dead
;

that all mankind 'haust one day stand before the judgment seat of

Christ, to receive sentence of just and final retribution, according to

their respective works ; and that from the judgment seat the wicked

shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life

eternal.

Art. 13. We believe that the sacraments of the New Testament

arc Baptism and Lord's Supper ; that believers of regular chui'ch

standing only, can con!^istently partake of the holy supper
;
and that

visible believers be admitted to the ordinance of baptism.

The Congregational Association of Minnesota having been thus con-

stituted with prayer by the Moderator, the Convention was dissolved^

and Rev. Sherman Hall was chosen Moderator of the Association, and

Rev. Charles Seccombe, Scribe.

The following are the By-Laws relating to the licensing of Candi.

dates.

The examination of candidates for license shall embrace the follow-

ing departments

:

.1. Standing in the Christian church; present cxpcriencG of the

grace of God, and motives for entering the gospel ministry.

2. Theological doctrine and practical duty.

»

3. The Hebrew and Greek languages.

4. Ecclesiastical History.

5. Ecclesiastical Polity and positive institutions.

6. Biblical Literature and History.

7. Classical and Literary attainments.

Each candidate shall be required to read before the Association a

sermon, or such parts of it as shall be desired. He shall also present

for examination, an exegetical essay. Unless personally known to one

^r more of the members, the candidate shall, ordinarily, present certifi-

cates of character from his instructors in theology, or from some one
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known to the Association, in addition to the usual certificates of church

membership and theological studies.

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted:

—

Resolved, That we believe the morality of the gospel extends to

our social and 2Jolitical, as well as our religious duties, and that we are

thereby as really required to use the power vested in us as citizens,

against the sins of the age, as we are to pray against those sins.

Resolved, That we regard slaveholding as a sin against Grod, and a

crime against man; and we deem it eminently the duty of the church

of Christ, to stand aloof from all connection with this sin, and protest

by every christian means, against the principle of property in man.

Resolved, That fully believing in the justice and expediency of the

principles of the prohibitory Liquor Law, as enacted by many of the

States, we will do all in our power, as christian citizens and christian

ministers, to secure the enactment of a similar Law in this Territory.

Resolved^ That as the sanctification of the Sabbath is one of the

firmest safe guards of Society, as well as one of the highest require-

ments of religion, we will use special effort to promote the public and

social observance of the Sabbath day.

A Committee having been appointed to draft a system of regula.

tions for the government of the Territorial committee who shall be ap-

pointed to receive and disburse the $4000, presented the following

report, which was adopted.

KEPORT.

ON THE RULES FOR THE BUILDING FUND COMMITTEE.

L This Committee shall choose their own officers, who shall be a Presi-

dent, Secretary and Treasurer.

2. This Committee shall be annually renewed by election by the Con-

gregational Association of Minnesota, to continue in office until their

successors are appointed, with power to fill vacancies. Three members

of this committee shall constitute a quorum competent to transact busi-

ness; and they shall make an annual report to the Association of their

doings.

3. The Committee shall be regulated in appropriating the money'

by the principles contained in the 8th, 9th, 10th and 1 1th articles o

the Albany Convention, in relation to the church building fund. (See

minutes of the Convention.)
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4. No appropriation shall be made to a churcli until evidence is fur-

nished that said church has a good title to its building lot, and that it

has been incorporated according to law. Provided, ho-wever, a church

is unable to obtain a title to their lot, they may receive the appropria-

tion by giving sufficient security for the amount, until they have had a

reasonable time for obtaining such title.

5. Every church applying for aid must give the name and location

of the church or congregation, the number of members, both male and

female, the name of its minister or stated supply, and the average

number of attendants on public worship.

6. The amount to be appropriated to any 'church or society, will be

paid to the order of the trustees, when the committee are satisfied

that the house of worship has been completed agreeably to the terms

of the appropriation.

7. In any case where payment in advance is necessary to secure

the completion of the house of worship, a portion of the amount ap

propriated will be advanced on personal security, the whole amount to

be paid and the security to be released when the house is completed.

8. Whatever portion of the $4000,00 shall not be required for im-

mediate use, the Committee may loan on proper security, that they

shall be able to avail themselves of it whenever wanted.

The Territorial Committee were now chosen, to take charge of the

building fund, and attend to its disbursement in accordance with the

above regulations. That Committee consists of

E-ev. E.. Hall, of Point Douglass
; Rev. Charles Galpin, Lake Min-

netonka ; Rev. Charles Seccombe, St. Anthony ; Hon. W. C. Hurd,

Sauk Rapids ; Mr. Charles King, St. Anthony.

After devotional exercises, the Association adjourned to meet a^

Point Douglass, on the last Thursday of January, at 7 P. M.
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OREGON.

Tlic history of Congregationalism on the Pacific coast begins

with the embarkation of Rev. George H. Atkinson for Oregon,

October 23, 1847, where he arrived on the 20th of the following

June, having been detained nearly three months at the Sand-

wich Islands, awaiting an opportunity to obtain a passage to

the mouth of the Columbia. In the autumn of 1848, a second

missionar}^, Rev. Horace Lyman, was commissioned for this dis-

tant part of our home field, who commenced his labors at Port-

land, at the head of navigation on the "Willamette River, and

at present the most important place in the Territory. A church

of twenty members has been organized, and a commodious

church edifice erected at an expense of $6,400, and its influence

is already widely felt in the cause of temperance, education,

and every effort to promote the well-being of society.

Rev. George H. Atkinson, who is stationed at Oregon City,

twelve miles above Portland, has spent a portion of his time

the past year in an effort at the East to procure the endowment

of two literary institutions, which are regarded as vital to the

interests of the cause of education in the Territory. Not the

least important among the manifold labors of the pioneers in

this vast territory, have been their efforts to establish these

and other institutions of learning, which, Avith the blessing of

God, shall shed the light of science and religion over these shores

for centuries to come.

The discovery of gold in California in 1848, produced an un-

settled state of society in Oregon, very disastrous to the inter-

ests of the missions. The regular pursuits of life were sus-
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pendcd, and nearly the whole male population rushed to the

mines, and when the crowd of adventurers began to return,

other causes were in operation to scatter the population over

the country, so that but a small number in most cases can be

reached by each missionary. Other laborers, however, have

entered upon the field—Rev. Thomas Condon, in 1852, who is

stationed at St. Helens, and llev. Obed Dickenson at Salem.

These brethren, with three others, whose names we have not

been able to procure, and one new school Presbyterian, have

formed themselves into a Congregational Association, and al-

though these, with all their fellow-laborers of other Protestant

denominations, can but ill supply the rapidly increasing popu-

lation scattered along the shores of the Straits of De Fuca and
Pugets Sound, amid the forests around the cascades of the Co-

lumbia, tlirough the fertile valleys of the Cowlitz and the Wil-

lamette, on the banks of the Umpqua, and even to the boun-

dary of California, they will cause many a region to shine in

the light of truth, and exert an invaluable influence in moulding

the character of this infant territory, and in laying the founda-

tions of public order, intelligence and virtue.
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CALIFORNIA.

By the treaty of Guadaloiipe Hidalgo, ratified May 30, 1848,

Mexico ceded to the United States the Province of Upper Cal-

ifornia. Tliis event added a vast area to onr national domain,

and imposed a new responsibility on the Home Missionary Soci-

ety, as the organ of the churches in supplying the destitute por-

tions of our country with the means of grace. Two missiona-

ries were therefore commissioned for California in the autumn

of 1848.

Before they had embarked for their field of labor, the

astounding announcement was received which turned toward

that land the attention of the whole civilized world. The
golden treasures which had slumbered from the Creation,

awaiting the occupancy of the soil by a free Protestant people,

were suddenly disclosed ; and from every civilized land, but

most of all from our own shores, eager multitudes rushed to

gather the golden harvest. Villages and cities sprang up, as

by magic, along the river courses ; and from an obscure Mex-

ican province, it leaped forth a full grown State.

To follow these self-exiled thousands with the institutions of

the gospel, which should mold the discordant elements thus

thrown upon those shores into the forms of organized and

christian society, was the appropriate work and evident duty

of the Home Missionary Society ; and although the treasury

was empty, the Committee hesitated not to obey the summons,

and in 1850 commissioned three additional laborers for this

field. They were cordially received, and after a short period,
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their support was assumed by the people to whom they minis-

tered. 'God has signally prospered their labors. In San

Francisco, San Jose, Marysville, and Nevada, flourishing

churches have been gathered, and commodious houses of

worship erected. Extensive tours for exploration and preach-

ing have also been made in diflerent parts of the country,

especially in the mining districts. The missionaries, have also

exerted a leading influence in restraining the prevalence of

vice and crime—in creating an elevated and healthful public

sentiment—in projecting educational enterprises—in diffusing

general intelligence and religious truth, through the medium of

the press ; in short, in every movement connected with laying

the foundations of institutions which are destined to bless the

unborn millions who are to people those shores.

In the month of July, 1849, the First Congregational Church

was formed in this city, under the ministry of Rev. T. Dwight
Hunt, its present pastor. In that early day, the population of

the city numbered but a few hundreds ; and the congregation

assembled for divine worship in a small building, situated on

the southwest corner of Portsmouth Square. But the influx of

population was so rapid, and buildings of every kind were so

scarce, that the public necessity soon demanded this house,

(which had been built for a public school house) as a place

of confinement for criminals. From about August of that

year, till the following February, the congregation had no con-

venient place of assembling. At that time a chapel had been

completed by them, sufficiently large to accommodate 200

persons and upwards. Early in the summer of the year follow-

ing, 1850, Mr. Hunt was installed pastor of the church
; and

ever since the place of worship has been well filled, and much
of the time crowded to overflowing. In June, 1851, the build-

ing was exposed to the great fire, and was saved only by the

greatest exertion. Plans for building a more commodious

church were talked of as soon as the city began to recover

from the depressing effects of the great fires of the year 1851

;

but none was fixed upon till about a year ago, when it was

determined to erect a permanent brick church. It was a great
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undcrtalfing, but it was entered upon witli a corrc.'pondinj^ en-

ergy. The building is now up, and will have been, ere this, dedi-

cated to divine worship. The society Avill be involved in a

heavy debt; but it is witliin its own body, the means being

furnished by a number of the congregation. There are few if

any very wealthy men in this congregation, but the body of the

society are young men of energy and perseverance. An organ

is on the way for this church, and the audience room will be

neat and tasteful. The house will hold when completed, from

1200, to 1500 persons. This will be the first permanent church

edifice erected in the city.

In the summer of the same year, 1849, in a little village of

cloth tents and flimsy houses and shops, pitched under thenoblo

oaks, on the banks of the River Sacramento, another little

church was forhaed under the ministry of Rev. J. A. Benton.

The congregation met sometimes under the shade of one of tiie

larger trees ; and sometimes in a building, which, in other

countries, would be called a shed, and which was afterwards a

blacksmith's shop.

Amid the hurry and bustle and confusion of those days, the

Sabbath was but little distinguished from other time'. Very

few took note of it. Noise and business and traffic character-

ised it. But when the town was all astir, and teams Avere

coming and going, and boats and vessels were unlading, the

little congregation might have been seen gathered in their

accustomed place nndcr the tree, or in the before mentioned

building, to honor God as best they could, in public worship.

It was a matter that attracted little attention and caused but

few remarks. It interfered with nobody's schemes, though

they who attended to such things as public worship at that

time in California, were regarded as somewhat singular. The

season of severe heat came on, and prostrated the health of

their minister. He struggled against sickness for months, but

was finally obliged, at the beginning of the rainy season, to

leave for a change of climate. During that long and severe

winter, 1849—50, the congregation was Avithout a minister.

But when spring returned, he went to his place again, Avith
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health restored and strength revived. His little church gath-

ered around him, his congregation assembled again, first in an

upper room, while their present church edifice was building

;

and when that was done, (which was early in the summer of

1850,) their numbers were considerably enlarged. From that

time thft progress of the church has been marked with usefulness

and success.

In the spring of the year 1851, Mr. Benton was ordained and

installed pastor of the churcli ; tlie only ordination service that

has taken place in the State. The plain, pointed, and un-

shrinking manner in which the truth has there been preached

ever since, has had a great influence in bringing about the

iiarked change that has taken place in the morals of that com-

munity. And the influence of that church and congregation,

now filling entirely their house of worship, exerts, and will

exert a very important influence in carrying the work of reform

to the desired result. The salutary progress has hitherto been

silent and unheralded ; but it has gone so far, that those who
have least sympathy with it care not to speak disrespectfully

of it.

When, last November, the entire city was wrapped in flames,

and men, women, and children were "obliged to flee for their

lives at dead of night, and when, indeed, every other churcli in

the city was in a blaze, the well directed efforts to save this ono

were blessed ; and though apparently most exposed, it w^as as if

the Omnipotent One had vouchsafed it protection, and com-

manded the raging element to do it no harm. And there it

stands to this day, the only house of worship in the city, and

there is thefaithful sowing of the seed.

Two and a half years ago, news came down from the moun-

tains that rich deposits of gold had been found in and along

what was called Deer Creek. Multitudes flocked thither, and

a settlement immediately sprung up along the banks of that

stream. The mineral resources of the neighborhood continu-

ing to be great, the place grew in size and became the centre

of a thriving business. As in too many other instances, evcry-

vhing was taken there but moral principle. But that was so

18
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far left behind, that order and decorun:, sobriety, and a regard

for the Sabbath, were little known. Into this rough but stir-

ring scene of life Rev, J, H, Warren removed with his family

in the spring of 1851, In six months from that time, he had

by vigorous exertion secured the erection of the neat and com-

fortable church before mentioned, at a cost of $5,600, all of

which had been paid.

Six months after that, he was installed pastor of the Congre-

gational Church worshipping in it
; and he has continued his

ministrations ever since to a congregation that value the gos-

pel the more for being permitted to enjoy it while they dwell

away in those rough and mountainous districts.

Rev, J, G. Hale is located in Grass Valley, four miles from

Nevada, He has been there less than four months. He has a

congregation worshipping in a Masonic Hail ; and has a church

building up and enclosed, and paid for thus far. It is a little

larger than that at Nevada, This building will doubtless be

completed and occupied in two months.

Rev, W. C. Pond has begun to gather a congregation in the

northern part of this city. Two months ago, he commenced to

get subscriptions for his building. It is up, finished in a neat

and substantial manner with a bell, and nearly paid for, 60 feet

by 32 ; and was dedicated June 27. Services interesting.

House holds 300 ; and at least 100 went away, not being able

to get in. This is not an indication of what his congregation

will be, for Mr, Hunt and myself suspended our services to at-

tend his. But he will soon gather a good congregation.

Rev. I. E. Benton is preaching at Mission Dolores, near San

Francisco, bul no particulars have been received of the state of

the Mission.

While we rejoice that our own denomination has taken so

early and useful a part in the great Avork of evangelizing thi3

young and vigorous State, we thank God that other laborers

have entered the field and are cultivating it with success.
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While the harvest is so great and the laborers are so few,

we hardly stay to ask where they have been trained, and in

what way they will till the soil, if they do but go forth bearing

the precious seed of gospel truth. We would heartily say

—

" Send by whom thou wilt send ;"•
—

" Here am I, send me ;"—and
then add the fervent prayer—" Now the Lord add unto them

(how many soever they be) an hundred-fold," and ' that our

eyes may see it.'
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CAN ADA.

The Congregational churches in Canada, have, with abont

eioht or nine exceptions, risen into existence since the yeaF

1836. This progress is mainly the fruit of the labors of the

Colonial Missionary Society, in connection with the Congrega-

tional Union of England and Wales. At the same time not a

little has been done in the vray of increasing the number of

churches by the existing churches themselves, and in this work

they have been effectually aided by the liberality of the Chris-

tians in the United States. A large proportion of the churches

now reported are partially dependent on missionary funds

for the support of their pastors ;
these funds are partly raised

in Eno-land, partly in Canada, and almost annually some con-

tributions are sought in the United States. In a large number

of them, especially iu Eastern Canada, there arc a considerable

number of members natives of the United States, or dccendants

of such.

Until the present year the churches in Eastern Canada, and

as far West as Brockville, have been associaied in one Union,

and those West of that point in another. Their respective local

missionary organizations were also distinct and separate ; but

the whole have been recently brought together in one Union

and one Missionary Society, under the names of the "Congre-

o-ational Union of Canada," and the " Congregational Canadian

Missionary Society." From eighteen to twenty of the existing

pastors have been trained in the Theological Institution at Tor-

onto, in which there are usually from six to nine students.

Those churches have done a very important service to the

rcli"-ious interests of Cdnada, by diffusing correct ideas in re-

lation to the nature of Christian fellowship, and in regard to

the spiritual nature of our Lord's Kingdom. They were never

more effective than at the present time.
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STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES.

CANADA EAST.

Churches.
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CANADA WEST

Churches.
I X^'^
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CANADA WEST—Continued.

Chiirclies.



ZION CHURCH, MONTREAL.
PASTOR, REV. IIEXRY 'WILKES, D. D.

The "\vool1 cut affords a good representation of the churcli

building occupied by the First Congregational Church, Montreal.

It was erected at a cost, including the price of the land, of twen-

ty-five thousand dollars, and was dedicated in November, 1840.

The church was organized in July, 1832, under the pastoral care

of the Rev. Richard Miles, formerly missionary at Capetown,

South Africa, in connection Avith the London Missionary Society.

During the few years of his pastorate, a neat building was
erected by the congregation, in St. Maurice street, capable of

seating, without galleries, 350 persons.

In October, 183G, the present pastor began his regular labors

among the people, taking in connection therewith, the agency

of the Colonial Missionary Society, at first for the whole and
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afterwards for a part of Canada ; for which twofold object he

left his sphere of labor in Great Britain, and proceeded to Can-

ada. As a consequence the history of this church has been

linked intimately with the progress of the Congregational cause

in Canada East, and the eastern portion of Canada West. Eight

of its members have gone into the Christian ministry ; the ser-

vivors of whom are now actively laboring in some part of the

Lord's Vineyard.

In a few years after Dr. AVilkes' entrance upon the pastorate,

galleries were erected in the church, and other improvements

made ; and, moreover, the debt was paid off early in 1843. The

second church was formed of members of this church, amicably

leaving for the purpose, under the pastorate of Rev. J. J. Car-

ruthers, D. D., now of Portland, Maine. The place being in-

capable of enlargement, and there being no room left for exten-

sion, it was determined to erect a new, more commodious and

'larger edifice, and to dispose of that in St. Maurice street. As

none of the pews were sold, but the property was that of the church

this could be legally effected with ease. An eligible site was

purchased on Beaver-Hall Hill, and the present church building

erected. It seats with ease 1100 persons. There is a little pe-

culiarity about its management which ought to be stated. No
one has individually any right of property in the building

; it

belongs to the aggregate body, the Church, the members of

which only have any vote in relation to it. The seats within

the building are free to all. This was deemed important because

of the great influx of strangers to the city from time to time,

who are often deterred from attending a place of worship from

fear of incommoding regular attendants. It is therefore promi-

nently laid down as a rule, that strangers have as much right as

ordinary occupants to enter any pew in the building. And
to make this abundantly clear, there are no pew rents. Yet it

was not deemed well to have families unnecessarily inconve-

nienced, therefore with the above understanding, such portions

ofpews as they could occupy were allocated to families and indi-

viduals. The support of the institution, as a whole, including

pastor's salary, interest of debt, and general current expensesr
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arc provided for by weekly voluntary contributions. Parties

put down their names for so much per week
; a convenient mode

of paying it is provided, and they bring it up to the house of

the Lord every Lord's day, 1 Cor. 16 : 2. Seven years expe-

rience has proved to this church that sufficient funds for all the

above purposes are more easily and cheerfully raised this way
than by the old method of pew rents and subscriptions. The
contributions are thus not in proportion to the space occupied,

for sometimes a poor man occupies a large space with his family,

while a rich man has no family to briug to God's house
;

but they are designed to be in accordance with apostolic rule,

" As God hath prospered you." Four years ago the debt on the

building was eighteen thousand dollars
;
at the close of the

present year it will probably stand eight thousand.

During the present year, Zion Church has been linked in his-

torical associations with the melancholy massacre of the 9th of

June. Under its roof Gavazzi lectured. Against its strong-

stone walls a Popish mob came with shouts of hate, and acts of

outrage and violence ;
and in front of it respectable and unof-

fending citizens were shot down, under circumstances the most

mysterious and extraordinary conceivable. To this hour in-

explicable mystery hangs like a funeral pall around that catas-

trophe.
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ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.*

* [The following paper was received from Rev. T. M. Post, after

subsequent pages were in tvpe, and is inserted on account of the deep

and wide-spread interest felt in the movement it describes.]

The First Trinitarian Congregational Church, of St. Louis

—

supposed to be the only one in active existence in the State of

Missouri—originated less than two years since, from the Third

Presbyterian Church of St. Louis ; a large portion of which

thought that by adopting the Congregational organization, they

would both increase their own usefulness, and meet an obvious

want of the city ; which—with all ecclesiastical forms from Mor-

monism to Papacy, embraced within it and with its population of

an hundred thousand, many of them originally from Congrega-

tional connexions— had not a single Congregational Church

within its limits. It was decided by a vote of sixty-two to

twenty-four of the church members, and embracing a larger

proportion of the pecuniary support of the church, to make the

proposed change. The church property which was only sufficient

to pay to private stockholders about 80 per cent, of their invest-

ment, was purchased by the majority, all who wished to withdraw

being paid for their stock at a higher valuation than the major-

ity who purchased, offered to sell their own. The church was

organized with the announced purpose of erecting a new place

of worship in a situation more central and favorable for the

new enterprize, and more convenient for those who wished to

engage in it. Twenty thousand dollars were subscribed for this

purpose before the organization, and a lot in the most pleasant



284 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

portion of the city has since been purchased for $13,000. Fail-

ure to effect an anticipated loan at the East, and an unwilling-

ness to bring a heavy debt on an infant church, have induced a

delay in building. But notwithstanding the disadvantage of

this delay, which is felt to be a serious one, and notwithstanding

antagonistic influences of various kinds attaching to it in its

early history, the church has had a steady and healthful growth

in strength and numbers and general prosperity.

The church was organized in March, 1852, with tAventy-five

members. It now numbers 129.

It has had thus far great internal harmony, no cases of discip-

line, and has enjoyed one revival of religion. It has in it a large

corps of Christian young men, who are active in the^arious enter-

prises of the city. Its Sabbath school has twenty four teachers

and one hundred and thirty pupils. In addition to its contri-

bution to the general objects of Chistian charity, it sustains a city

Missionary.
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CONGREGATIONALISM IN CHICAGO, ILL.*

Under the impression that once so generally prevailed, that

Congregationalism could not or ought not to exist in the L^. S.

out of New England, no effort was made to plant the system of

the Pilgrim Fathers in what is now the principal city of the

North-west. Presbyterianism was allowed to take entire pos-

session of the ground, and appropriate to itself all the elements

of Congregationalism there. The First Presbyterian Church
was founded in connection with the labors of a Congreo-ational

minister, (Rev. Jeremiah Porter, now of Green Bay.) in March,

1833, and was composed, with the exception of one individual,

of those who were members of Congregational Churches, and
that individual is now a deacon in the First Congreo-ational

Church of Chicago. The Church grew rapidly Avith the growth
of the city, embodying in itself all the Presbyterianism and
Congregationalism of the place, (the latter having always been
by far the largest.) Subsequently a second and a third Pres-

byterian Church were formed, in connection with the New
School body, and ultimately, also, an Old School organization, a

large portion of the materials of the latter being also Conirrc-

gational.

It was not until 1851 that any movement was made to esta-

blish Congregationalism on a distinctive basis ; and it was then

by a forced process on the part of the Presbyterians that it was
brousrht into bcino;.

* Received too late to insert ia its proper place, and is here necessarily abbre-

viated.
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The First Congregational Church of Chicago was or-

ganized on the 22d of May, 1851, by a council called for the

purpose. Forty-eight persons assented to the Articles of Faith

and entered into covenant with God and each other.

They erected a plain house of worship, which was subse-

quently burned. Arrangements are in progress for building a

new and handsome house during 1854, at a cost of upwards of

$15,000. The membership has increased to more than one hun-

dred, and the prospects of the Society are every way encour-

aging.

In Dec. 1852, a council assembled pursuant to letters missive,

and organized the " Plymouth Congregational Church op

Chicago," most of the members of which were from the First

Presbyterian Church. They erected a house of worship which

was dedicated in February, 1853. The present membership is

about eighty, and having a central and eligible location there

is every prospect of a large and speedy increase. A call has

been extended to and accepted by Rev. N. H. Eggleston, of

Brooklyn, N. Y., to become the pastor.

In March 1853, arrangements were made for the purchase of

the establishment of the Prairie Herald, a religious newspaper

published in Chicago, and for securing the services of Rev. J.

C. Holbrook, of Dubuque, as editor of the Congregational

Herald, which was to succeed it ; and also to gather a new
church of which he should be the minister. The new paper was

issued in April 1853, and has been steadily increasing in circu-

lation and influence, and has already accomplished much for the

spread and permanent establishment of Congregationalism in

Chicago and the North-west.

In June 1853, a third Congregational Church was organized

in the north division of the city, in connection with the labors

ofMr. H., by a council convened for the purpose, called the

New England Church. They have erected a neat, though

temporary house of worship, at an expense, including the lot, of

about $5,000, and there is every encouragement for the expecta-

tion of growth and prosperity.
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In April also of the same year, Rev. E. F. Dickinson com-

menced his labors in the southern section of the city, and as the

result a fourth Congregational Church was formed in November,

in the vicinity of the American Car Company's works. A house

of worship has been erected, and regular services are sustained

on the Sabbath. Mr. D. also preaches once every Sabbath at

another point in the southern division of the city, where a

house of worship has been built and a church is expected to be

organized.

Thus it will be seen, that Congregationalism, although but

little more than two years old in Chicago, has become a " fixed

fact" there, and its churches are numbered among the permanent

institutions of the flourishing and growing " Garden City."

It is surprising that it had existence there no sooner, since the

American portion of the population is almost exclusively of

eastern origin, and the great majority of the number, and the

principal wealth and efficiency of the Presbyterian Churches are

really Congregational. Had the First Presbyterian Church

been established on the platform of Congregationalism as it

should have been, that system would have been predominant in

the city. The present prospects are, that, notwithstanding the

disadvantages under which it has been introduced, it will soon

take the prominent and influential position to which it is en-

titled, and become one of the most efiicient instrumentalities in

the city for the promotion of the Gospel, as it already has in the

interior of the North-west, where it early took root, and has

ever held its proper place.
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CONGREGATIONALISM IN NEW-YORK.

The rise of Congregationalism in the City of New York

dates properly from the formation of the present Broadway
Tabernacle Church. Previous to that time there had existed

in the city a few feeble Congregational churches, some of which

hardly lived long enough to have a history, or even a name.

These enterprises, however wisely planned, were frustrated by

unforeseen circumstances, partly through a misconception of

the principles of Congregationalism in the community at large,

partly from the general failure of the " Free Church " move-

ment, with which some of these were identified, but mainly in

consequence of those extraordinary commercial crises, which,

within the last twenty years, have involved many of the lead-

ing Christian merchants of New York in pecuniary embarrass

ment and ruin.

The Broadway Tabernacle Church was organized September

3, 1840. The building known as the Broadway Tabernacle,

was erected in 1836 for the accommodation of a Free Church,

under the pastoral character of Rev. Charles G. Finney ; but

Mr. Finney was soon dismissed from this charge in consequence

of ill health, and after several changes in the pastoral office and

in its organic structure, the church was disbanded in July, 1840,

the Tabernacle having been previously sold at auction under

foreclosure of mortgage. At this sale, Mr. David Hale, then

a member of the church worshipping in the building, purchased

the Tabernacle entirely upon his own responsibility, and forthwith

announced that it would continue to be open for public worship,
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in accordance with the usages of the Congregational churches

of New England. Mr. Hale had for some time felt the desirable-

ness of having in New York a large and central church, in which

the sons of the Puritans could find the faith, the worship, and

the ecclesiastical order of their fathers, and he invited all per-

sons friendly to such an organization, to unite with him in form-

ing a Congregational Church. About seventy persons entered

into such an organization, under the name of the Broadway

Tabernacle Church. In the first year of its existence, 114 were

added to this church, and in the second year, 130, of whom 60

united upon profession of their faith. More than 1000 members

have been enrolled upon the catalogue of the church, and not-

withstanding the changes by removal and by death, so frequent

in New York, it maintains an average of about four hundred

resident members.

The Tabernacle Church, at its formation, made the following

declaration as the fundamental principle of Church organiza-

tion :

—

" A Christian Church, we understand properly to be, and

we accordingly declare this church to be, an association of pro-

fessed believers in Christ for mutual watchfulness, for the enjoy-

ment of Christian ordinances, and the maintenance of the wor-

ship of God."

This appears to have been the first formal declaration of the

principles of Congregationalism, by an organized body in the

city of New York. But the prosperity of the Tabernacle Church

demonstrated that Congregationalism could flourish upon this

soil, and awakened the numerous friends of this system of church

polity—the sons of New England residing in New York and

Brooklyn—to the importance of forming churches in their sev-

eral neighborhoods, in which they could worship God after the

manner of their fathers. The first impulse to the organization

of those churches in the tv.^o cities, which now give to Congre-

gationalists a position relatively as strong as that of any other

denomination of Christians, was given by the enterprise and

the pecuniary contributions of Mr. Hale, and by the success of

the Tabernacle Church.

19
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In the original movement, Mr. Hale stood almost entirely

alone. When he purchased the Tabernacle, his private re-

sources were limited, money was worth two per cent, a month,

and property and credit were at the lowest ebb. His connec-

tion with the Tabernacle was widely misunderstood and mis-

represented. What he did for the glory of God and the pro-

motion of Christian truth, liberty, activity and love, was as-

cribed to the most narrow and selfish motives. Having bought

the house entirely on his own responsibility, at a time when this

involved no ordinary risk, and having given on account

of the purchase his own notes to a large amount, he was obliged

to open the house quite freely to public uses, in order that the

income from these lettings might pay the interest on loans and

mortgages, ground rent, and other current expenses, in all ex-

ceeding four thousand dollars. In so doing, Mr. Hale some-

times allowed the Tabernacle to be used for purposes which

were disapproved by the church and the Christian community,

and as neither the extent of his obligations, nor his agreement

to surrender his property to the church at cost, were generally

known, the impression went abroad that he rented the building

for the sake of gain, and was deriving a handsome income from

worldly amusements. This greatly scandalized some good peo-

ple, and furnished his political and personal enemies with an in-

exhaustible fund of satire and abuse. All this he bore good-

naturedly, knowing that in due time the whole matter would be

understood. He had some peculiar notions as to the purposes

for which such a building as the Tabernacle should be used, but

he was ever ready to regard the wishes of his brethren in the

church, even when he had entire control of the building. For

several years he had the sole management of the property,

renting it as he had opportunity for public purposes, and trans-

acting all the business pertaining thereto, for none of which

services did he ever receive a single cent for his own benefit.

As soon as the new church was organized, Mr. Hale leased the

Tabernacle to the ecclesiastical society or congregation, for ten

years, at an annual rent of one thousand dollars. By the terms

of this lease the congregation were to have the exclusive use
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of the audience cliamber on the Sabbath, and of the lecture

room and other apartments during the week, and to receive all the

revenue from pew rents and collections, they defraying their own
expenses, and Mr. Hale reserving the right to let the building for

miscellaneous purposes during the week, and engaging to meet

all the expenses of the property. It was further stipulated that

at any time within the ten years, the Broadway Tabernacle

Society might purchase the property at cost, interest included,

and that the net income of the building in the interim should

constitute a sinking fund for such purchase. Thus Mr. Hale

voluntarily put it out of his power ever to realize one dollar

from what might have proved a most lucrative investment. He
bought the Tabernacle at his own risk, intending that the

property by its earnings should, as it were, redeem itself for the

perpetual use and benefit of a Congregational church. An act

so disinterested, is hardly credited by a selfish world. Some
sinister motive is ever suspected by those who know not what

it is to forego self-interest for the glory of God.

In March, 1845, the Broadway Tabernacle Society purchased

the building of Mr. Hale, Mr. Thompson having made this a

condition of accepting their call to become their pastor. The
property is now owned by the Society, is almost free from

encumbrance, and has more than doubled in value. Few
churches have been more truly prospered than this.
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THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMS, BROOKLYN.

(see frontispiece.)

The Church op the Pilgrims commenced its existence as

an organized body on the the 22d day of December, 1844. The
Ecclesiastical Society connected with it was legally constituted

on the 24th of the same month.

With few exceptions these were composed, as they still are

to a great extent, either of emigrants from New England, or of

those whose ancestors were of the Puritan stock. Most of the

individuals associated in the formation of the church, had been

previously connected with societies of the Presbyterian Church
;

but though united thus with another communion, and happy in

their relations to it, engaged in its interests, edified by its ordin-

ances and ministrations, and attached to its clergy, they re-

tained an undiminished regard for the institutions of ecclesias-

tical order with which they had been previously familiar, which

were endeared to them by their associations with parental piety,

and whose influences were seen to be identified with all that is

noblest in the history of New England.

And this regard for the principles and practices of the Con-

gregational order, was thoroughly revived by the discussions on

Church government, which in the years 1843-'4 attracted such

general attention in the commercial metropolis, and throughout

the country. Many were led to feel, in the progress of those

discussions, that the institutions to which they had been attached

by outward and traditional associations, rather than by convic-

tion, possessed intrinsic claims on their affection and respect

;

that the Congregational system, as expounded by its standards,
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and as essentially embodied in the usages of the New England

churches, was the most remote of all systems from that hierarchi-

cal Episcopacy whose pretensions in their judgment had become

excessive ; that it preserved a simplicity and self-consistency, in

its principles and methods, which others wanted ;
that it realized

more nearly than they the primitive and Scriptural idea of the

Church and its ministry ; that in its practical applications it

would avoid certain tendencies or liabilities to difficulty believed

to be inherent in them, and would tend more fully to unfold the

graces of Christians, and to develope and augment the energies

of the Church.

It was perceived, also, that a church modelled substantially

after the New England pattern would attract some to its wor-

ship who otherwise, through prejudice against the Presbyterian

discipline or history, might be drawn into communions essen-

tially diverse from that of their Fathers ; and it was hoped that

a society in Brooklyn which should welcome to a familiar altar

the enterprising young men coming thither, year by year, from

the cities and villages of the East, would be an instrument to

them of eternal good, proving the birth-place of their souls.

Nor was the belief wanting that churches which should repre-

sent fully the polity ofNew England in the recognized metropolis

ofthe country, and which should demonstrate the practicability of

establishing that polity upon a soil for which it had been pro-

nounced unfitted, might do much, by example as well as by

direct effort, to spread throughout the land the principles of the

Pilgrims, and without detriment to other departments of the

Church to establish and extend Congregational liberty.

Under these circumstances, and with these views, an orthodox

church of some kind having become needful in the central part

of the city, to supply the wants of a rapidly increasing popula-

tion, it was determined, after repeated consultations and prayer

for Divine direction, to commence at once the needful prelim-

inary measures for the erection of a suitable edifice, and the

organization in due time of a Congregational Church.

The first meeting of individuals interested in this enterprise,

was held on the evening of January 25th, 1844. The night was
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cold and inclement, and only a few persons were present. There

was, however, no loss of zeal and no discouragement among the

few who had collected. The meeting was organized, a commit-

tee was designated to draft a plan for subscriptions, the time

was lixed for another assembling, and all resolved to enlist

others in the new undertaking.

From that time the work went steadily forward. Subscrip-

tions were secured to an amount which it was estimated would
cover the total cost of the land, the building, the organ, and
the whole furniture of the house

; a suitable site was selected

and purchased, the contracts were made, and the erection of

the edifice commenced. Its corner stone was laid July 2, 1844,

in presence of a large assembly. Rev. W. B. Lewis, of the

Third Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn, oifercd the introduc-

tory prayer
; Rev. S. H. Cox, D. D., of the First Presbyterian

Church, delivered an eloquent and appropriate address ; and the

benediction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. Brodhead, of the Cen-

tral Reformed Dutch Church.

For several months after the commencement of their enter-

prise, and until the edifice to be occupied by them was measura-

bly completed, the individuals engaged in the establishment of

the new church, remained in the societies with which they were

connected, and heartily discharged therein their several

duties. But on the evening of fhe 22d December, the two
hundred and twenty-fourth anniversary of the landing of the

Pilgrims at Plymouth, seventy-one persons assented publicly to

Articles of Faith, entered into covenant with each other and

with God, and were recognized by a council as a church of Christ.

From that time until the present, the progress of the Church

in numbers and in strength, and, it is hoped, also in piety and

Christian efiiciency, has been steady though gradual.

In June, 1846, a unanimous call was presented by the Church

and Society to Rev. Richakd S. Storrs, Jr., of Brookline,

Ma?s., to become their pastor ; and in November of that year,

the call having been renewed, he accepted it, and was installed.

In June, 1847, nine of the members of the Church, including

several who had been actively interested in it from its com-
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mencement, were dismissed, at their own request, to unite with

others in establishing the Plymouth Church, which was organ-

ized soon after. The Church has also given, of its members and

means, to the formation or the strengthening of other churches

in Brooklj'n and its vicinity ; and its members have seen the

denominational interest which, with the single exception of the

Tabernacle church in New York, was so insignificant at the

commencement of their enterprise, assuming rapidly a strength

and character not to have been anticipated, and at which they

have themselves been often surprised.

Soon after the institution of regular Sabbath services in the

lecture room of the Church, a Sabbath School was commenced,

for the systematic instruction of the youth of the congregation,

and it has continued with increasing interest to the present

time. It numbers more than two hundred upon the list of its

pupils, with an average attendance of a hundred and sixty, and

many of the members of the Church are energetically enlisted in

it. Several have been led, it is hoped, to commence the Chris-

tian life under its instructions.

Immediately after the complete organization of the Church,

by the installation of its pastor, a schedule was adopted of

monthly contributions for objects of Christian benevolence, and

collections have since been annually made in accordance with

it. These have already amounted, in the aggregate, to from

fifty to sixty thousand dollars.

From the moment at which the enterprise of establishing a

Congregational Church in Brooklyn, began to assume a defi-

nite form in the thoughts of its projectors, it had been a favorite

element in their plan, that the edifice to be erected for it should

be encumbered by no debt. It was supposed at the outset, that

$25,000 would amply suffice ; and when it was found that this

sum must be exceeded in order to complete it in the manner de-

sired, the needed increase of funds was regularly and carefully

secured, before the alteration was decided upon. But when the

whole was completed, it was found that owing to unforeseen de-

lays and expenditures, and the changes which had been gradually

made in the original plan, the entire cost of the edifice had
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been $65,000 ; and that a debt remained upon it, after all that

had been paid, of $18,000. It was felt that the original design

would never be completed, or the highest prosperity and energy

of the Society be secured, until this was removed. Accord-

ingly, in January 1848, measures were adopted for its liquida-

tion ; and before April of the same year, the whole amount was

subscribed, within the Society, and the property released from

every incumbrance. A secure basis was thus established for

permanent pecuniary prosperit}^
;
the original design in regard

to the enterprise, was in this respect completely realized
;

and the Society now shows year by year a regular balance in

its treasury. It is also accumulating, gradually, a choice and

ample Pastoral Library.

There are now connected with the Church more than four

liuQdred members. The usual attendance on the Sabbath

worship numbers a thousand. Two seasons of general reli-

gious inquiry and interest have been enjoyed during the last

seven years ; and few communions have passed without some

persons presenting themselves for union with the Church on pro-

fession of their faith.

In view of all the progress of the Church thus far, of its

present position and strength, and of the prospects for useful-

ness that are evidently opening before it, its members feel that

they have abundant reason for gratitude and hope, though

also for humility. Through many scenes, of expectation and dis-

appointment, of confidence and of patience, the hand of God
has led them up, to a point where their numbers are compara-

tively large, their means of usefulness ample, and their visible

influence extensive and enlarging. To Him, they would render

all the praise. Upon Him. they would rely for wisdom and for

grace. And in His strength they would go joyfully forth, to

the labors, the trials, and as they trust the Christian successes,

of the inviting Future.



297

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, ALBANY.

Rev. Ray Palmer, D. D., Pastor.

In the eai'ly part of the year 1850, an Association of gentle-

men connected with different congregations in the city, pur-

chased the house of worship then recently vacated by the First

Presbyterian Church, with a view to the establishment of a

new religious Society, together with a Church of the faith and

order of the Pilgrim Fathers of New England. This step was

taken from a conviction that there was need of another Church
;

and it was hoped, that one Congregational in its form, while it

would meet the wishes and the sympathies of numerous families

of New England origin already in the city, or removing into

it from time to time, might also have a happy influence, as a

new religious element in the general system of instrumentali-

ties before established, for the advancement of the cause of

Christ. The house thus secured, was opened for public wor-

ship on the first Sabbath in April.

On the 10th of July following, eighty-one persons, dis-

missed by letter from other communions, were duly organijed

by an ecclesiastical council assembled for the purpose, as the

First Congregational Church in Albany. The services were

deeply interesting, and an able and instructive sermon was

preached by the Rev. Dr. Bacon, of New Haven.

In the course of the succeeding autumn, the Church and con-

gregation invited the Rev. Dr. Palmer, then minister of the

Third Congregational Church in Bath, Me., to become their

Pastor. The call was accepted ; and on the 10th of December

Dr. Palmer was installed by council with the usual services,

Rev. E. N. Kirk, of Boston, preaching the sermon. The organ-

ization of the enterprise was thus completed, and those who had

enlisted in it, had the satisfaction of seeing their place of worship
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occupied, almost at once, by a large congregation, and of

believing, from many indications, that God was pleased to

smile on their humble efforts to do good.

During these first three years of its existence, one hundred

and twenty-one have been added to the Church—a very large

part of them on profession of their faith. Forty-three children

have been offered for baptism. There are at present upwards

of two hundred members of the Sabbath School and Bible

Classes, and the weekly prayer meetings are well sustained.

It is gratefully to be acknowledged, that the presence of the

divine Spirit has been indicated almost from the beginning, by

a succession of serious inquirers, and of hopeful conversions

unto Christ. United and peaceful within itself, the Church has

also the kindest relations to the sister churches of the city.

The history of the Church edifice is not without an interest.

It has long been known as the " Old Brick," and has always

been rather a favorite with the community. It was erected

in 1769. The now venerable Dr. Nott, of Union College, was

installed as Pastor in it in 1798. His successors have been,

Dr. Romeyn, afterwards Pastor of the Cedar Street Church,

New York, Dr. Wm. Neil, Rev. A. J. Stansbury, Rev. Henry

R. Weed, and Dr. John N- Campbell, the present accomplished

Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. Its walls have echoed

to a vast number of able and eloquent discourses, and within

them many refreshing influences of the Spirit have been enjoyed;

so that it is not strange that pleasant and almost sacred associ-

ations should be connected with the place in the minds of

many, who have been familiar with it from their childhood.

During the last summer the Old Brick was closed eleven

weeks for repairs. It has been very greatly improved both

within and without. • The old pulpit, with its appendages, has

given place to one more modern and tasteful in its style. The

fronts of the galleries have been lowered, and the entire inte-

rior newly painted and furnished, and on the whole, this fine

old Church now ranks among the most pleasant, commodious,

and cheerful looking places of worship in the city.
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THE PLYMOUTH CHURCH, ROCHESTER.

During the last few years the different religious denomina-

tions of Rochester have manifested a special interest in the

subject of the increase and improvement of church edifices.

The necessity for their multiplication has been evident, from

the rapid increase of the population, and the almost complete

suspension of enterprises of this nature for many years. Ac-

cordingly several of the more flourishing denominations of the

city, have within a recent period, engaged in earnest in this

work, affording evidence in the results, of a creditable christ-

ian liberality and providence.

At such a time, with an awakened and general interest in

the subject, the crisis seemed favorable for Congregational-

ISTS to combine for a similar object. An effort was therefore

commenced, and is steadily progressing, designed to introduce

into this city the orthodox Congregational polity of New
England.

The corner stone of" The Plymouth Church of Rochester,-^ was

laid 'on Thursday, September 8th, 1853, by the Rev. 0. E.

Daggett, D. D., of Canandaigua, a large concourse of people

being present. The following clergymen also took part in the

ceremonies : Rev. W. G. Howard, of the Second Baptist

Church ; Rev. J. B. Shaw, D. D., Brick Pres. Ch. ;
Rev. A. C.

George, First Methodist Ch. ; Rev. J. H. Mcllvaine, First Pres.

Ch., Rochester, and Rev. J. H. Dill, Cong. Ch., Spencerport.

The Church is eligibly and centrally situated on the corner

of Troup and Sophia Streets, and the accompanying engraving

proves that it will be substantial and attractive.
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The dimensions of the building are as follows :

Length of outside, exclusive of tow-er and buttresses, 137 feet.

Height to the top of the cornice, 35 "

Square of the tower, including the walls and buttresses, 30 "

Height of the tower, including the spire, 225 "

In the rear, and forming part of the main building, is a

Lecture-room, 35 feet by 77-

The Church is built in the Norman style of architecture,

from plans by Merwiu Austin, Esq., Architect.

The Association who have undertaken this work, design

forming a Congregational organization, as soon as the state of

the building will admit of its being used for public worship.

It is with great reluctance that we defer to another volume

of the Year-Book, an account of the Church of the Puritans,

New York, and the Plymouth Church, Brooklyn. It was hoped

that both edifices would appear—the one in its external beauty,

the other in its interior grandeur, as filled with its compact

masses—in engravings equal to those of the Church of the Pil-

grims, and the Plymouth Church of Rochester ; but these, with

a history of their growth and success, as well as other interest-

ing matter, the size of this volume, and the want of time, com-

pel us to omit. We therefore reluctantly conclude this part

of our work with a very brief account of

THE CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

NEW-YORK AND BROOKLYN.

The first Congregational Association in the city of New-

York, was organized in 1825, under the name of " The New-

York Independent Association," which was subsequently

changed to "The New-York Congregational Association," or as

it was frequently called by abbreviation, " The New-York As-

sociation." This body at one time had between twenty and
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thirty members, gathered from a wide circuit in South-Eastern

New-Yorlv and in New Jersey.

Several years later, another association was formed under

the title of " The New-York City Association ;" but there being

no occasion for the existence of two similar bodies in the city,

a convention of Congregational ministers, and of delegates

from Congregational churches in Southern New-York, Long
Island and New Jersey, was held in January, 1837, at which it

was resolved to form a new association under the name of " The
New-York Congregational Association," the second organiza-

tion under that title. This body was composed chiefly of the

members of the first New-York Association, the New-York City

Association, and the Long Island Association, all which conse-

quently became extinct. The new aiSsociation was quite re-

spectable in numbers, although the churches connected with it

were comparatively few and feeble,—and it was represented an-

nually in the General Association of the State.

But, in the year 1842, this body was accused before the Gen-

eral Association of error in doctrine, and a neglect of discip-

line
;
and in the year following, the General Association, having

failed to receive satisfaction through a committee appointed to

examine the charges, resolved that, unless the New-York Con-

gregational Association would investigate "certain things

touching the character and standing " of one of its members,

and also purge itself from certain alleged errors in relation to

the doctrine of " sinless perfection," said Association should be
" regarded as out of fellowship" with the General Association,

" as an ecclesiastical body." This resolution was to take effect

at the close of the current year. The New-York Association,

at its meeting at Poughkeepsie, in October, 1843, refused to

comply with the direction of the General Association
; but at a

subsequent meeting, held January, 1844, determined upon its

own voluntary dissolution as expedient, in view of the oppro-

brium into which it had fallen, and the act of dissolution was ac-

companied with a solemn expression, on the part of the majority

present, of their " disapprobation of the doctrine of sinless per-

fection attained in this life, as held and propagated by some
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members" of the Association, and with a refusal to grant letters

to any holding such sentiments.

Meanwhile, towards the close of the year 1841, a new asso-

ciation, " The Manhattan," had been constituted, which was re-

ceived into fellowship by the (general Association. This body

was orthodox, according to the New England standards, and

comprised several worthy ministers of the Gospel in the city of

New-York and its vicinity,—some who had not been connected

with the New-York Association, and others who had become

dissatisfied with the course of that body in the matters referred

to above ;
but as few of these rhinisters occupied conspicuous

posts among the churches, and as no public manifesto of theo-

logical sentiments was ever put forth by the body, its character

and position were generajly misunderstood, and it fell into un-

deserved reproach and neglect among other ecclesiastical bodies

in New-York, and even among the Congre^ationalists of New
England.

But a new era for Congregationalism in New-York now be-

gan. The success of the Broadway Tabernacle Church had

established beyond contradiction the fact that Congregational-

ism could flourish upon this soil. The years 1844-'4:7,witnessed the

organization ofseveral Congregational churchesiu New-York and
Brooklyn, in which were included many of the wealthy, liberal and

energetic friends of Christ in the two cities, and also the erection

of several commodious, tasteful, and even costly houses for Chris-

tian worship according to the Congregational order. In these

circumstan6es, it was deemed expedient by the pastors of these

churches, after consultation with the brethren of the Manhattan

Association, to organize an association which should be a fair

exponent of the character, the strength and the principles of

the Congregational denomination in New York.

Accordingly, a convention of Congregational ministers was

called for this purpose at the Broadway Tabernacle, June, 1846,

which having resolved that it was expedient to organize a new
association, appointed a committee to draft a Constitution to be

submitted at an adjourned meeting.

At that meeting, March 16, 1847, a new association was
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formed under the name of the Congregational Association

OF New-York and Brooklyn. Its present membership ap-

pears on page 170 of this Yolume. Its Articles of Faith are

those of the General Association of New York, of which the

following is a copy :

—

CONFESSION OF FAITH.

Article I. There is only one living and true God, infinite, eternal, and un-

changeable in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth;

subsisting in three persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the same in essence,

and equal in every divine perfection.

Akt. II. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testament were given by inspi-

ration of God, and are the only perfect rule of faith and practice.

Art. III. God hath foreordained and worketh all things according to his

eternal pui'pose, and the counsel of his own will.

Art. IV. God executes his purposes in the work of Creation and Providence,

in such a way as to secure his own glory, and the highest good of the moral sys-

tem, and yet in perfect consistency with the free hioral agency of his intelligent

creatures.

Art. V. Our first parents were created holy, and by voluntary transgression

became sinners, justly exposed to eternal punishment.

Art. VI. In consequence of the transgi'ession of our first parents, all their

postetity became sinners, and are, in their natural, um-egenerated state, totally

sinful, and by the law of God condemned to eternal death.

Art. VII. The Lord Jesus Christ, who is both God and man in one person,

has, by his sufferings and death, made a complete atonement for all mankind, and

thereby laid a foundation for the offer of a free and full pardon, which is made
indiscriminately to all, on the condition of repentance for sin, and faith in Christ.

Art. Vin. Mankind in their natural state universally reject the offers of sal-

vation, performing nothing acceptable to God until renewed by the special in-

fluences of the Holy Spirit, and therefore, in order to salvation, must be bom
again.

Art. IX. God has, in the Covenant of Redemption, given to Christ, a part

of mankind, who were from all eternity predestinated to be holy, and to be heirs

of eternal glory ; and by the agency of the Holy Spirit renews them, after his

owa moral image, and causes them to persevere in holy obedience unto the end.

Art. X. The Lord Jesus Christ arose from the dead on the third day, and ever

liveth to make intercession for his people, governing all things for their good
;

and by virtue of his atonement, as the only meritorious cause, procures their justi-

fication, adoption, and final salvation.
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Art. XI. A church is a congregation of Christians, professing faith in Christ,

and obedience to him* and joined in covenant for ordinary communion in the

Ordinances of the Gospel ; invested with power to choose its own ofScers, to ad-

mit members, and to exercise government and discipline according to the rules

of the Gospel.

Art. XII. Christ has appointed two sacraments to be observed in the church

—

Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; the latter to be administered to professed be-

lievers in Christ who give credible evidence of piety ; the former to them and

their children.

Art. XIII. The first day of the week is the Christian Sabbath, and is to be

sanctified by an holy resting all the day, even from such worldly employments aa

are lawful on other days, and spending the whole time in the public and private

exercises of God's worship, except so much as is to be taken up in necessary works

of mercy.

Art. XIV. The souls ofbelievers are, at their death, made perfectly holy, and

immediately taken to glory. At the end of the world there will be a resurrection

Of the dead, and a final judgment of all mankind, when the Saints shall be pub-

licly acquitted by Christ the Judge, and admitted to endless life and glory : and

those who have continued in their sins shall be doomed to endless punishment.



PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

CONGREGATIONALISM;

That the germ of Congregationalism is found in the New Test-

ament, can be believed, -without supposing that this particular system

of church polity, or any other, was fully developed in all its parts

during the lifetime of the apostles ; without even supposing that this,

or any other, was intended to be made a distinct subject of divine

legislation. It should be sufficient authority for any ecclesiastical

usage, if the principles of the gospel, carried into consistent prac-

tice amid all the circumstances which Providence has arranged, shall

naturally and necessarily bring in that usage. Hence the manner in

which Congregationalism took its rise in New England, renders it

sufficiently divine.

Its beginnings are thus set forth by Dr. Cotton Mather in his

historical notes on the Cambridge Platform. " The churches of New
England, enjoying so much rest and growth as they had now seen

for some sevens of years, it was, upon many accounts, necessary for

them to make such a declaration of the church order, wherein the

good hand of God had moulded them, as might convey and secure the

like order unto the following generations. Next unto the Bible, which

was the professed, perpetual, and only directory of these churchesi

they had no platform of church government more exact than their

famous John Cotton's well known book of 'The Keyes.' "

* This paper was prepared by Dr. J. S. Clark, and published ia the " Christian Obser
vatory,'' for Aug., 1847. Its value, as a historical document, seems to demand a wider
circulation and a more permanent form—we give it, therefore, with one or two trifling

alterations ; a paragraph is also added, to bring it down to the present time, so far as it

relates to Massachusetts.

20
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This language is intelligible ;
and the idea, beautiful. A company of

conscientious Christians, fleeing from an oppressive hierarchy because

it hinders the development of pure Christianity, making the wilder-

ness their home because it affords them "freedom to worship God," se-

lecting their own religious teachers by popular vote, and these teach"

ers taking the Bible as their " professed, perpetual, and only direc-

tory " in the administration of their affairs,—commence their career

in this secluded spot, far from all other restraint than that which

Christ, their acknowledged Sovereign, imposes. In these untrammelled

circumstances, each body of believers assumes its own independent

form ; a form, which, owing to similarity of sentiment and condition,

will be very likely to have a sameness in its essential features, with

considerable variety in its minor details. At length, in 1648, they

come together, not to enact a code of ecclesiastical laws, not even to

construct an original system of church polity; but simply to compare

notes and usages, and commit to writing that system which had already

sprung into use among them. And thus make " a declaration of the

Church order wherein the good hand of God hath moulded them."

The declaration thus made was the Cambridge Platform, which has

ever since been regarded as the ground-plan of New England Congre-

gationalism. And when it is considered that this system of ecclesi.

astical polity was not concocted by any one man, nor body of men, but

is simply a transcript of. the usages, " a declaration of the church

order," which sprang up spontaneously among an intelligent, devout, and

conscientious fraternity of churches, who had as yet no denominational

preferences to consult, who went to the Scripture for all their rules,

even in the minutest affairs of life, it will be seen in what high sense

it claims to be divinely authorized, and on what strong grounds it rests

that claim. Coming up in this way, it gives incomparably better evi-

dence of its being from God, than if it had been devised and decreed

by tlie wisest council of bishops that Christendom ever saw.

The whole number of churches in Massachusetts at the time this

Synod met at Cambridge, in 1648, was thirty-nine. If to these be

added four others gathered in Connecticut', three in New Hampshire,

and one Baptist church in Rhode Island, we have the entire ecclesi-

astical map of New England, twenty-seven years after the landing at

Plymouth, and seventeen after the settlement at Boston. It ex-

hibits forty-six Congregational churches, gathered from a population

of something less than thirty thousand, or one distinct church organ"
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ization and place of worship for every six hundred and fifty souls.

Were we estimating their supply of religious instruction as well as

their progress in church extension, it would be important to observe

that most of these churches were supplied with two ministers each

a custom which gradually went out of use ; till, in our day, the sup-

port of only oiie is deemed too burdensome by many a parish which

would have ranked among the ablest in those Puritan times.

But it is only the rise and progress of the churches, which we propose

to consider in this article. And here, at the outset of our inquiries,

we encounter a fact, as deplorable a.r; it is embarrassing M anv of the

churches, founded by the PiL^rim Fathers, and which stood fi>rth for

a long time, (some of them for more than a century and a half.) the

champions and defenders of the Pilgrim faith, while they still adhere

to their original system of ecclesiastical polity, have renounced that

faith. Thirteen out of the thirty-nine whose pastors and delegates

framed the Cambridge Platform, belong to this class ; to which five

more must be added, if we adopt the decision of our civil courts, and

consider the identity of the church as inhering in the parish. Their

names are expunged from the present list of evangelical churches.

But they cannot be blotted from the past. They still have a " record

on high." And yet this feature in the history of Nesv England Con-

gregationalism imposes the necessity of applying the rule of subtrac-

tion, as well as addition, in following the progress of our denomination

through the past to the present.

We have endeavored to form a list of the Congregational churches

of Massachusetts, both Trinitarian and Unitarian, arranged in the

chronological order of their orgiuization,—a labor which cannot be per.

formed in a day, or even a year, inasmuch as the materials fram which to

construct such a list are to be sought for, not .'o much in books, as in the

unpublished records of the churches. And what makes the subject

still more perplexing is, that these records are oftentimes defective.

However, by keeping the inquiry alive through a series of years, and

embracing all favorable opportunities for getting the facts, we have

been able to assign a date to the origin of cajh, with a reasonable de-

gree of accuracy. From an inspection of this list, the following

results are derived.

The whole number of Congregational churches which have been

gathered in the State, from the beginning to the pr.pent time, is six

hundred and thirty-three. Of these, thirty have either become extinct,
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removed from the State, or been amalgamated witli others of the same

denomination
; leaving the number now on the ground, six hundred and

three. Of these, four hundred and thirty-nine are Evangelical, and

one hundred and sixty-four Unitarian.

Commencing with 1647, the year before the Cambridge Platform

was completed, when the number .of organized churches in Massa-

chusetts was thirty-nine ; and dividing the two centuries which have

since elapsed into eight periods of twenty-five years each, the additions

for each of these periods have been as follows :—For the first period,

twenty churches
;
for the second, seventeen ; for the third, sixty-one

;

for the fourth, one hundred ; for the fifth, sixty-three ; for the sixth,

forty-nine
;
for the seventh, sixty-two; for the eighth and last period,

two hundred and twenty-two.*

In accounting for the small number of churches gathered during

the first period subsequent to 1647, it should be remembered that

during Oliver Cromwell's administration, the tide of emigration set

back from New England to Old. The smallness of the increase, dur-

ing the sixth period, viz., from 1773 to 1797, indicates plainly enough

the effect of the revolutionary war on the multiplication of the churches,

as docs the large increase during the last period, show the influence

of revivals, and the fruit of Home Missions. About half the Or-

thodox Congregational churches, which have been gathered during the

last twenty-five years in this State, were either cherished into life or

preserved from death, by the Massachusetts Home MissionarySociety.

Ninety of the Unitarian churches in Massachusetts were originally

Orthodox
;
while at least twenty-five other parishes retained their

meeting-houses and parish funds, after Evangelical churches had

seceded from them.
^

* For greater convenience we give these statistics in tabular fonn.

Before --------
First period of 25 years, ending in

Second "
" "

Third

Fourth "
"

Fifth
"

Sixth

Seventh " " "

Eighth and last, " **

Total 633

1647,
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If now, from the one hundred and sixty-four Unitarian churches in

this State, we subtract the ninety that were once Trinitarian, there

will remain but seventy-four that were originally founded on that faith.

If we accept the decision of the judges, and concede what Unitarians

claim respecting those twenty-five others, there will be but forty-nine

churches in all the State, 'planted by Unitarian enterprise
;
and five

hundred and fifty-four, or more than eleven out of twelve, gathered

originally by the zeal of the Orthodox.

But in order to obtain a just, or even an impartial, view of the pro-

gress of Congregationalism, it is needful, not only to compute its ab-

solute growth through successive periods, but also to compare it with

the growth of other denominations during the same time. By omit-

ting to do this, almost any denomination of Christians, in this grow-

ing country, can find evidence that it is destined to out-number, and

over-top every other. And yet, through lack of reliable statistics., it

is extremely difiicult to trace this comparative progress. Along the

misty track of the past, there are but a few points, where sufiicient

light can be found, to admit of a comparison between the different

denominations, even in Massachusetts.

The following facts, however, have been verified. Up to 1GG4 there

was no church organization in the State, except the Congregational

;

unless we make a distinction which the fathers of that day were not

accustomed to make, between a few which had the elements of Pres-

byterianism in their structure, and the mass of them, which had not.

This exception, however, applies rather to a few ministers Presbyte-

rially inclined, than to the churches under their care. There does not

appear to have been a regular Presbyterian church gathered in Massa-

chusetts, prior to 1727, when the present Federal Street Church, Bos-

ton, was organized in that form. The largest number in the State,

at any onetime, has been five
;
which is now reduced to two. As these

are scarcely distinguishable from the others in doctrine or religious

fellowship, they are here included in the Congregational fraternity.

Whatever New England owes, therefore, to the ecclesiastical infiu-

ences under which her character was formed and her institutions

founded during the first forty-four years from her birth, she owes to

Congregationalism exclusively. Beginning at this point, the order of

time in which the other religious denominations took their origin, may
be stated thus :—The first Baptist church in Boston, which was also

the first in Massachusetts, was gathered in 1GG4. The first Episcopal
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church was organized in 1G86, and is known among us now as the

King's Chapel Church, in this city. It is also a fact, suggestive of

reflection, that it was the first on the continent to become Unitarian-

The Friends, or Qual<ers, arose in 1710. The first Universalist or-

ganization was efi'ected in 1786. The Roman Catholics opened their

first place of worship in 1789. The Methodists began in 1795.

Unitarian societies were not publicly known as such, in Massachusetts,

prior to 1810, with the single exception of the King's Chapel congre-

gation, which excluded the doctrine of the Trinity from their Liturgy

in 1785.

We have found means for comparing the number of churches in the

several denominations, at four diflFerent periods in the past.

In 1696. which was seventy-six years after the landing at Plymouth,

the churches in Massachusetts were, one Episcopalian, one Baptist,

and seventy-four Congregationalist. There was also a congregation

of Freneli Refugees, in Boston, who had a place of worship in School

Street, which was subsequently occupied by Rev. Andrew Croswell's

congregation, till his death, and then went into the hands of the first

Roman Catholic congregation.

In 1767, after a hundred and forty-seven years, the Episcopalians

numbered ten assemblies ; the Friends, thirteen ; the Baptists, six-

teen ; the Congregationalists, two hundred and eighty.

Twenty-three years later, in 1790, the Roman Catholics had one

church; the Universalists, one ; the Friends, six; the Episcopalians,

eleven ;
the Baptists, eighty-three

;
the Congregationalists, three hun-

dred and thirty-two.

At the beginning of this century, the Roman Catholics were still

but one; the Universalists, four; the Friends, eight ; the Episcopa-

lians, fourteen ; the Methodists, twenty-nine ; the Baptists, ninety-

three ;
the Congregationalists, three hundred and fifty-two.

The present number of churches connected with the several denom-

inations, is estimated thus:—Freewill Baptists, seven'; Swedenbor"

gians, ten; Friends, fourteen
;
Christ-ians, thirty

;
Episcopalians, fifty-

five; Roman Catholics, fifty-eight ; Universalists, one hundred and

forty-five ; Unitarians, one hundred and sixty-four ; Methodists,

one hundred and eighty-one; Baptists, two hundred and thirty-three
;

Congregationalists, four hundred and thirty-nine; in all, one thousand

three hundred and thirty-six. From this, it appears that the Ortho-

dox Congregationalist churches comprise about one third of all the
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churches in Massachusetts ; the Baptists, one sixth
;
the Methodists,

one seventh ; the Unitarians, one eighth
;
the Universalists, one ninth

;

the Roman Catholics, one twenty-third
; and the Episcopalians, one

twentj'-iifth.

Having given the ecclesiastical statistics of Massachusetts, in ra-

ther tedious detail, we shall merely glance at the progress which

Congregationalism has made in other parts of the land. It has already

heen noticed that there were forty-six Congregational churches in New
England, when the Synod of 1G48 met at Cambridge. In 169G, when

the number of these churches in Massachusetts was seventy-four, there

were in Connecticut thirty-sis ; in New Hampshire, five ;
and in the

Province of Maine, three ;—the whole number in New England

being at that time one hundred and eighteen. In 1760, these had

increased to four hundred and eighty-three, viz :—in Massachusetts,

two hundred and sixty ; in Connecticut, one hundred and fifty-three
;

in New Hampshire, forty
;
in Maine, twenty

;
in Rhode Island, ten

;

and were doubling about once in thirty years, as President Stiles cal-

culates in his Election Sermon, preached at that date. The present

number within the limits of New England, is not far from one thou-

sand two hundred and seventy. This estimate, of course, includes

only the evangelical.

Congregationalism, in this country, was hardly known out of New
England, prior to 1800; and then, for twenty-five years, it was not

generally recognized as anything distinct from Presbyterianism, with

which, in fact, it became so harmoniously afilliated, that New England

Congregationalists, in their emigrations to the "West, felt little de-

sire to transport their ecclesiastical name, the thing itself, which that

name signified, being made, as they deemed, sufiiciently sure. For rea-

sons, however, which need not be stated here, there has been, for the last

fifteen or twenty years, a stronger development of the distinctive fea-

tures of Congregationalism, in this class of churches, and a greater par-

tiality for the name, insomuch that there are already not less than three

hundred and twenty-five unmixed Congregational churches, in the Mid-

dleand Western States; which, added. to those of New England, make the

whole number in the United States, one thousand five hundred and

ninety-five, or, in round numbers, one thousand six hundred. It has

been estimated, with how much accuracy we are unable to say, that the

Congregational churches in England are one thousand eight hundred

and fifty-three
;
in Wales, four hundred and sixty-three ; in Scotland,
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one hundred and three; in Ireland, twenty-four; and in the British

Provinces, seventy-eight ; in all, two thousand five hundred and twenty-

one ;
which, added to those in the United States, make the total num-

ber in Great Britain and America, something over four thousand.

As to the prospects of Congregationalism in this country, there ap-

pears to be no good reason to fear that the predictions concerning its

speedy extinction, which have been uttered against it, ever since its

first establishment, will have a fulfilment in our day. It never ex-

tended farther than at present, and was never extending faster.

There arc some developments of the age, which seem peculiarly favor-

able to its future progress. The democracy of our civil government,

which, instead of fading out, becomes more strongly marked, every

year, is cognate with the essential and distinctive feature of our ec-

clesiastical polity. Modern Republicanism and modern Congrega-

tionalism, were thrown up together, from among those deep things of

God and his government, which were brought to light by means of the

Puritans. It is but reasonable, therefore, to look for a correspon-

dence in their several manifestations. And at what time since the

beginning of the seventeenth century, have the masses of human mind

been more impatient of political authority, or judicatorial restraint,

in matters pertaining to the church, than at the present moment ?

The mutations and permutations through which the Presbyterian and

Episcopal bodies are passing, especially when we take into view the

source of these commotions, have a tendency in the same general di-

rection. Causes may, indeed, be set at work, which shall prevent

these elements of Congregationalism from assuming an organic form,

or, at least, from crystalizing around this nucleus of ours. We may
become so exclusive as to impose upon ourselves a law of non-inter-

course with those who already hold every essential of Congregational-

ism, but the name. Or we may become so liberal and sympathizing,

as to fraternize with all who have the name^ though they hold scarcely

any tiling else in common with us. Should none of these things come

to pass, there is reason to believe that this simple and scriptural

method of church government will have a wide extension, and be found

equally well suited to the condition of any people, who are blessed

with common education and common serse.

The whole number of Congregational (Trinitarian) churches in the

State, is 469
;
and the number of members connected with them, on

the Isfc of January, 1853, was 67,688. The number of settled pastors
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at the present time, is 3S0—the rest of the churches being, in general,

statedly supplied. From Jan. 1, 1852 to this time, (Nov. 15, 1853,) 47

pastors have been dismissed, and 61 settled
;
9 have died, who sus-

tained the pastoral office. During the same period, 5 new churches have

been organized, and 13 meeting-houses built. For the year 1852,

there were added to these churches 2,144 by profession of their faith,

and 1,805 on recommendation from other churches—in all, 3,949 ad-

ditions during the year. Considerable discussion has been had the

past year, on the subject of ministerial support, with a view to an in-

crease corresponding with the increased expense of living, and most

of the societies who have had occasion to settle pastors within the last

twelve months, have advanced on the salaries previously paid, while

many others have done the same for their ministers, as a matter of

simple equity in fulfilling the spirit of the original contract.
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Kent Cephas H.

,

Kidder A.

,

Kidder C,
Kidder J. S.,

Kidder T.,

Kidder Thomas,
Kilbourn J.,

Kimball D.,

Kimball D. T.,

KimbaUE. P.,

Kimball I.,

Kimball James,
Kimball Moses,
Kimball R.,

King S
,

Kingbury S.

,

Kingman M.,

Kinney Ezra D.

Kinney M. P.,

Kinsley Phiueas,
Kirk E. N.

,

Kitchen H. D..

Kittridge C. B.

,

Knapen M.

,

Kuapp Jared 0.

,

Knight E. S.

Knight J.,

Knight M.,
Knowles D.,

Kribs L.

,

Kyte Felix,

Labaree B., D.D.
Lacost M.

,

Lacy S H,
Lamb Dana,
Lamb H. J.

,

I^ncashire H.,
Lancaster D.

,

Landfear R.

,

Lane D.

Lane J.

,

Langworthy I. P.

,

Lanphear 0. T.

,

Lan-sing D. C. , D.D.,
Lasell N.,

Laurie T.

,

Lawrence Amos E.,

Lawrence E. A.,

Lawrence Hubbard,
Lawrence J.,

Page.

79
52
55

167
183
124
279

221
83

185
124
86

187
126
218
78

96
144
97
50
96
145
184
144
172
171
219
147
150
125
99
49
56
80
48
146
97

279
95

145
122
252
183
57

218
51

221
52
78
46
126
261
278
171

145
170
ISl

250
117

277

9e
121

26:

169
51

14e

170

58

125
56

184
59

Lawrence John,
Lawrence R. F.,

Leach Giles,

Learned R. C.

,

Leavitt H. F.,

Leavitt J., D.D.,

Leavitt Wm. S.,

Le Bosquet .John,

Lee Hiram W.

,

Lee Jonathan,
Lee Samuel,
Lee Samuel,
Lee Tliomas,
Lee Wm. B.,

Leeds S. P.,

Leete T. A.

,

Leonard A.

,

Leonard A. L.,

Leonard E.,

Leonard F.,

Leonard R. H.
Leonard S. C,
Lewis G.

Lewis John,
Lewis Wales,
Lillie Adam,
Lincoln Allen

Linsley Ammi,
Linsley J. H., D.D.,

Lippencott T.,

Little Charles,

Little E. G.,

Little G. B.,

Littlefield O.,

Livermore A. R.,

Livingston C,
Lockwood B.,

Lockwood Clarke,

Lockwood R. S.,

Lombard Otis,

Long W. R.,

Longhead J.,

Longby SI. M.,

Longstroth L. L.,

Loomis Aretas,

Loomis Aretas G.,

Loomis Elihu,

IjOomis J. A.,

Loomis T.,

Loper S. A.,

Lord C. E.,

Lord F. E.,

Lord N., D.D.,

Lord S. J. M.,

Lord Thomas N.,

Lord Wm. H.,

Loring Amasa,
Loring A. T.,

Loring H. S.,

Loring Joseph,
Loring Levi,

Loutrelle
,

Lucas H.,

Luce Leonard,
Lum S. Y.,
Lyman A.,

Lyman C. S.

Lyman E.,

Lyman George,
Lyman Giles,

Lyman Horace,
Lyman S.,

Lyman T.,

Lyon Harvey,
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94
123
145
105
57

100
167
124
95
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183
120
186
117
261
261
55

204
183
187
261
251
49
279
78

117
122
206
126
97
81
262
126
56

171
170
184
46
121
204
185
60

148
125
148
148
252
125
79

219
98
47
78
146
84
81
79
84
83
195
218
54
171
205
118
125
53
97
268
62

262
183
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Partridge S. H.,

Patchin John,
Patrick G. H.,

Patrick William,
Patten Abel,

Patton Wm, D.D.,

Patton W. W.,
I'eaboily C,
Peabody Josiah,

Peabody
,

Pearl Cyril,

Pearson Ora,
Pearson R. M.,

Pease A. G.,

Pease Calvin,

Pease Giles,

Peck Pavid,

Peck Henry E.,

Peck Whitman,
Pcckam Joseph,
PeetS.,
Pendleton 11. G.,

Penfiel'l Samuel,
Pennell Lewis,

Pepoon J. A.,

Perham John,
Perkins K.

Perkins A. E. P.,

Perkins F.T.,

Perkins G. AV.,

Perkins Jones,

Perrin Lavaletle,

Perry Albert,

Perry G. B., D.D.,

Perry J. A,,

Perry Ralph,
Peters Absalom, D.D.,

Pcttibone Ira,

Pcttibone Philo C,
Pettin<:;ill J. H.,

Pettilte John,
Phelps Austin,

Phelps S. M.,

Phelps W. H.,

Phillips
,

Phillips J. C,
Phillips L. R.,

Phipps Wm.,
P C C-- Aaron,
Pierce

,

Pierce A. C,
Pierce 0. H.,

Pierce Charles,

Pierce Geo. 11, D.D.,

Pierce Willarfl,

Pierce William,
Pike John,
PinneN.,
Piper C. W.,
Piatt P.,

Piatt E.,

Piatt M. S.,

Piatt W.,
Plimpton S. M.,

Pomeroy Rufus,
Pomeroy S. I,., 11.T)^

Pomroy Jeremiah,
Pond C. B.,

Pond Enoch, D.D.,

Pond W. C,
Poor D. J.,

Porter Charles S^
Porter C.
Porter Giles M.,

Porter Jamea,

Page
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£aw!n T. P.,

SawtcU E. N.,
b'awycr B.,

Sawyer I anicl,

lawyer .lolm,

Sawyer R. M.,
Scliermcrhorn H. 0.,

Schlosser George,
Scofield Wm. C,
Scotford J.,

Scott Cliarles,

S-ott Jlijah S.,

tcott Nelson,
Scranton Erastus,

S'abury Edwin,
teaKravc J. C,
Seaks Jacob,
BjarightT.,
Searl R. T..

Searlc Moses,
Sears 0. M.,

Seaton C. M.,

t'eccombe Cliarle?

Sedgewick Avelyn,
Seely R. 11.,

Seelye i^amuel T.,

Seldcn Calvin, l-i;

SPBsions Alox. J.,

tessions J. W.,
Sewall 1). B.,

Sewa'.l J< t'.iam,

Sewall S^aniucl,

Sewall Wni. S.,

Seward .lolin,

Sewell Robert.,

Sej'mour
,

Seymour C. N.,

Seymour C. N.,

Seymour Henry,
Seymour John A.,

Sliailer Israel,

ghajley N.,

Sharp IS. F.,

Sharp I- lias C,
Sharpe Andrew, 12C
Shattuck C. S.,

Shodd ( harles,

Shcdd W. G. T., Andover,
Shel Ion L., D.U.
Shelion L. H., '

Sheldon Noah,
Sheldon N. W.,
Shel Ion Stewart,
Shepard George, D.D

,

Shejiard J. W.,
Shepard Lewis F.,

Shepard S. N.,

Shepard Thomas,
Sheidey Favid,
Sherman C. S.,

SherriU E. J.,

Shipman T. L.

Shipman W. C.,

Shurtliif R. D.D.,
Silcox J.,

Simmons C,
Skeele John P.,

Skinner E. S.,

Smalley E., D.D.,

Smith A.,

Smith Albert,
Smith Ambrose,
Smith .Asa 1).,

Smith Benjamin,
Smith Bezalcel,
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1'2Z Smith E. G.,
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121 Smith 'Ihomas,

53 Smith Wm. C,
95 Smith W., D.D.,

69 Smvth Wm
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81 Snell Tliomas, D.D.,
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1'52 Snider S.,

185 Snow Aaron,

123J Snow P. IL,

62 Snow R. R.,
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ISei Southgate R,
2C6 Sparhawk S.,

183 Spaulding Alvah,
185 Spaulding B. A.,
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I

Spear I avid,

65 S],encer E. M.,

54 Spencer F. A.,

47 Sperry E. P.,

78 Sperry Zalmon,
172 Spooner C,
86 Spring Samuel,
96 Squier E. H.,
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53
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146
126
65
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Starr W. H.,

Stearne.-! J. M.,
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Stearns J. G. 1'.,

Stearns J. H.,
Stearns W. A., D.D.,
Steele J.,

Steele John M.,

Steele Josei^h,

Stevens Alfred,
Stevens Asahel A.,

Stevens C. B

,

Stevens C. C,
Stevens S

,

Stevens W. R.,

Stew.ird
,

Stodi'ar I J. B.,

Stone A. L.,

Stone B. P.,

Stone ( cjrge,
Stoue H. M.,
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Thayer Loren,
Thayer P. B.,

Thayer Thatclier,

Thayer William H.,

Thomas J.,

Thompson A. C,
Thompson C,
Thompson G.W.,
Thompson J. C,
Thompson J. P.,

Thompson 0. C,
Thompson W.. D.D.,

Thompson Otis,

Thompson S. W.,
Thrall S. R.,

Thurston David,

Thurston Eli,

Thurston J. K,
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Thurston Stephen,
Tilden L. D.,

Tillotson G. J.,

Tilton David,
Tisdale James,
Titcomb Philip,

Tobey Alvan,
Todd David,
Todd J., D.D.,

Todd William,
Tolman R.,

Tolman S. H.,

Tomlin;on J. L.,

Tompkins Wm. B.,

Topliir Stephen,
Torrey C. W.,
Torrey Joseph, D.D.,

Torrey Reuben,
Towne J. H.,

Townsend Luther,
Tracy C. B.,

Tracy Ira,

Tracy Joseph,
Tracy Joseph,
Tracy Myron,
Train Asa M.,

Treat Selah B.,

Tremain R.,

Tuck J. W.,
Tucker E. W.,
Tucker J. T.,

Tucker Mark, D.D.

Tufts James,
Tupper Martyn,
Turner Asa,
Turner D.,

Turner David,

Turner E. B.,

Turner JosiahW.,
Turner S.

Turner Wm. W.,
TuthiU G. M.,
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REPORT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
Appointed by the General Congregational Conventional Albany, Oct., 1852.

The Central Committee avail themselves of the opportunity afforded by tho

publication of the Year-Book of the Congregational Union, to make a brief re-

port to the public of their doings under the trust assigned them. With a desire

to discharge the duties of that trust in tlie most complete and satisfactory man-

ner, the Committee met, only a few days after the adjournment of the Conven-

tion, and organized for business by the choice of Mr. Henry C. Bowen, Presi-

dent ; Rev. N. H. Eggleston, Secretary ; and Mr. S. B. Ciiittenden, Treasurer-

Circulars setting forth the objects and plans of the Convention, were immedi-

ately prepared and widely distributed, and such other measures as were practi-

cable were made use of by the Committee to ensure a hearty and efficient inter-

est in the movement inaugurated at Albany. The accompanying Report of tho

Treasurer shows that nearly sixty thousand dollars have been received by the

Committee, a sum larger by almost ten thousand dollars than tho anticipations

of the Convention ventured to provide for by specific appropriation. Of this

sum fifty thousand dollars have been disbursed, or made subject to draft according

to the assignment made by the Convention. Of the surplus a large portion has

been already distributed to churches in States not enumerated by the Albany

Convention.

The Committee during the time which has been occupied by them in the col-

lection and disbursement of this noble and truly charitable fund, have had con-

stantly accumulating evidence of the usefulness of the movement which has so

largely engaged the attention of our churches during the past year. New
strength and spirit have thereby been infused into them ; new confidence in our

eimple and Scriptural Church Polity has been widely inspired ; and what emi-

nently deserves to be chronicled, while our denominational interests have thus

been advanced, the sectarian spirit has not apparently increased, but we are knit

to the other great branches of the Christian fold in our land with a broader and

truer bond of union than ever before. The movement made by us has also com-

mended itself to other branches of the Church, and is evidently leading them to

adopt like measures. One large body of Christians, closely allied to us in doc-

trine and spirit, are just now emulating our zeal in the collection of a noble

fund in aid of the feeble churhes in their connection, and so it may prove that

our zeal hath provoked many, and that our work is not to be estimated by the

pecuniary sum contributed in our Churches or by the results flowing directly

from it.

In connection with the collection of the fund proposed by the Convention, tho

Central Committee, at one of their earliest meetings, took measures, in accordance

with the authority given by the Convention, to procure and publish a series of

plans for Church Edifices. This work, the measure of which none can well un-

derstand who have not engaged in similar undertakings, has been attended with

unforeseen difficulties and hindrances. The Committee have spared no pains or

expense that might ensure the good character of the book, and they now offer it

to the public, satisfied that whila imperfections may be discovered in it, it will

be found to fill a place that has hitherto been almost if not altogether vacant.
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The cost of the work has greatly exceeded the anticipations of the Committee,

but they are still able to furnish it to the churches at a price at which no book

dealer would think of affording it, and a price which will make its purchase ex-

pedient to those who contemplate the erection of even the smallest and least

expensive house of worship.

Such, in brief, is the Report of the doings of the Committee to the present

time. A final statement will be given to the public when the surplus funds in

the hands of the Committee are entirely disposed of, and the accounts of tho

Treasurer are closed.

HENRY C. BOWEN, )

GEORGE B. CHEEVER,
ISRAEL MINOR,
R. S. STORRS, Jr.,

S. B. CHITTENDEN,
O. E. WOOD.
N. H. EGGLESTON.

Central Committee.

LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS.

MAINE.



328 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

Waterville,



LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS. 329

Brattleboro", Centre,

West,
Brookfield, 1st

,

" 2d,

Burl'ngton,

Cabot,
Castletcn,

Chelsea,

Clareuc''en,

Connvnll,
Craftsbury,

Dorset,

Dummerston,
East Burke,
Eaosburgb,
Essex.

Fayetteville,

Grafton,

Granby,
Halifax,

Hardwich,
Hinesburgh,
Holland,
Irasbui'g,

Jericlio,

Johnson,
Ludlow,
Lyndon,
Manchester,
Middlebury,
Milton Falls,

Montpelier,

Morr slowJ,

Newbory,
New Haven,
Norwich North,

" South,
Orwell.
Pe;ichi.m,

Pern.
Pittsfield,

Pittslurd,

Poultney,
Putnfv.
Randolph Centre,

" West,
Rochester,

Itoyalion,

Rupert.
Rutland,

West,
St Albans, 1st,

2d,

St. Johnsbury, East.

2m. Ch.
South,

Saxton- s River,

8(3 20
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Andover Seminary,
•' North,

West,
Ashburnham, Jfrs. Leonard'

S. S. Class,

North,
Ashby,
Ash field,

Athol,

Attlcboro,

South,

Auburn Dale,

Belchcrtown,
Berkeley,
Berlin,

Beverley,
" Washington, St.,

" 4th, ch.,

Billerica,

Boston, Bowdoin St.,

" Essex St.,

" Mt. Vernon,
" Old Sout 1,

" Park St.,

" Phillips,
" Pine St.,

" Salem St.,
" South,

Boxford,
Boylston,

'• West,
Braintree,

" New,
" South,
" West,

Bridgewater,
" East & West,
" North,

Brighton,

Brookfield,
" North,

West,
Brookline,

Bucklaud,
Byfield,

Cambridgeport,
Cambridge West,
Centreville,

Charlemont East,

Charlestown,
" Winthrop ch..

Sab.
Chelmsford North,
Chelsea,

" J. A, Copp,
Chesterfield,

Chester Village,

Chicopee,

125
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Ip-iwicb, 1st. ch.
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Wilmington,
Winchendon,
Windsor,
Worcester, G. Buslinell,

" South,
" Union ch.,

Worthington,
Wrentliam,
Anonymous,
Hamjiden County,*

Less Expenses,

24 00
36 12

11 00
59 00
54 00
282 00
112 75
15

9 25
1213 21

$14,241 26
14 03

$142,27 23

RHODE ISLAND.

Providence Beneficient Ch.,

about, $375 00
Central, " 250 00
Richmond st., " 250 00
High St., " 150 00
J. H. B., 1 00
South Kingston, 9 00

Amount received, $1,466 87

CONNECTICUT.

HAKTFORD COUNTY.

Hartford, First ch.,

Third,Dr,
" Fourth,
" Pearl st..

Canton Center,
East Windsor Theo.
East Windsor,
Granby, First ch..

East Granby,
^\ L.^i lull land,

Simsbury,
S"f«"ld,

Windsor,
Windsor Locks,
Pequonnoc,
East Avon,
Bristol,

Collinsville,

I' arming ton,

Manchester, 1st. ch.

Scm.

400 00
,Bushnell,l012 00

125 00
128 56
54 00
25 76
38 00
20 00

6 75
12 00
60 00
31 82
42 50
25 00
11 50
27 00
100 00
25 00

268 00

40 00

* No particulars have been received of
this amount, and the absence of the state-
ment was not perceived until it was too late
to jjn.cure it. It it- the same with Rhode
Island, and one or two amounts from other
Btates.

Manchester 2d, 24 00
Plainville, 25 00
Terryville, 80 00
Unionville, lo 00
Berlin, 33 oO

" Kensington. 9 00
" New Britain, 60 24

Glastonbury, 56 00
" South, 11 00
•' Eastbury, 11 00

Southington, 38 00
Newington, 36 40
West Hartford, ' 76 86
East Hartford, 65 59
Wethersfield, 30 00
South Windsor, 11 93

$3,030 91

NEW HAVEN COUNTY.

New-Haven, 1st ch., 753 75
" North, 575 47
" College St., 81 00

Chapel St., Ill 79
" South, 82 35
" Howe St., 55 37

S. Sch., 5 00
" Mrs. M. A. Gibbs, 10 00
" Fairhaven, 1st ch., 50 00
" " 2dch., 26 00
" Westville. 62 00
" Broadway S. Sch., 3 00

Bethany, 6 00
Derby, 1st. ch., 47 09

" Birmingham, 145 00
" Ansonia, 117 00

Hamden, Mt. Carmel, 33 00
East Plains, 37 00

Middlebury, 26 85
Naugatuck, 42 00
Orange, 16 11

O.xford, 5 00
Prospect, 10 00
Seymour, 33 51

Milford, 1st ch., 50 00
" Second, 30 00

Waterbury, 1st ch., 120 00

2d, 25 74
Branford, 48 70

" Rev. T. P. Gillet, 50 00
" L. L. Squire, 50 00

Cheshire, 30 00
" W. Law, 20 00

Durham, North ch., 65 00
East Haven, 56 42

Guilford. 3d ch., 51 75

North Guilford, 34 00

Meriden, 1st ch., 217 00
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Meriden, 1st ch.,

•' Central ch.,

Middlefield.

North Braaford,

Northford,

North Haven,
Wallingford,

A member of Coaveution,

5 00
35 00
17 50
10 00
10 05
29 66
56 00
10 00

WINDHAM COUNTY.

$3,386 11

NEW LOXDOX COUNTY.

N. London, Dr. M'Ewen. 10 00
2d ch., 175 16

Norwich 1st ch., 119 00
" 2d, 657 00
" 4th, 20 38
" Main street, 383 04

Colchester, First ch., 43 41
East Lyme, 5 00
Franklin. 10 33
Jewett City, 14 00
Lebanon, ist ch., 90 00
Lisbon, 1st ch., 20 07
Hanover, 31 72
Montville, 15 00
North Stonington. 31 00

'• D. R. Wheeler, 50 00
Salem, 11 00
Stonington, 2d ch., 104 00
Mystic Bridge, 10 00

Sl,803 11
FAIRFIELD COUNTY.

Bridgeport, Second ch.,
" H. & T.,

Easton,

Fairfield, 1st ch.,

Southport,
Greenwich, 2d ch.,

" Stanwich,
Ridgefield,

Westport,

South Norwalk,
Trumbull,
Stratford,

Huntington,
Monroe,
Newtown,
Brookfield,

New Fairtield,

Danbury, 1st ch..

Bethel,

2d ch.,

$85 75
20 00
32 00
44 38

152 52
165 19

13 74
77 00

34 00

36 00
83 00
72 00
25 00

15 00

9 00

23 15

30 00
54 00
50 00
8 00

50 00

$1,080 24

Brooklyn,
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New Preston,
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New-York Eastern ch.,
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Batavia,

Big Rock,
Bloomingdale,
Bristol,

Byron,
Cambridge,
Chicago 1st Ch.,

Como,
Crete,

Crystal Lake,
Danby,
Elgin,

Farmington,
Flag Creek,
Galesburg,
Gap Grove,
Genesee,
Griggsville,

Hadley,
Hampton,
Jacksonville,

Jericho,

Knoxville,
Lafayette,

Lamoille,

Lawn Ridge,
Lee Center,

Libertyville,

Lockport,
Lyndon,
Metamora,
Millbourn,

Mohin?,
Napierville,

Newtown,
Ottawa,
Pittsfield,

Plainfield

Plum Grove,
Port Byron,
Princetown,
Providence,
Quincy 1st Ch..

•' Centre Ch.,

Riley,

Ringwood,
Rockford,

" 2nd Ch.,

Round Prairie,

St Charles,

Sycamore,
Toulon,
Udina,
Union Grove,
Verm ill ionville,

Weathersfield,

A Friend,

54 00
6 00

15 00

11 69

11 00
10 00

62 64
10 00
3 00

10 32

2 42
14 00

40 00
5 53
46 60

1 00
14 00
28 00
22 00

11 00

50 00
7 00

10 00
7 25

6 00
8 00

19 00
10 25

14 00

18 00
8 00
8 00

13 00
8 54
6 00

65 00
109 42
15 00
10 00
11 25

13 00
9 30

. 64 50
18 00
2 00

7 75

30 00

123 00

10 00

15 00

3 35

7 00

3 00

5 00

6 00

7 00
25 00

$1138 47

MICHIGAN.
Alamo,
Almont,
Augusta,
Chesterfield,

Columbus,
Cooper,
Detroit,

Genesee,
Grand Rapids,
Greenville,

Hartford,

Hartland,
Howell,
Jackson,
Keeiersville,

Litchfield,

London,
Medina,
Niles,

Northvillc,

Raisinville,

Richmond,
Romeo,
St. Clair,

Wheatland,
Rec. from Rev. L

2 40
6 71

15 00
5 00
1 75
5 60

183 50
5 00
26 00
10 00
5 00
7 00
15 00
50 50
7 00

21 00
4 00
9 46
10 00
5 72
11 00
4 25

25 00
30 00
10 00

S., Hobart, 146 21

$622 10

Less expences 5 10

IOWA.

Anamosa,
Bellevue,
Burlington,

Cascade,
Centcrtown Ger. Evan,
Colesburg,
Cottonville,

Crawfoi'dsville,

Danville,

Davenport,
Deep Creek,

Denmark,
Dubuque,

" Ger. Evan,
Durango,
Eddysville,

Fairfield,

Farmington,
Garnavillo,

Keosanqua,
Knoxville,

Long Creek,
Makoketa,

$617 00

7 00

20 00
50 00
7 GO
1 60

10 00
7 90
8 00

21 50
25 00
3 25

68 00
82 75

25 50
12 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
14 20
8 00

20 50
2 00
6 00
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CONVENTION.

Held at Albany, on the 5th, 6th 7th and 8th days of October, 1852.

In accordance with a call issued by direction of the General

Association of New York, a Convention of Ministers and Dele-

gates of Congregational Churches in the United States, assem-

bled at Albany, New York, on Tuesday, the 5th day of October,

1852, at 4 o'clock, p. m.

The Committee to nominate Permanent Officers of the Con-

vention,, made their report as follows, which was adopted :

Rev. Wm. T. Dwight, D. D., of Maine, President.

Rev. Noah Porter, D. D., of Conn., > tj- r> -j ^

Rev. Asa Turner, Iowa, \
Vice-Presidents,

Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., of New York, i

Rev. J. C. HoLBROOK, of Iowa, > Secretaries.

Rev. L. Smith Hobart, of Michigan. )

The Convention re-assembled at 7 1-2 o'clock, p. m., for pub-

lic worship. The sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. Hawes?
from 1 Cor. 2 : 2. "For I determined not to know any thing

among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." Rev. J. H.
Linsley, D. D., aided in the opening exercises, and Rev. L.

Beecher, D. D., offered the closing prayer.

The Business Committee reported, in part, the following

items, for discussion in the Convention :—
1. The construction and practical operation of the " Plan of

Union between Presbyterians and Congrcgationalists," agreed

upon by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and

the General Association of Connecticut, in 1801.

2. The building of Church Edifices at the West.
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3. The system and operations of the American Home Mis-

sionary Society.

The Convention then adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow

morning:.

Wednesday Morning, Oct. 6th.

A Prayer Meeting was held at 8 o'clock, conducted by Rev.

D. C. Lansing, D. D.

At 9 o'clock, the Convention was called to order by the Pre-

sident, and opened with singing and prayer.

The thanks of the Convention were offered to Rev, J. Hawes,

D. D., for his sermon before the body last evening, and a copy

was requested for publication.

The Business Committee recommended that the first item

—

the Plan of Union—be referred to a Committee, of two from

New England, and one from each of the other States repre-

sented in this body ;
and, by vote, it was so ordered.

In relation to the second item, the following resolution was

adopted :

—

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to take into consideration

the subject of aiding feeble churches at the West, in building Church-edifices
;

and, if the Committee shall see fit, to report a plan for the same.

The Business Committee recommended that the item of busi-

ness No. 3,—-concerning the system and operations of the Ame-

rican Home Missionary Society,—be referred to a Committee,

of one from each State represented in this body ; and that all

resolutions respecting the withdrawal of aid from churches in

the slaveholding States be also referred to that Committee,

It was voted to take up for consideration, item No, 4, on the

docket :—The intercourse between the Congregationalists of

New England and those of other States, Upon this subject, the

following preamble and resolutions were introduced :

—

Whereas, for several years, insinuations and charges of heresy in doctrine,

and of disorder in practice, have been made against Congregationalists at the
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"West, frequently too vague in their character, and too general and sweeping

in their aim, to admit of refutation ; and

Whereas, Congregationalism at the "West has thereby suffered greatly in

'

the estimation of Oongregatioualists in New England, and of many other

Christians ; therefore,

Resolved, First : That it is the duty of Congregationalists to frown upon

all such accusations, unless their authors or abettors will make specific allega-

tions, and hold themselves responsible for the same.

Resolved, Secondly : That it is very important that the General Associa-

tions, Conferences, and Conventions at the East, be careful to send Delegates

to the General Associations at the "West, that they may obtain reliable infor-

mation respecting "Western CongTegationalism.

Thursday Morning, October 7th.

A Prayer Meeting was held at 8 o'clock, a. m., conducted by

Rev. G. A. Calhoun, D. D.

At 9 A. M., the Convention was called to order, and opened

with devotional exercises.

The Committee on aiding in the erection of Church Edifices

at the West, submitted their Report, which was accepted ; and

after discussion and amendment, the Convention Resolved :

—

That the " Plan for raising Fifty Thousand Dollars for the

erection of Congregational Church Edifices at the West," be

approved and adopted by this Convention ; and that it be

recommended to the consideration of the Congregational Pastors

and Churches throughout the United States.

Plan forraising $50,000 for aiding in the erection of Church-edifices

at the West.

I. On the first Sabbath in January, 1853, all the Congregational Churches

in the United States shall be requested to take up collections, as a New
"fear's offering, to aid in erecting Congregational Churches in Ohio, Michi-

gan, "Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Minnesota ; this Con-

vention recommending to all Pastors of Congregational Churches to preach

on the subject, on the said Sabbath, and urge liberal contributions.

II. This Convention shall appoint seven persons, in the city of New York

and vicinity, to act as a Central Committee, to receive the money and distri-
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bute the same as hereinafter provided ; with power to fill vacancies in their

body, and in the State Committees, the appointment of which by this body

is hereinafter provided for.

III. This Convention shall appoint a Committee of three persons in each

State, who shall have the general supervision of raising money within their

borders, causing notices to be published in the newspapers, and urging all the

Churches to do their part ; said State Committees to receive the money^

when collected, and forward the same to the Central Committee.

TV. When all the moneys raised shall be received by the Central Commit-

ttee, if the same shall amount to less than $50,000, the Central Committee, if

they deem it expedient, shall use further means to make up that amount.

Y. When said sum of §50,000 shall be received by the Central Committee,

or when all the collections and subscriptions made shall be paid over to them,

then said Central Committee shall apportion the same to each of the Western

States and Territories, as follows, to wit :

—

To the State of Ohio 8000 dollars.

" " of Michigan 8000
" " of Wisconsin 8000
" " of Iowa 8000
" " of Indiana 3000
" " of Illinois 8000
« " of Missouri 3000
" Territory ef Minnesota 4000

VI. After the money has been apportioned, and before it is paid over, the

General Congregational body, where one exists, in each of . the foregoing

States and Territory, shall appoint a Committee of five, two of whom shall be

laymen, to receive the sum apportioned to the State or Territory. Or, in

those States where there is no general body distinctively Congregational, the

State Committee provided for in Article III, shall call a Convention, of the

Pastors and Stated Supplies of the Congregational Churches in such States

respectively, with one lay delegate from each Church, who shall choose a

Committee as aforesaid, to receive and appropriate the money apportioned to

the State.

YII. Should there be a surplus, over and above the aforesaid sum of $50,-

000, the same shall be appropriated, under the direction of the Central Com-

mittee, towards the erection of Congregational Churches in the foregoing

and other States and Territories.

VIII. No money shall be used for any other purpose than the erection of

houses for Religious Worship.

IX. No money shall be applied to aid in erecting any Church-edifice or

place of worship, unless the Committee appointed by the State Convention

shall be satisfied that said Church-edifice will be completed free from all debts
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and encumbrances, and that aid is necessary to complete its erection ; nor

shall any of the funds thus collected be granted to any Church or Society for

the erection of a house of worship, (except in cases which the Committee may
deem peculiar,) unless the available subscription of the Church or Society ap-

plying for the same, shall amount to at least twice the sum for which they

apply.

X. No sum exceeding Three Hundred Dollars, shall be given for the erec-

tion of any one house of worship.

XI. Money may be loaned for a limited time, on proper security, instead

of being given as a donation, whenever the State Committee shall deem this

expedient.

XII. Other Regulations and Rules, not inconsistent with the foregoing,

—

as providing for the supply of vacancies occasioned by deaths or removals in

State Committees, fixing their terms of office, prescribing the keeping of

records, the making of reports, &c., &c.—may be adopted at the discretion of

each State General Association or Convention.

The Convention adopted also the following resolution, to ac-

company the preceding Report :

—

Resolved, That, in the judgement of this Convention, it is expedient

that the Central Committee constituted for the aid of Churches at the

West, in erecting Houses of Worship, procure plans of suitable edifices, with

specifications and estimates, to be shown to Committees and others concerned

in those enterprises, with a view to promoting convenience, economy and good

taste, in the design and execution of the work ; and, further, that before aid is

granted, the State Committee be made acquainted with the plan and specifi-

cations of the buildings proposed to bo erected, with liberty to insist on con-

formity, so far as they shall think expedient, to their directions.

The following Preamble and Resolutions were read and unan-

imously adopted, in reference to The Maine Law :

—

Assembled as we are from various and distant portions of our great Re-

public, and deeply interested in whatever promotes the morality, the order,

the peace and prosperity of our country : We, the members of this Conven-

tion, feel it a privilege and duty to unite in the following Resolution :

—

Resolved, That the recent adoption by three States and one Territory, and

the favorable action, of a Law which suppresses and roots out the traffic in

intoxicating liquors as a beverage, called the Maine Law, is, in our opinion, an

event, in the good providence of God, which calls for the gratitude and sup-

port of all who love their country and their race ; and that all Congrega-

tional Ministers and Churches be earnestly requested to stand forth prominent

in favor of this legislation in their respective States and Territories, and con-

tinually to make supplication to Almighty God that the good work of re-
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demption from one of the most demoralizing and desolating evils with which

we are afflicted, so happily commenced, may speedily be perfected throughout

our country and throughout the world.

The Convention then adjourned, till 3 p. m.

Thursday, 3 o'clock, p. m.

The Convention assembled, and opened its session with sing-

ing a hvmn.

The discussion on the Report concerning the Plan of Union,

was resumed ; and it terminated in the unanimous adoption of

the Report, as follows :

—

The Committee on the Plan of Union, report the following Preamble and

Resolutions, for the consideration of this Convention :

—

Whereas, the Plan of Union formed in 1801, by the General Asssembly of

the Presbyterian Church and the General Association of Connecticut, is un-

derstood to have been repudiated by the said Assembly before the schism in

that body of 1838, though this year acknowledged as still in force by the

General Assembly which met last at "Washington, D. C. ; and

Whereas, many of our Presbyterian brethren, though adhering to this Plan

in some of its provisions, do not, it is believed, maintain it in its integrity
;

especially in virtually requiring Congregational Ministers settled over Pres-

byterian Churches and Congregational Churches having Presbyterian Min-

isters, to be connected with Presbyteries ; and

Whereas, whatever mutual advantage has formerly resulted from this Plan

to the two denominations, and whatever might yet result from it if acted upon

impartially, its operation is now unfavoralde to the spread and permanence

of the Congregational polity, and even to the real harmony of these Christian

communities :

—

Resolved, 1st. That in the judgement of this Convention it is not deemed ex-

pedient that new Congregational Churches, or Churches heretofore indepen-

dent, become connected with Presbyteries.

2d. That in the evident disuse of the said Plan, according to its original

design, we deem it important, and for the purposes of union sufiBcient, that

Congregationalists and Presbyterians exercise toward each other that spirit

of love which the Gospel requires, and which their common faith is fitted to

cherish ; that they accord to each other the right of pre-occupancy, where but

one Church can be maintained ; and that, in the formation of such a Church,

its ecclesiastical character and relations be determined by a majority of its

members.
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3d. That in respect to those Congregational Churches which are now con-

nected with Presbyteries,-—cither on the above mentioned Plan, or on those

of 1808 and 1813, between Congregational and Presbyterian bodies in the

State of New York,—while we would not have them violently sever their

existing relations, we counsel them to maintain vigilantly the Congregational

privileges which have been guaranteed them by the Plans above mentioned,

and to see to it that while they remain connected with Presbyteries, the true

intent of those original arrangements be impartially carried out.

The Committee on " the System and Operations of the Ame-
rican Home Missionary Society," made the following Report,

which was unanimously adopted :—

The Committee to whom was referred the "system and operations of the

American Home Missionary Society," together with all Resolutions respectr

ing Missionary aid to Churches in the Slaveholdiug States, report :

—

That your Committee are unanimous in their approbation of the voluntary

and unsectarian character of ihe American Home Missionary Society, and of

the wisdom and efficiency with which its affairs have been conducted.

On the subject of the Society's relation to the Presbyterian and Congrega-

tional systems of Church polity, your Committee are of opinion that any dis-

ruption of present relations is unadvisable.

The Committee express their belief that this Society has executed its trust

towards both Congregational and Presbyterian Churches with impartiality

;

and that any complaints on this head will be found to result from local inter-

ests, and not from the administrative policy of the Society.

The subject of Missionary aid to Churches in Slaveholding

vStates having been referred to the same Committee, the follow-

ing report was presented, which was unanimously adopted :

—

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, it is the tendency of the

Gospel, wherever it is preached in its purity, to correct all social evils, and

to destroy sin in all its forms ; and that it is the duty of Missionary Societies

to grant aid to churches in slaveholding States, in the support of such minis-

ters only as shall so preach the Gospel, and inculcate the principles and ap-

plication of Gospel discipline, that, with the blessing of God, it shall have

its full effect in awakening and enlightening the moral sense in regard to

Slavery, and in bringing to pass the speedy abolition of that stupendous

wrong ; and that, wherever a minister is not permitted so to preach, he

should, in accordance with the directions of Christ in such cases, " depart out

of that city."

The Convention then adjourned, te meet at 8 o'clock to-mor-

row morning.
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The Committee on Xominatious recommended that the fol-

lowing individuals be appointed on the Central and State Com-

mittees, vmder the plan to aid in the erection of Churcli edifices

at the West and, by vote, they were so appointed :

—

CEXTRAL COMMITTEE,

In New-York and vicinity.—Henry C. Bowen, Rev. C. B. Clieever, D. D.,

Israel Miuor, Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., S. B. CMtteuden, 0. E. Wood, Rev. X.

H. Egglestou.

STATE COMMITTEES.

Maine.—B.e\. W. T. Dwight, D. D., Rev. J. W. Chickering, Levi Cutter,

Portland.

New Hampshire.—Rev. N. Bouton, D. D., George Hutchius, Rev. B. P.

Stone. Concord.

Vermont.—R(^\. Silas Aiken, D. D., Rutland; Rev. Chas. Walker,

D. D., Pittsford ; William Nash, Xew Haven.

Massachusetts.—Rev. Edward Beeclier, D. D., Boston ; Rev. Elam Smal-

ley, D. D., Worcester ; Dea. Julius Palmer, Boston.

Rhode Island.—Rev. Joua Leavitt, A. C. Barstow, Benjamin Dyer, Provi-

dence.

Connecticut.—Rev. Joel Hawes, D. D., Hartford ; Rev. Leonard Bacon,

D. D., Timothy Dwight, New Haven.

New-York.—Rev. H. W. Beecher, Brooklyn ; Rev. 0. E. Daggett, Canan-

daigua ; Hon. B. R. Wood, Albany.

New Jersey.—Jie\. S. D. Cochrane, Patcrson ; Rev. Charles Beecher, Dr.

J. M. Ward, Newark.

Ohio.—Rov. J. C. Hart, Hudson ; Rev. T. Adams, Thompson ; H. B.

Spellman, Cleveland.

Michigan.—Rex. H. D. Kitchcll, Detroit ; Rev. L. S. Hobart. Ann Ar-

bor ; Francis Raymond, Detroit.

Illinois.—Rev. F. Bascom, Galesburg ; Rev. "Wm. Carter, Pittsfield

;

Philo Carpenter, Chicago.

Indiana.—Rev. M. A. Jewett, Rev. L. H. Rice, Henry Ross, Terre Haute.

Wisconsin.—Rev. J. J. Miter, Milwaukie ; Rev. L. S. Clapp, Wawatosa;

E. D. Holton, Milwaukie.

lott'fl.—Rev. J. 0. Holbrook, Dubuque ; Rev. E. Adams, Davenport ; H.

A. Wiltze, Dubuque.

Minnesota.—Rev. Charles Seccombe, St. Anthony ; Rev. Richard Hall,

Major Furber, Pt. Douglas.
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The Business Committee reported the following resolution in

reference to the calling of a future Convention, which was
adopted :

—

Resolved, That the President, the Vice Presidents, and the Secretaries of

this Convention, be appointed a Committee, with power to call another Gen-

eral Convention in the year 1855, or previously, at such place as they may
designate—provided, that in their deliberate opinion such a Convention shall

be expedient.

The subjoined resolutions, being also introduced by the Busi-

ness Committee, were successively considered and adopted by

the Convention :

—

CONGEEGATIONAL CHUKCH IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

Whereas, The friends of Congregationalism in Washington city have taken

measures for establishing a Congregational Church in that city, and have

purchased a commodious house of worship in an eligible situation, near the

City Hall :—

Resolved, That this Convention look with great interest to the success of

the enterprise of planting the religious institutions of our fathers in the Na-

tional Capital ; and we commend the object to the attention of our brethren,

for their prayers, and for such pecuniary aid as it may need during its in-

fancy.

REPUBLICATION OF CONGREGATIONAL WORKS.

Resolved, That this Convention recognizes with gratitude the republication

of the collected works of Bellamy, Hopkins, the younger Edwards, and the

venerable John Robinson, by the Doctrinal Tract and Book Society of

Massachusetts, and the intended republication of the works of other fathers

of American Congregationalism.

Resolved, That this Convention regards the extensive tirculation of such

works, among the ministers and churches of the Congregational polity, as an

object of public interest and importance.

ON INCREASING THE NUMBER OP MINISTERS.

Resolved, That in view of the alarming disproportion between the increase

of our population and the increase of ministers of the Gospel, it is recom-

mended to the churches to inquire who among their youthful members are

qualified, by natural gifts and by the grace of the Spirit, for the service of
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God in the Gospel of his Son, and to encourage and aid such peisons in pre-

paring themselves for that work.

Resolved, Also, that this Convention cordially approves of the aim and the

operations of, the American Education Society, and commends it to the favor

of the Churches.

SUPPORT OF COLLEGES AT THE WEST.

W^Aereas,- Many colleges exist at the "West which are under the control of

Boards of Trust, composed of Congregationalists and Presbyterians, and

which came into being- under the auspices, and have been founded and sus-

tained by the common funds of these two denominations :

—

^Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Convention, the interests of sound

learning, and of Christian truth, and the mutual prosperity of these d.'nom-

inations, alike demand the perpetuation of this union.

DUTIES OF A COXCxREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Resolved, That every Congregational Church should regard itself as bound

to care and labor continually for the advancement of the kingdom of Christ

within its own parochial sphere ; and to build itself up, not by inroads upon

other Evangelical Churches, but by training up its own children in the faith

and service of our Lord Jesus Christ, by promoting the intelligence, order

and piety of all the households associated with them, and by systematic

efforts in the spirit of Christian love, to enlighten, evangelize and save the

neglected, the ignorant and the unbelieving.

SPECIAL PRESENT CALLS FOR SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.

Resolved, That in an age when so much is to be done for the salvation of

our country and for the diffusion of the Gospel throughout the world, and

when the wealth of our country is developed and increased with a rapidity

which threatens to overwhelm the Churches with a tide of worldliness, it is

of the utmost importance for the Churches to discipline themselves to habits

of Christian activity, and of systematic contribution to the great enterprises

of Christian Ueneficence.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT.

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to our presiding offi-

cer, for the gentlemanly, prompt and efficient manner in which he has

moderated this large Convention, during its deliberation and action upon

subjects of great importance to the cause of God and to the interests of

man.



348 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR-BOOK.

The following resolutions were also unanimously adopted, the

whole Convention rising in their places, in express approbation

of their spirit and terms :

—

THE PURPOSE AND AIM OF THIS CONGREGATIOXAL CONVENTION.

Resolved, That the polity of the Cougregational Churches, being eminently

simple and scriptural, is and must be essentially spiritual and unscctarian.

Resolved, That while this Convention rejoices in the prosperity of Congre-

gationalism, especially in the fields of its more recent enterprise, and in the

prospect of its still more rapid and vigorous growth as the result of these

counsels and deliberations, yet we here distinctly disclaim and disavow all

merely sectarian zeal ; and do profess it to be our object, one and sole, to

promote, through the Congregational polity, and hence in the freest and most

efficient manner, the World's salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord.

The last resolution adopted was as follows :

—

god's hand IN THIS CONVENTION.

Resolved, That we gratefully and devoutly recognize the overruling providence

of God, in the calling of this Convention, in the measures which have been

adopted by it, and in the entire harmony of its counsels and its results.

The business of the Convention being completed, the minutes

were read and approved. Prayer was offered, the doxology

was sung, and the Convention adjourned.



CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETIES.

AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL UNION.

For an account of the Origin, Constitution and Officers of

the Union, the reader is referred to pages 31—33, of this

volume. This additional notice is inserted that it may take its

appropriate place among the Societies which should have the

sympathy and aid of the Churches of our denomination

throughout the -wide field which it aims to make more beauti-

ful and more fruitful by bringing all who labor in it into closer

and more efficient union.

Some of the modes in which this Society may be effectually

sustained, are mentioned in the statement above referred to.

It may be added that Churches may render valuable and needed

aid by making their pastors life members. It is hoped that

Pastors will endeavor to engage their people on its behalf, that

its power for good may rapidly and largely increase.

The rooms of the Society are in Clinton Hall, corner of

Beekman and Nassau streets. Communications should be ad-

dressed to Rev. T. Atkinson, Sec. Am. Cong. Union, New-

York, to whom orders for the Year-Book may be addressed.

If to be sent by mail, stamps should be enclosed.

CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.'

NO. 12 TREMONT TEilPLE, BOSTON.

This Institution was founded in Boston in the month of

February, 1851. Its main object was the same then as now
;

but its operations were more restricted till May 5, 1853, when
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measures were taken to extend its privileges to the whole body

of Evangelical Congregationalists, and to invite their co-opera-

tion.

The following is an epitome of the Constitution and^By-Laws:

Its object is to found and perpetuate a Library of Books, Pam-

phlets, and Manuscripts, and a collection of portraits, and what-

ever else shall serve to- illustrate Puritan history, and promote

the general interests of Congregationalism
; as also to secure

the erection of a suitable building for its library, its meetings,

and the general purposes of the body.

It embraces " ministers and laymen connected with the

churches of the Orthodox Congregational denomination, pay-

ing each one dollar, as a condition of membership." Others

may be elected as honorary members, with equal rights and

privileges, except that of voting.

The annual meeting comes " on the Tuesday preceding the

fourth Wednesday in May, (the week of Boston Anniversaries,)

at 12 o'clock M.; and on the same day, at 4 o'clock P. M., pro-

vision is made for " a sermon, oration, or address, by some

member elected by ballot at the previous annual meeting."

This is followed the next day by a " collation, accompanied by

such exercises as the Directors may prescribe." There are also

three other meetings of the Association each year, viz : on the

last Tuesday of August, November and February, at 3 o'clock

P. M., in the Library room, devoted to such exercises as may
be determined at the time, or assigned at a previous meeting

;

notice of the same to be published in the Boston papers on the

week preceding.

The Board of Directors, who are " charged with the general

interests of the Association," meet monthly, " make a report of

their doings for the year at each Annual meeting of the Asso-

ciation, and suggest such measures for the action of the body

as in their judgment the welfare of the Institution requires."

The Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, and

Treasurer, who are also on the Board of Directors, attend to

the functions usually connected with those offices.
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It is made the duty of the Librarian to keep a complete

catalogue of all the books, pamphlets, manuscripts, periodicals

and portraits belonging to the Library, with the names of the

donors annexed
;
to arrange them on shelves or in cases most

convenient for reference, and see that the room is rendered at-

tractive to those who desire to avail themselves of its privileges.

Since the reorganization in May, about four hundred and
fifty members have been enrolled, located, in all parts of the

Continent where Congregational Churches are found, from
California to Canada. There have been already gathered into

the Library some fifteen hundred volumes, and more than four

thousand pamphlets, including deposits made by. the American
Statistical Association, and a few private individuals, besides

many duplicate numbers and incomplete sets of old periodicals.

A valuable assortment of daily, weekly and monthly periodi-

cals, now issuing from the press, are supplied gratuitously by

the publishers. The manuscript department, though not yet

large, contains some rare specimens
; and portraits of the

Fathers are beginning to adorn the walls of the Library. The
room is open all hours of the day, (Sundays excepted,) and the

Librarian on hand to assist the enquiries of those who wish to

consult him.

President.—Rev. William T. Dwight, D. D. of ^Maine.

Vice-Presidents.—Rev. John A. Albro, D. D., of Massachusetts ; Rev.

Benjamin Tappan, D. D., of Maine ; Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, D. D., of New
Hampshire ;

Rev. Silas Aiken, D. D., of Vermont; Rev. Joel Hawes, D. D.,

of Connecticut ; Rev. Thomas Shepard, of Rhode Island ; Rev. Ray Palmer,

D. D., of New-York ; Rev. J. M. Butler, of Ohio; Rev. L. S. Hobart, of

Michigan ; Rev. J. J. Miter, of "Wisconsin ; Rev. John C. Holbrook, of

Illinois ; Rev. M. A. Jewett, of Indiana ; Rev. Asa Turner, of Iowa ; Rev.

H. Wilkes, D. D., of Canada.

Directors.—Rev. Parsons Cooke, D. D., Rev. Samuel M. Worcester, D.

D., Rev. Sewall Harding, Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D., Rev. Augustus 0.

Thompson, Julius A. Palmer, Esq.

Corresponding Secretary,—Rev. J. S. Clark, D. D.

Recording Secretary.—Rev. Samuel H. Riddel.

Librarian.—Rev. Joseph B. Felt.

Treasurer.—Alpheus Hardy, Esq.
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THE DOCTRINAL TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY,

HERE-tFTER TO TAKE THE NAME OF

THE CONGREGATIONAL BOARD OP PUBLICATION.

It will be seen by the advertisement of tliis Society,

that it has already made considerable progress in the publi-

cation of those ^yorks the diffusion of which is one object of the

American Congregational Union. Several most valuable

standard works have been stereotyped and published, which

ought to be in every parochial and pastoral library, and the

Society is now enlarging its means and extending its efforts.

It has already sent an entire set of its publications to all the

Congregational Churches in Michigan which have pastors,—to

most of the pastors in Iowa, and to some in Illinois and Wis-

consin.

That the name may be more appropriate, it has been changed,

and made more distinct and comprehensive. The number of

its executive oiEcers will also be enlarged, in order to secure

the combined wisdom and influence of the different sections of

the country, and it will publish such works as are needed and

adapted " to promote the progress and well-working of the

Congregational Church Polity." Having already accomplished

a great and good work, and being now prepared to enter upon

a wider field, with greatly augmented power, we doubt not this

Society will be worthy to be known and sustained as the

CONGEEGATIOXAL BoOK SOCIETY.

MASSACHUSETTS SABl^ATH SCHOOL SOCIETY.

This Society was organized June 1. 1832 ;—the Mass. Sab-

bath School Union having been dissolved on the previous day,

after much deliberation, and with great unanimity. It origi-

nated in no factious, controversial, or narrow, exclusive denomi-

national spirit. It came into being from a deep-felt want, well
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considered, that the children of our churches, in every depart-

ment of their religious education, should be instructed in all

those great principles of faith and practice, "svhich the early

fathers of Xew England, believed and taught, and to which our

churches, in all charity to those differing from them, still cling

with the unyielding tenacity of unwavering belief in their

scriptural truth.

Nearly every denomination has now its own distinct Sabbath

School organization, through which its chui'ches and schools

make most of their donations for promoting the cause and fur-

nishing its own Sabbath School literatiu^e. It is felt that if

there is any good reason for each denomination to have its. dis-

tinct chm-ches and ministry, there is an equally good reason for

having its distinct Sabbath School operations. This institution

is the nursery of the church. To its members every church

looks for her futm-e enlargement. But if the children are left

untaught in regard to all those truths which are distinctive,

what seciu'ity has she that another will not gather the harvest

from the seed which she has herself sown and nurtured ? If the

truths and principles that are distinctive to any given denomi-

nation, are not of sufficient importance to have them taught to

the young—to those by whom the churches of that denomination

are to be replenished and perpetuated—then they are not of

sufficient importance to justify the existence of that denomina-

tion. Never was there more real christian love, union, and
zeal, in the Sabbath School cause, than there has been since each

denomination has been doing its own work in its own way.

The union of parents and children, of old and young, in every

Sabbath School, is an object at which this Society has constantly

aimed. An examination of its yearly reports will show that

from one-quarter to two-thirds of the members of very many of

the schools connected with the Society, especially in Mass., have

been over eighteen years of age. In many schools may be seen

from two or three to six or eight large classes of young men,

and a larger number of young women. There are probably

connected with the Congregational Sabbath Schools in Mass.

alone, more than 20,000 scholars over 18 years of age.

23
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This peculiarity in the schools in New England, presented

one important reason for a distinct Sabbath School organiza-

tion, and a distinct Sabbath School literature- The 2d part of

the Scripture Questions was prepared to meet the wants of

the older and more mature members of the schools, and the re-

sult has shown the wisdom of the plan. Teachers and aged pu-

pils have derived from this series the most valuable assistance

in an acquaintance with divine truth.

A missionary in Michigan, acknowledging the receipt of some

of the books of the Society, says
—

" Let Puritan 'principks and

theology spread over the fertile plains of the spreading West, and

our country is not only safe, but she shall also, in the hands of

God, become an instrument in the salvation of world. What
more efficient instrumentality, the living ministry only excepted,

than the invaluable productions of the Massachusetts Sab-

bath School Society, containing truth, with the least ad-

mixture of error incident to human agency, commending*itself

to the mind, when it is most susceptible of the liveliest and most

lasting impressions ?"

See advertising pages for a list of some its publications.

AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY.

The Thirty-seventh Annual Report speaks of the past year

as one of comparative ^prosperity and success. The receipts,

and the number of young men aided, are somewhat larger than

for several, previous years. There is a decidedly increasing in-

terest in the cause of ministerial education, giving promise of

still more ample results in years to come. The minds ofmen are

turning with new earnestness to this subject, and a deeper con-
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viction is felt of the necessity of enlarged and vigorous effort

in the work of raising up ministers of the Gospel.

The income of the Parent Society, from all sources, for the

year ending April 30, 1853, was 822,729 15. Three hundred

and eight students were aided during the year from its treasury

in Boston, who have been pursuing their studies in colleges and

theological schools in various parts of the land, as follows :

—

Andover, Bangor, East Windsor, Yale, and Theol, Dep. of

Wes. Res. Col.—Theological students, 131. The remainder

connected with the following Colleges :—Amherst, Williams,

Harvard, Brown University, Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Middlebury,

University of Vermont, Yale, Western Reserve, University of

Michigan, Wabash, Illinois, Knox, Iowa, and Beloit.

It is interesting to notice from whence they have been gath-

ered. From Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,

Rhode Island, Connecticut, Xew York, New Jersey, Pennsyl.

vanitf, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Tennessee, Missouri,

Wisconsin, Iowa, England, Scotland, Canada, and Constanti-

nople.

During the same period, the Philadelphia Education Society

has had under its care fifty-three young men, twenty-six ofwhom
were theological and the remainder collegiate students. In ad-

dition to which there is the Central Education Society, located

at New York city, and the Western Education Society at Au-

burn, N. Y,, which have to do almost exclusively with theolo-

gical students, mainly in connection with the Union Seminary

in New York city, and the Auburn Seminary.

Applications for aid were received from eighty-five new men,

seventy-nine of whom were admitted. The number during the

previous year was sixty-one, an encouraging advance, but one

altogether inadequate to the increasing demands for ministerial

labor.

The rooms of the Societv are at No. 15 Cornhilb Boston.
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The British and Foreign Bible Society was formed in the

year 1804, and its influence began to be felt immediately over

the eutire Protestant world. In the United States it awakened

inquiry, and led to the organization of similar associations.

The first Bible Society in the New World was formed in Phila-

delphia in 1808, the second in Connecticut, and the third in

Massachusetts in 1809. Other societies continued to spring up,

until in 1816 it was ascertained that their number was about

seventy.

The American Bible Society was formed on the second

Wednesday of May, 1816. Its receipts during the first year

amounted to $37,779 35, and its issues 6,410 Bibles. For the

last year—the thirty-seventh of its existence—its receipts were

1346,542 42, and its issues 260,381 Bibles, and 538,999 Testa-

ments ; total, 799,380.

The Society has printed and circulated nearly nine millions

of Bibles and Testaments. It has also made pecuniary grants

to aid in the publication of the Scriptures at various missionary

stations in foreign lands, to the amount of nearly $400,000.

Auxiliary Societies now extend from Maine to California and

Oregon, and are about two thousand in number, with some four

thousand minor branches, without which the American Bible

Society could do but little towards supplying our country with

the Scriptures.

The number of translations of the Scriptures, or parts of

them, which have been made into the various languages and

dialects, is not far from two hundred—all of wliich, except
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about forty, hare been made since tlie Bible Society era in 1804.

In publishing twenty-five of them, the American Bible Society

has been at the whole expense, and has assisted in publishing as

many more.

The Bible Society Manual, from which this brief statement is

compiled, contains a Compendium of Bible Societies in the

world, from which it appears that seventy Societies have issued

considerably over forty millions of Bibles and Testaments since

1804 ; and yet, eight hundred millions, or four-fifths of our fel-

low men are living in utter ignorance of this blessed book. If

all the Bibles in the world were equally distributed among its

inhabitants, there would be but one Bible for every twenty souls.

A visit, on business, to the New York Bible House, Astor

Place, will well repay the visitor, especially if he has been care-

ful to furnish himself with keys to the other religious and

benevolent societies that cluster around this noble centre.

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

uring the past year this Society has sent to their respective

fields of labor 13 ordained missionaries, 3 male and 27 female

assistant missionaries ; besides 10, who having spent some time

in this country, have returned to their respective fields.

The receipts for the year ending July 31, from all sources,

were $314,922 ; the expenditures of the year, $310,607. The

receipts from mission churches and individuals in foreign lands,

were $12,905 ; of which sum $6,458 were from the Sandwich

Islands, and $1,037 from the various Indian missions under the

care of the Board.

Number of missions, 28 ; stations. 111 ; out-stations, 38.

Number of ordained missionaries, (6 being physicians,) 157
;

physicians not ordained, 6 ; other male assistants, 20 ; female

assistants, 205 ;
whole number of laborers sent from this coun-

try, 389 ; native preachers, 39 ;
native helpers, 192 ; whole



358 CONGREGATIONAL YEAR.-BOOK.

number of laborers connected with the missions, 620. Number
of churches, 103 ;

church members, 25,714 ; added during the

year, 2,016. Number of seminaries, 9 ; other boarding schools,

23; free schools, (344 supported by Hawaiian government,) 712
;

pupils in seminaries, 487 ; boarding schools, 645 ; free schools,

21,993.

The average monthly publication of the Missionary Herald

has been 17,500 ; Journal of Missions, 31,041 ; Youth's Day-

spring, 33,796—making a total of 988,044 copies of the three

publications, with an average monthly issue of 82,337 copies.

But what idea can such a brief summary as this impart of the

vast work in which the Board is engaged ? and yet it is all we

can here attempt to give.

Every Christian, especially every Pastor, should take the

Annual Report and traverse the wide field, not as we are now

compelled to do it, but deliberately and repeatedly, until he

has made himself acquainted with all the varied phases of the

work, and knows the field, what has been accomplished and

what needs to be done—its fruits and its wants—until joy and

compassion, thankfulness and hope, spring up anew in the heart,

exciting to renewed and more entire devotedness, and to more

earnest and believing prayer, that the earth may be filled with

the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.

The Micronesian Mission, the first-born from mission

churches, and the Sandwich Islands, now to be numbered among

Christian nations, cannot but excite special interest in all who

desire the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom.

Mission House, Boston—Pemberton Square.

Mission Rooms, New-York—Bible House, Astor Place.

HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

During the past year, many of the churches, aided by this

Society, have enjoyed seasons of refreshing from the

presence of the Lord, of great intei'est and power. The

general aspect of the field is peculiarly encouraging, calling for
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gratitude and praise, for stronger faith and more self-sacrificiug

efforts.

The number of ministers of the Gospel in the service of the

Society the last year, is 1,087; 213 of whom have been appointed

since the last report. They have been distributed in 27 States

and Territories, viz :—Maine, 101 ; New Hampshire, 46 ; Ver-

mont, 58 ; Massachusetts, 54 ; Rhode Island, 9 ; Connecticut,

45 ; Xew York, 158 ;
Xew Jersey, 9 ; Pennsylvania, 45 ;

Dela-

ware, 3 ; District of Columbia, 1 ; Tennessee, 5 ; Kentucky, 6
;

Ohio, 96 ; Indiana, 58 ;
Illinois, 118 ; Missouri, 30 : Michigan,

80 ;
Wisconsin, 83 ;

Iowa, 55 ; Minnesota, 6 ;
California, 6

;

Oregon, 4.

This distribution gives to the Xew England States, 313
;

Middle, 215 ; Southern, 12 ; and the Western States and Ter-

ritories, 547.

Of these, 584 have been the pastors or stated supplies of single

congregations
; 288 have ministered to two or three congrega-

tions each ;
and 215 have extended their labors over still wider

fields.

The number of congregations and missionary stations whicli

have been fully supplied, or where the Gospel has been preached

at stated intervals, is 2,160, while many others have enjoyed the

occasional labors of the missionaries.

Ten have been in commission as pastors or stated supplies of

churches of colored people ; 17 have preached to Welsh ; 46

to German, and others to congregations of Norwegians, Swedes,

Swiss, Hollanders, and Frenchmen.

The number of Sabbath School scholars connected with the

missionary churches and stations, is about 72,500.

The contributions to benevolent objects, reported by 678 mis-

sionaries, is $27,905.

The number of hopeful conversions, reported by 426 mis-

sionaries, is 2,888- Forty-seven churches have been organized,

39 no longer need the fostering care of the Society, 54

houses of worship have been completed, 50 repaired or

improved, and sixty-six are in process of erection. Eighty-

nine young men, in connection with the missionary churches
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are reported as in different stages of preparation for the gospel

ministry.

Resources of the year, including $9,907 15, balance from last

year's account, $181,641 39. Total of liabilities, $185,184 01.

The ofl&ce of the Society is in the Bible House, New York.

The ofl&ce of the Massachusetts Home Missionary Society—Dr.

J. S. Clark, Secretary—is in the Tremont Temple, Boston.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

The varied and extensive operations of this Society render it

almost impossible to give even the faintest outline of its Annual

Report in the space allotted to it in this volume. Its Home and

its Foreign field, sub-divided into the Publishing, Tract Visita-

tion and Colportage Departments, should be carefully explored

under the guidance of its Twenty-eighth Annual Report, by all

who desire to know what instrumentalities are employed for the

proclamation of the great truths of salvation to the hundreds

of thousands Avho are not reached by the stated ministry of the

church.

The total gratuitous issues of the year amount to 72,224,841

pages, the pecuniary value of which exceeds $48,000. During

the year, 157 new publications have been stereotyped in Eng-

lish, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, Dan-

ish, Swedish, and Hungarian, of which 23 are volumes ;
besides

which, 38 publications have been approved at foreign stations.

The Ameeican Messenger, and The Child's Paper, small

monthly newspaper sheets, the latter beautifully illustrated with

engravings, may justly be regarded as among the most useful

of the Society's publications. There is abundant evidence that

these papers are exerting a highly salutary influence, and the

amount of subscriptions received for them very nearly equals the

total cost of their publication.

The number of colporteurs in commission during the year

includina- those in the service of the American Tract Society
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Boston, and of the Maryland Brancli, has been 516. Of this

number, 117 were devoted chie% to the German, French, Irish,

Dutch, Welsh, Norwegian and Spanish population. The whole

number of families visited was 530,758, the results of which have

been truly gratifying. The number of books circulated by sale,

through colportage, hasbeen 487,700. The ^ra^iwYoi^^ circulation

of books and tracts through the same channel, has also been very

large. The colporteurs have also held or addressed 13,666

public and prayer meetings. It is believed that such labors, in

humble co-operation with the ministry, are pleasing to the Head

of the Church, and are productive of much good to souls. An
increased number of competent men is greatly needed to meet

the demands of the colporteur service.

The receipts for the year ending April 1, in donations, were

$147,374 64 ; receipts for sales, $237,252 21 ;
total resources

for the year, including $659 83 in the treasury April 1, 1852,

$385,286 68. Total expenditures, $385,075 07.

Tract Society House, 150 Nassau street. New York.

Tract Depository, No. 28 Cornhill, Boston, and No. 11 South

Sixth street, Philadelphia.

AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

The Twenty-ninth Report of this Society opens with con-

gratulations upon its continued prosperity, while the report

itself fmmishes abundant proof of its growing strength and in-

fluence, its increased means of usefulness, audits enlarged sphere

of Ijeneficent action. It has broken up much fallow ground,

penetrated into many dark and desolate neighborhoods, and

opened thousands of avenues for the introduction of the light of

the glorious gospel. Not less than between sixty and seventy

thousand children can be counted in new Sunday Schools,

among the known fruits of its missionary labor the past year.

With this must be connected the addition of ten or twelve

thousand persons to the teaching power of the country ; the ad-
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dition of half a million of Yoliimes of unexceptional reading

books, chiefly for the young, to the stock before accumulated,

and the circulation of many millions of volumes of such books.

And beyond all this, in order to measure the results of the

Society's operations for the year, it would be necessary to

estimate the diffusion of useful knowledge among the families

represented in our Sunday Schools—the wide and deep moral

and religious influences set in motion, or expanded and accel-

erated by its agents, and the silent but active power of a visible

organized union of Christians, of various sects, for a purpose so

closely connected with the propagation of the common faith.

Yet all these are only spring-heads of influence which can be

traced in their silent streams and eternal fruits, only by the eye

of Omniscience.

The amount of contributions to the Society's means of sus-

taining merely its missionary service during the year, was $60,-

434 25. Number of missionaries, for various periods of ser-

vice, 157. New schools opened, 1,704 ; visited and revived,

2,398. Yalue of books disposed of by sale, $32,740 ; and

by donation, $6,153 81.

Depositories of the Society, No. 316 Chestnut street, Phila-

delphia ; No. 147 Nassau street, New-York ; No. 9 Cornhill,

Boston ; No. 103 Fourth street, Louisville
; No. 80 Chestnut

street, St. Louis.

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN CHRISTIAN UNION.

The Fourth Annual Report of this Society should be read by

every pastor, and every christian throughout our land. It gives

a bird's-eye view of the Protestant and Papal world—of the

great contest which is fairly begun between Spiritualism and

Formalism—the Christianity of the Bible, and the Christianity

of Tradition ;—of the aggressions of the latter, and the signs

of hope for the former,—well calculated to arouse every lover of

Truth, of our country, and of Man, to effort and to prayer. This
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Society lias a great work to accomplish, and both demands and

deserves a far more general and liberal support than it has yet

received.

Its receipts during the year ending April 1st, were $67,597 11 ^

being an advance on the preceding year of more than $11,000.

The expenditures were $65,742. The number of missionaries,

agents, and other laborers in the service of the Society, at home

and abroad, was 118, being eight more than were employed in

the year preceding.

" The Home Field" increases in extent and importance with

each succeeding year. The missionaries employed have been

lay and clerical, and chiefly of foreign birth. The languages in

which they have preached the gospel are the English, Irish,

German, French, Italian, and Spanish. Their stations are in

different and widely-separated parts of the country.

Of the congregations collected by the Board, or under its

patronage, five have become self-supporting, and others are at-

taining to such numbers and strength as will soon render the

aid of this Society unnecessary.

The Report of the operations of the Society in the Foreign

Field, is full of interest. It embraces Canada, Hayti, Chili,

Brazil, and New Grenada, in the New World ;— and in the Old

World, Sweden, Belgium, France, Switzerland, Italy, and Ire-

land. From any of these pages interesting extracts might be

given, but our space forbids enlargement. Let the Monthly

Magazine of the Society be read, which is published, not as a

source of pecuniary profit, but to diffuse information upon all

topics involved in the design and operations of the Society. It

has already attained to a circulation of 13,000 but should be

increased to 100,000 monthly. The special co-operation of all

friends of the cause is earnestly solicited in extending its circu-

lation.

Communications relating to the Foreign Department should

be addressed to Rev. -R. Baird, D. D. : those which relate to

the Home Department, to Rev. E. R. Fairchild, D. D. ; and

orders for books, ^Magazine, &c., and remittances, to Edward
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Yernon, Esq., General Agent and Assistant Treasurer, Society's

office, 17 Beekman Street, New York.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OP COLLEGIATE AND
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AT THE WEST,

Was organized in the City of New York, 1843,

"To afford assistance to Collegiate andTheologicallnstitutions

at the West, in such manner, and so long only as in the judgment

of the Directors of the Society the exigencies of the Institutions

may demand."

The Board of Directors, consisting of twenty-four individuals,

is composed in equal numbers of Congregationalists and Pres-

byterians. Average annual receipts, including sums contri-

buted to particular Institutions for the purpose of endowment,

$23,724 ; a much larger amount in addition is raised by the

different Institutions at the West.

Institutions aided :—(1) Western Reserve College
; (2) Lane

Theological Seminary
; (3) Marietta College

; (4) Wabash Col-

lege
; (5) Illinois College

; (6) Wittenberg College, Springfield,

Ohio
; (7) Knox College, 111.

; (8) Beloit College, Wis.
; (9)

Iowa College, Davenport, Iowa
;
(10) Seminary of the German

Evangelical Conference of the West, Missouri
;
(11) Collegiate

Department of Tualatin Academy, Oregon
;
(12) a conditional

pledge of aid given to Heidelberg College, Ohio.

Western Reserve College and Lane Theological Seminary,

have ceased to need the aid of the Society. Some $3,000

each, applied to Marietta and Wittenberg Colleges, in addition

to what has already been done for them, would be sufficient fo

bring them to a similar point.

Western testimony to the usefulness of the Society.

" The relief furnished by the Society was of inestimable

importance to this Institution. It has done, and is doing, a

similar work for many of our Western Colleges. Its name will
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go down to posterity as among the most important agencies

which have given permanence and power to the Institutions of

learning destined most richly to bless this "Western World."

—

Prof. Allen, of Lane Seminary.
" Our highest hopes are centered in "Wabash College, as the

fountain from whence streams shall flow that shall gladden the

churches of our God. It has received essential aid every year,

for the last seven years, from the Eastern Society for the aid of

Western Colleges. Without this aid, the College would
HAVE been euixed."—Synod of Wabash, 1851.

Had it not been for the timely aid of the Society, this Col-

lege must have been at this time hopelessly insolvent."—
Treasurer of Illinois College, 1848.

" The few thousand dollars bestowed during the last ten

years upon Marietta College, through the instrumentality of the

Societv, has saved it to the Church."

—

Pres. Smith, of Marietta
College, 1853.-

Revivals of religion in the Institutions aided, have been fre-

quent and powerful. Hopeful conversions in collegiate and pre-

paratory departments, probably not less than 700.

From one-fourth to one-half of all who enter the ministry from

Western Institutions, are believed to be the subjects of College

revivals.

President, Hon. J. C. Hornblower, LL. D., Newark, N. J.

;

Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Theron Baldwin ; Treasurer,

Moses H. Baldwin, Esq. Office of the Society 80 Wall Street,

New York.

AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

The peculiarities of this Society are thus given in Art. 3 and

9 of its Constitution :
—

" Any person of evangelical sentiments,

who professes faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is not a slave-

holder, or in the practice of other immoralities, and who con-

tributes to the funds, may become a member of the Society
; and

by the payment of thirty dollars at any one time, may become

a life member."
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" This Society, in collecting funds, in appointing ofi&cers,

agents and missionaries, and in selecting fields of labor and

conducting tlie missionary work, will endeavor particularly to

discountenance slavery by refusing to receive tlie known fruits

of unrequited labor, or to welcome to its employment those

who hold their fellow beings as slaves."

The contributions to the Association have increased from

$30,726 last year, to $42,496. The number of life members last

year was 653 ; the number added since is 211. It has 6 foreign

missions ; 16 stations and out-stations ; 18 ordained missiona-

ries, of whom 3 are physicians ; 17 male assistants, of whom 2

are physicians ; 37 female assistants
; 72 laborers, and 13

churches.

In its home operations, 52 are aided directly from the Socie-

ty, 22 through the Western Home and Foreign Missionary As-

sociation,* 16 through the North-Western Home Miss. Society,!

4 in Canada, and 3 colporteurs in Kentucky. Whole number

of missionary laborers under the care of the Association, 169
;

being an increase of 29 over last year

.

The American Missionary, the monthly paper, has a circu-

lation of sixteen thousand, and gives intelligence from the mis-

sions, and information concerning the principles of the Asso-

ciation.

Since the Annual Eeport has been issued, a mission to the

Copts in Egypt has been decided upon, and one missionary is

already appointed.

Recent intelligence from Home missionaries show that sev-

eral revivals are in progress. The Temperance and the Anti-

Slavery influence is increasing at the West, and in parts of the

* This Society will devote its energies to the prosecution of the work of Home Missions

in West. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Southern Illinois; and in those States will com

ml'^sion missionaries, employ agents, and collect funds, and will pay over to the treasury

of the parent Society any surplus of funds it may receive beyond the supply of its own
wants in the home field. Its receipts for the past year were $2,863. Number of mis-

sionaries, 27.

t TheN. W. H. M. Association, (Rev. E. Goodman, Chicago, Cor. Sec,) has also become

auxiliary to the A. M. Association, and will prosecute its work in the N. AV. States and

Ten'itories. Its receipts for the yeiir were $2,209. Number o Home Missionaries aided

by it, Iti.
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South. The churches (Anti-Slayery) in Kentucky and North

Carolina, excite much interest there, and among Christians at

the North who read the reports from the Society's missionaries.

A very general movement is making among the mission churches

to build houses of public worship.

Corresponding Sec'y for For. Department—Rev. Geo. "Whipple.

Home '^ Rev. S. S. Jocelyn.

Treasurer—Lewis Tappan, Esq.

Office, No. 48 Beekman street.

THE

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAYERY SOCIETY.

The last Annual Report contains, in addition to the doings

of the Executive Committee, an outline of what has been done

the past year in this country and abroad, with reference to

Slavery and the Slave-trade, by their friends and enemies.

This fact—that it is " an annual history,"' while it enhances its

value to "lecturers, editors, ministers, legislators, missionaries

and anti-slavery writers"—renders it impossible to present an

abstract of it in the space allotted to these notices.

The annual meeting of the Society was held in the Broadway

Tabernacle on Wednesday evening, May 11—Arthur Tappan,

Esq., President, in the Chair.

Mr. Frederick Douglas held the large audience in fixed and

delighted attention by an address of great interest and elo-

quence, in the course of which he introduced the following

estimate of the numbers and localities of the colored race from

one of the reports of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery

Society :

—

United States, - - - 3,650,000

Brazil, 4,050,000

Spanish Colonies, - - 1,470,000

French Colonics, - - 270,000
Dutch Colonies, - - - 50,000
Danish Colonies, - - 45,000

Total;

South Amer. Republics, 1,130,000

British Colonies, - - 750,000
Hayti, 850,000
Mexico, 70,000

Canada, 35,000

12,370,000
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Thus there arc already on this Continent, and in the adjacent

islands, 12,370,000 negroes, who only Avait for the life-giving

and organizing power of intelligence to mould them into one

body, and into a powerful nation. That so vast a people are

tending to one point on this Continent, is not without signifi-

cance. Let the colored man and the friends of the slave have

faith, if not in the wisdom and justice of the country, in" the

wisdom and justice and benevolence of God. Slavery is against

nature, against progress, against improvement, and against the

government of God. It cannot stand.

Corresponding Secretary—Lewis Tappan.

Recording Secretary—James McCune Smith.

Treasurer—William E. Whiting.

Office of the Society, No. 48 Beekman street.

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

The Twenty-sixth Annual Report of this Society, at the close

of 1852, enumerated seven expeditions, conveying 666 emigrants

to Africa during the year. Of these, 403 were freeborn, 225

were emancipated for the purpose of emigration, and 38 were

self-redeemed. They were destined, about 400 for the St.

Paul's River, Mesurado county, and 100 each for Sinou county

and Bassa county.

Since the Anniversary in May, 1852, six expeditions have

been fitted out for Liberia by the present Society, aided by the

New-York State Colonization Society, conveying 718 emigrants,

a larger number than have been aided in any one year for

twenty years. ,

The receipts of the National Society, from regular sources

were over §53,000.
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The Treasurer's Report of the New-York State Society, ex-

hibits a decided increase in the permanent sources of income

over the previous year, viz :

—

Receipts in office, $3,044 00

Special receipts for Daniel Deans, 1,651 00

Church collections, 4,235 67

Agencies, 7,779 78

Total, $16,710 45

The monthly publications, viz :—The Colonist, by the Vir-

ginia Society ; the African Repository, by the A. C. Society
;

the Maryland Colonization Journal ; the Colonization Herald,

of Philadelphia ; and the Xew-York State Colonization Jour-

nal, have been regularly issued, spreading abroad much inter-

esting information, dispelling prejudices, and securing many
friends ; the result of which is manifest in the growing favor of

the cause throughout the land.

The increasing prosperity of the Republic of Liberia has given

much pleasure and encouragement to the friends of Coloniza-

tion. Its commerce, which, a few years ago yielded a revenue

from customs of but $1,500, now yields 824,000, and is rapidly

increasing, and the report exhibits other indications of growing

prosperity, while its relations to the native tribes, and its in-

fluence on the extirpation of the slave trade and its foreign re-

lations are such as to indicate blessings for America and Africa.

Secretary and Treasurer of Am. Colon. Society—Rev. W.
McLain. Society's office—Washington.

Cor. Sec'y of New York State Colon. Society—Rev. John B.

Pinney
;
Treasurer—Nathaniel Hayden, Esq. Society's office

—

Bible House, New-York,

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION.

This Society was lirst established by the National Tempe-
rance Convention at Philadelphia, in 1833, and fully organized

24
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by the Convention at Saratoga Springs, 1836. It was to be

composed of the officers of all the State Temperance Societies,

with a Central Executive Committee, who should, through a

monthly journal, communicate with the public, and give aid to

the temperance movement. Gen. John H. Cocke, of Virginia,

was the first President, and Rev. John Marsh Corresponding

Secretary. Ex- Chancellor Walworth is now President, and Dr.

Marsh Secretary and Editor. The great object of the Union

has been the wide diffusion of intelligence and the discussion of

important topics through their monthly journal, annual reports,

tracts, and volumes. Its dependence for funds has been upon

annual subscriptions, the sale of its publications, and donations.

Its receipts and expenditures have been from 6 to 10,000 dollars

per annum. Its publications have ever sustained a high literary

and religious character. The Permanent Temperance Docu.

ments, now in three volumes, form the basis of a complete tem-

perance history. Besides its Monthly Journal—a periodical &f

16 large quarto pages, now in its eighteenth year—it publishes a

Youth's Temperance Advocate, which is widely diffused in Sun-

day Schools. During the last year it has sent forth nearly a

million Maine Law Tracts. Office of the Society, 149 Nassau

Street.

AMERICAN SEAMAN'S FRIEND SOCIETY.

The object of this Society is " to improve the social and

moral condition of seamen, by promoting in every port. Board-

ing Houses of good character. Saving's Banks, Register Offices,

Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools, and also the

ministration of the gospel, and other religious blessings."

A glance at its Foreign operations, througli the reflecting tel-

escope of the Twenty-fifth Annual Report, will show how these

important objects have been pursued, and in some valuable

measure—or rather invaluable measure—secured. Our limited

space will be most usefully employed in giving a list of its
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Agents in different ports, to whom Pastors may introduce a

«iliristian sailor or friend.

Sandwich Islands : Honolulu, Rev. S. 0. Damon ; Hilo, Rev.

Titus Coan, Miss, of Amor. Board.

Pacific Coast : San Francisco, Rev. Mr. Taylor
; Panama,

Rev. J. Rowell.

Callao : Port of Lima, the Capital of Peru, Valparaiso, Rev,

David Trumbull.

Brazil : Rio De Janeiro, Rev. J. C. Fletcher.

West Indies : St. Thomas, vacant,

St. Helena, Rev. J. M, Bartram.

China : Canton, Rev. E. H. Harlow.

France : Bordeaux, Rev, J. L. Scliicp ; Marseilles, Rev. M.

J. Mayes ; Havre, Rev. E. E. Adams.

Denmark : Copenhagen, Rev. F. 0. Nelson.

Sweden : Gottland, J. Lindalius, Missionary
; Stockholm, A,

M. Ljungberg, ilissionary ; Gottenburg, E. Erickson, Mis-

sionary,

New Brunswick : St. Johns, Rev. E. N. Harris.

Domestic Operations.

Boston Seaman's Friend Society ; Rev, S. W. Hanks, Sec,

and Agent for Mass. ; Rev. W. Buslmell, for Maine and New
Hampshire.

New York—Sailors' Home, Cherry Street : Home for Colored

Seamen, Oliver Street.

Philadelphia, Rev. Charles Rockwell, and Rev, R, S. Trapier.

Baltimore, Rev. E. E. Allen.

Sailor's Home and Shipping Office, 65 Thomas Street.

Several other ports are necessarily omitted in this rapid

sketch.

The Sailor's Magazine is issued monthly, 6,250 copies, and

the demand increasing. Total receipts of the Society for the

year ending May 1, $25,283.

Secretaries : Rev. John Spaulding, Rev. Harmon Loomis
;

Treasurer, Charles N. Talbot, Esq., Office and Saving's Bank
80 Wall Street, New York.
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CON-
DITION OF THE JEWS.

The Thirtieth Annual Report of this Society opens with ex-

pressions of gratitude, that every department of the work has

been highly prospered. There has been a sympathetic response

from the christian community, embracing all denominations,

to applications for pecuniary assistance, more cordial and widely

extended than ever before. The whole amount received by the

Treasurer, with the balance on hand at the close of the last

year, is $13,269.

The gospel has been preached to the Jews in different parts

of the United States more extensively than in former years.

There have been in the field, during a greater part of the year,

nine regular missionaries and from five to seven colporteurs, in-

cluding four students, all of whom are converted Jews. Their

labors have been gladly received, and have not been without

visible and valuable results.

The London, the British, the Church of Scotland, and the Free

Church Associations, have extended their operations and entered

upon new fields. They every where meet with success in

preaching the gospel and bringing Israelites to Christ.

An indication of the prosperity of the Jewish cause in con-

nection with the operation of this Society, is the steady increase

of the subscription list of the Jewish Cheonicle, which has

more than doubled in three years.

Society's office in the Bible House, New York. Treasurer,

William Libbey, Esq., ; Rev. E. R. McGregor, Editor of

Chronicle.
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JUST PUBLISHED.

A BOOK OF PLANS

CHURCHESm PARSOMf.ES,
Published under the direction of the Central Committee appointed by the General Congre-

gational Convention, October, 1852, comprising designs by

Upjohn, Downing, Renwick, Wheeler, Wells, Austin, Stone,

Cleveland, Backus, Reeve.

DANIEL BURGSSS, & Co.

'Publishers, 60 John Street, New-York.

We also publish the following

EDUCATIONAL WORKS,
Used extensively in the United States :

EOSWELL C. SlIITH'S SERIES OF GEOGRAPHIES.

ROSWELL C. SillTH'S SERIES OF ARITHilETICS AND KEYS.

ASA SMITH'S SERIES OF ASTRONOMIES.

ARNOLD'S ARITHMETIC, French axd English.

GUERNSEY'S UNITED STATES, Jctestle a\d Advanced.

D. B. TOWER'S SERIES OF READERS AND SPELLER.

D. B. TOWER'S GRAiOIAR.

D. B. TOWER'S ALGEBRA AND KEY.

IRA MAYHEW'S BOOK-KEEPING, Key and Blanks.

IRA MAYHEW'S P0PUL.4R FJ)UCATION.

ACKERMAN'S NATl'RAL HISTORY.

CLAGGETT'S AMERICAN EXI'OSITOR.

CLAGGETT'S ELOCUTION ilADE R.\SY.

VAUGHAN'S SPELLER, DEFINTE AND READER, nf ttvo park.

EICORD'S YOUTHS' GRAIDIAR.

TAYLOR'S MUSICAL SERIES.

rVKS' Do. Do.

The attention of Booksellers, Merchants, Teachers and Purchasers, is respectfaly invited

to our Stock of

BOOKS AND STATIONERY,
\\Tiich we sell at the lowest market rates.

DANIEL BURGESS, & CO.
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO MIMISTESS ANB CHURCHES.

ivti^i/" cc3I.i«e:c:tic»:^

PREPARED BY REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER,

ADAFTED FOR PUBLIC "WORSHIP IN ALL EVANGELICAL CHURCHES.

A. S. BARNES & CO.

Will publish in the month of May a collection of about Eleven Hundred Hymns : inclu-

ding Standard Hymns hitherto used in Evangelical Churches, and HJ^n^8 for all the uses

which the present enterprises of the Church require. Hymns of Christ have L-een sought
for with special diligence—Hymns for EevivaLs—for personal private u.-:e—for Temper-
ance, Liberty, Missions, &c.—have been collected to a gi-eater extent than is usual in cui--

rent collections.

THE WORK WILL BE ISSUED IN TWO FORMS.

1. As A Book of Hymns and Tunes.—About two hundred Tunes, comprising the best

Revival Melodies, and the most treasured and favorite standard tunes, together with new
music for unusual metres—will be selected, arranged and adapted by H. E. Matthews
and John Zundel. By this arrangement it is hoped that Congregational Singing may be

promoted, and that a manual may also be supplied for family use. The work in this form
will be about the size of pulpit editions of the ordinary collections of Psalms and Hymns,
a size which common use has proved to be the most convenient.

2. The work will be published in a smaller form without the Music for the convenience
of those who desire the Hymns simply. The best Psalms of Dr. Watts will be found in

the collection.

The Publishers propose to furnish a copy for examination to each Pastor who applies

without charge. The work is now in rapid progi-ess, and wiU be issued, it is believed,

early in the mouth of May, 1854. A. S. BARNES & Co., Publishers,
JVo. 51 John Sti^eet Neva- York.

A. S. BARNES & CO. PUBLISH

CHRISTIAN MELODIES—A selection of 350 Hymns, and
75 Choice old Tunes, designed for social and piivate Worship—m the Conference

ileeting—School Room and the Family, edited by Rev. Dr. Cheever, for the Hymns,
and J. E. Sweetzer for the Tunes. Price 37 1-2 cents retail, $25 per hundred.

Clergymen, Teachere, and Music Committees, who desire a copy for examination, will

each be furnished with a copy upon application to the publishers.

A. S. B. & CO. ALSO PUBLISH

SABBATH SCHOOL GEMS OF MUSIC AND POETRY,
By J. & A. Cruhcshank.

A selection of over IGO Sabbath School Hjians, adapted to the music of over 80 of the

most delightful Tunes that could be selected for children to sing. This Book has already

become a favorite with thousands of children, who sing from it not only in the Sunday
School—but every time they raise their " tuneful voices" during the week. Price of tJie

Book, 25 cents.

Supeiiiitmdents, and Leaders of Music in Sabbath Schools, who wish to examine thU
work, ^^^1I be furnished with a copy gratis, upon appUcation to the Publishers,

A. S. BARXP]S & CO.

No. 51 John Street, New York.
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THE GREAT

^stiil)fe|nient.

HORACE WATERS, 333 BROADWAY.

The Best Pianos In the World.
T. GILBERT & GO'S., celebrated Pianos, with Iron Frames and Circular Scales, are

acknowledged by artists and the public to be the best. Their beauty of tone and sohdity

of construction have long stamped them as the best in the world.
HORACE WATERS, Sole As:ent.

THE .EOLIAN PATENT.
T. GILBERT & CO., are the owners of this ruuth-aduiired JEolian, which gives to the

Piano the beautiful tones of the Organ and Flute. It is needless to add that, being the
owners, they can sujtply the public with ^Folian Pianos at prices less than a ;iv otherhouse.

HORACE WATERS, Sole A'-ait.

These Pianos are admirably adai)ted for small rooms, and are acknowledged by the pub-
lic to be equal, if not superior, to Collard & Collard's Boudoii-s'(of London), which have
hitherto carried the palm. HORACE WATERS, Sole Agent.

SECOND-HAND PIANOS.
Nearly equal to new, from the lie.-t mamifactorie'^, at gi-eat bavirain-;, from $40 to $l"iO.

S. D. & H. W. SMITH'S celebrated Melodeous are tuned in the equal temperament, the
harmony being as good in the remote keys as it is in the common—the only Melodeons so

tuned, and unquestionably the best, (in corroboration of which statement please see N. Y.
Musical Review for October). HORACE WATERS, Sole Agent.

MARTIN'S GUITARS AND ALL KINDS OP MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,

NEW MUSIC FOR THE MONTH.
Orders by Mail Carefully Attended to.

'•The Katy-Did Song.-' by Thomas Baker.
]

JUST PUBLISHED.
Didst eyer ask the insect tattler what Katy

1 ^he Columbian Glee Book, by I. B. TTood-
reallydid to make such a stir in the world,; bury, author of '-The Dulcimer,"'. . 1 00.
and ciTe occasion for its everlabting soag ol

: „„„ .„„„,,^ .„ „^^.„^ ^„ ,„ ^ .„
Katy Did? No! Well, we have, and here is

|

THE POPULAR SONGS OF THE D.\T.

its answer. PricR 25 cts. Come while the Moonlight Beams, by J.
Rosa May. by P. Buckley 25 cts.

j R. Thomas 25 cts.

Do Good, by I. B. Woodburj', (words by I
Ingraham. a new National Song, by A

J. R. Orton) 25 cts
j

Sedgwick ' 25 cts.

Joanna Snow, by L. V. JI. Cro.^by 25 cts.
j

Guardian Spirits, Baker, words by Sim-
NE'.V I'lANO MUt^lC. I monds 25 cts.

La Prima Donna, Valseas played by Jul- i Gire .\le aKi^s 25 cts.
lien 50 cts.

;
The Hungarian'.s Lament. Baker, 25 cts.

Do. With brilliant variations by O.-car i New Hungarian Polka, 25 cts.
Cometlant pronounced by Jullion to

|
The great Song of the day, '' Little Katy

be a moft sparkling arrangement of
|

or Hot ^Corn,"' words by James Sim-
1 his popnl.ir Melody 63 cts.

;
mond.=c. This Song, from the fir.st day

La Prima Donna Polka, byyanderWeyde,25 cts. I of publication, has been a general fa-

Bleak-House Ballads (No. I.). Beginning '
" vorite : nearly 10,000 copies sold in two

the World. Words by Fitz James I months; music by H. Sedgwick 25 cts.

O'Brien. Music by Thomas Baker.. . .25 cts. ' The last new Song. " The Dying AVords
Eva to her I'apa. by G. C. Howard sung by i of Little Katy : or. Will he Come."

little Cordelia Howard, in Uncle Tom's ' written by Solon Robinson, the author
('abin 25 cts. I

of the original story iu the Tribune.
Captain Charlotte, Polka [with a beau-

|
ilusic by Ilorace Waters, arranged by

tiliil Vignette],. 50 cts. ' Thos. Baker ".38 cts
N. B.—Schools and Teachers supplied on the most liberal terms.
Parties sending 5 dollars, will receive the s.ime iu Music, with five popular pieces • Gratis.'"

Less than a dollar send postage stamps. In all cases music will be sent • free of Postage "

HORACE WATERS, 333 Broadway, N 1.
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s^m®si?ii(ss^i^s

THE INDEPENDENT
Volume Sixtli.—1854.

This well-known and widely-circulated journal, conducted by Pastors of Con-
gregational churches in New-York and vicinity, has nearly completed its fifth

year.

In addition to the regular editorial corps, Rev. G. B. Cheever, D. D., (C.) Rev.
Henry Ward Beecher, (*), Mrs. Harriet E. Beecher Stowb (H. E. B. S.), Rev.
C. L. Brace (C. L.) and ' Mixnie Myrtle," (M. M.). are stated contributors, en-

gaged to write weekly, and will be assisted by most able Correspondents at home
and abroad, who will do all in their power to make this journal an interesting

RELIGIOUS and FAMILY PAPER. The Editors are, in truth, ''independent;'

having /m// and sole control of the columns of the paper.

TERMS—^Two Dollars per annum, if paid strictly in advance.

j^* Clergymen and Postmasters are authorized Agents, and are solicited to

engage in the work of extending our circulation,—Fifty Cents commission on each

new subscriber will be allowed them.

Any person wishing to subscribe, will please enclose in an envelope TWO DOL-
LARS, and address.

Publisher of the Independent, No. 10 Spruce St., New-York,

prepaying postage, and money so sent will be considered at our risk. Subscrip-

tions forwarded before the 1st of January next, will entitle subscribers to the re-

maining numbers of the present volume, free of charge.

The paper will be sent in exchange for one year to any newspaper or monthly

periodical that will publish this Prospectus, including this notice.

New-York, Dec. 1st, 1853.

jS.ffJOCELYN.
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MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH SCHOOL SOCIETY,
c. c. DEAN, TREASUREE, 13 CORXHILL, BOSTON.

CONGREGATIONAL.
The whole number of bound volumes of the Society, designed for the Sab-

bath School Library, is 670, ranging in price from 7'cts. to $1.00, the whole
amounting to about $120. The following are some of them :

The Character of Christ. A work of

thought nnd principle.

Religion- as it Should Be. lUustrated with

remarkable experience and triumphant death

of Ann Thane Peck.
Cousin Marv's Letters. A very interesting

book for boys and girls.

The Army with Banners. Scenes of deep

interest are dwcribed and illustrated. This

book is particularly adapted to boys and young
men.
Friendly Words : or. a Few Thoughts for

the Thoughtless. A good book to put into the

hands of youth, in a season of religious inter-

est.

Willow Leaves. A collection of short pieces.

by various authors, in prose and poetry, upon
the death of children.

The Eldest Daughter. This volume con-

sists of 13 Letters, addressed to an eldest

daughter.
A Pilgrim of Ninety Tears. This is a Me-

moir of Mrs. Abigail Bailey. The memoir and
subject are excellent.

Remains of Mrs. Catherine Winslow. Mrs.
Winslow was a missionary in India. The beau-
tiful Letters from a foreign land, breathe a fine

christian spirit.

New England Revivals. This volume de-
scribes revivals of religion in their purest state.

It is a volume of great value.

The Boy's Own Guide. A most valuable
book for the young. Beautifully illustrated.

The Voyage of Life . Illustrating Colu's cel-
ebrated allegorical paintings, of Childhood.
Youth. Manhood, Old Age. Four beautiful
steel engravings.
The Sceptic Refuted and the Bible Vindi-

cated. Just the book to put into the hands of

a sceptical person In regard to the Bible.
Holiday Present. Twenty-six stories, and

illustrated with 26 beautiful wood engraving,*.
Holiday ABC Book. A beautiful book for

little children.
True and False Courage. Forcibly and

faithfiiUy illustrated.

The Life of Jesus. A beautiful biography
of our Saviour; and elegantly illustrated. Just
the book for the family.
The Child's Commentator. Four volumes.

A beautiful set of books, for the young Full
of illustrations.

The Chief Fathers of New England. Six
volumes A valuable present for your Pastor,
or to any good friend, or family.
NoNANTUM AND Natick. Thls volumc gives

the history of the Christian Indians in New
England in 1646. It is beautifully illustrated

;

and full of interest.

The Little Boys' and Girls' Library, would
make a valuable Christmas or New Year's pres-
ent to the little folks.

Slack and Ready. A first rate book for boys.
Beacon Lights and Reckonings. This is also

just the book for boys.
Life's Scenes. A New Year's Gift.

Scriptore Qaestions, for Bible Classes, juid
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS Vol.1. On Ro-

mans. Vol. 2. On First Corinthians. Vol. 3.

On the Gospels in Harmony. Two parts. Pa t

1 for smaller children. Part 2 for older. A'ol.

4. On Second Corinthians, Titus and Judo.
Two parts, as above Vol 5. On Genesis.
Two parts. Vol. 6. ContinuatiOB of Gospels
in ILarmony. Vol. 7 On the Parables of the
New Testament. Two parts Vol.8. Contin-
uation of Gospels in Harmony. Two parts.
Vol. 9. On the Acts of the Apostles. Vol. 10.

On Job. Vil. n. On the History of David.
Vol.12. Oothe Bookof P.'^alras Vol.13. On
the Hi.story of Christ. Vol.14. On tlie Mira-
cles of Christ. Vol.15. Prophecies relating to
Christ in the Old Testament. Vol 16. On
Scripture Biography." Vol. 17. On Exodus

THE SOCIETY PUBLISH BUT ONE PERIODICAL. VIZ :

THE WELL SPRING.
P["BLISHEn OXCE A WEEK.

THE NEW 'VOLUME.—The 11th Volume of the Well Spring commences Friday. January
6. 1854 This is the only paper published wetkly. designed particularly for Sabbath Schools and
Sabbath day reading.
Terms at the Depository in Boston. Single copy. 35 cents ; three to one address, $1 ; ten to

one address. $3 ; twenty or upwards, to one addrets. 25 cents a copy ; or. includins postage, when
sent in packages of twenty copies or upwards, to any part of the United States. 36 cents a copy.
From these terms there will be no variation, payable in all cases iu advance.
Postage in this State, payable in advance, quarterly or yearly, at the office of delivery, 13 cts.

To any part of the United States out of Massachusetts, 26 cents a year.

for the Sabbath and Infant School Clcisses.

and Leviticus. Vol. 18. On Scripture Biogra-
phy. The Pastor's Bible Class Question Book
Theology for Sabbath Schools. The Saviour.
—Lessons from the Scriptures. First Question
Book.—topically arranged, two volumes. Doc-
trinal Text Book. Miscellaneous Questions.
Exercises on the Shorter Catechism. Shorter
Catechism, with and without proofs. Biblical
Catechism : 8 numbers. Child's Sabbath Les-
sons. AVatts" Catechism. Infant Sabbath
School Questions. New England Primer. In-
fant School Question Book Sabbath School
Songs, Harp, and Juvenile Music The Sab-
bath School Melodist. Mass. Sabbath School
Hymn Book, with an extensive variety of In-
fant and Sabb.ath School Books.
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HAS BEEN A YEAR PROLIFIC IN GOOD BOOKS.

JOHN p. JEWETT &
^Amon.c;' their numerous issues, bare pulilisbed the following, -nhich hare met
with great faror from the public, and large sales, and which .should be found in

erery library.

MRS. CHILD'S LIFE OF ISAAC T. HOPPER, one of the
most intensely interesting books erer published. 10.000 copies in 4 months.

THE SHADY SIDE, by Mrs. Hubbell. A thrilling tale of
the ricissitudes of a country minister's life. 34.000 copies in 8 uiODths.

THE MYSTERIOUS PARCHMENT : or, Satanic License.
A powerfully written Temperance Tale. Fourth Thousand.

LECTURES TO YOUNG MEN, by Rev. Rufus W. Clark.
First thousand sold in four' days.

VOICES FROM THE SILENT LAND, or, Leaves of Con-
solation for the Afflicted, by Mrs. H. Dwight Williams. A beautiful gift for

a friend in Aiiiiction.

THE LAST HOURS OP CHRIST. By W. G. Schauffler,
Missionary at Constantinople. A religious work of rare excellence and
beauty.

THE PERSIAN FLOWER. Being a Memoir of a daughter
of Rev. Justin Perkins, of Persia. A sweet child.

DR. E. C. ROGERS'S GREAT WORK on the Philosophy
of Mysterious Agents. The most learned and satisfactory explanation of the
spirit rappings yet puljlished.

SIMILITUDES FROM THE OCEAN AND THE PRAIRIE.
By Lucy Larcom. Literally, a book of gems, or string of pearls.

A SABBATH SCENE, by John G. Whittier. With thirteen
- Illustrations, by Billings.

THE WRITINGS OF PROF. B. B. EDWARDS. With a
Memoir by Dr. Park.

THE KEY TO UNCLE TOM'S CABIN. A new 12mo. edi-
tion just out. 90,000 copies published of the Svo. edition.

HINTS FOR THE HOUSEHOLD. By Rev. William M.
Thayer.

PICTURES AND STORIES from Uncle Tom's Cabin. And
the Edinburgh Doll and other Tales, for Children ; being Nos. 1 and 2 of a
new series of Jureniles.

THE CONVENT AND THE MANSE. A story from real
life, which shows in lines as clear as sunlight the danger of sending Protes-

tant children to Catholic Chin-ches and Convents, to be educated. It is a
work which will open the eyes of Protestants, and is destined in our opinion

to create a stir in this country. For sale by all Booksellers.

1

In press, to be issued in a few davs.

THE DOVLCOTE, or. Heart of the Homestead. A genuine
New Englaua Home Story.

NEVVnVRTsTc BOOKS.
POLYHYMNIA, AND EUPHONIA. The first a collection

of Sacred Music Euphonia, a collection of Glees and part Songs, by Hen-
bera and Perabi au.
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CONGREGATIONALjm^ AND HYMNS.

The attention of Congregational Churches is respectfully Eolicited to the collec-

tion of Psalms and Hymns prepared by the General Association of Connecticut,

which has already been ititroduced into a large number of the Churches, and has

received the sanction of the General Association of New-York, Michigan, Connec-

ticut, and many other similar bodies. The entire proceeds of the copjTight are

appropriated by the trustees, to the cause of Home Missions.

Published hj MRRIE & PECK, New Maveii, Coim.

Supplies arc also kept by Clark, Austin & Smith, New-York ; Tappan & "UTiitte-

more, Boston ; A. W. Fisk, Albany ; E. Darrow, Rochester ; Danforth, Hawley &
Co., Buffalo ; A. McFan-en, Detroit : D. B. Cooke & Co., Chicago ; R. Somerby,

Dubuque, Iowa ; Marvin & Hitchcock, San Francisco : and the booksellers gen-

erally. Copies for examination are also at the Rooms of the American Congrega-

tional Union, Clinton Hall, New-York.

&^ ALSO—JUST PUBLISHED. =^a

Congregational Church Music

;

Witli 150 Psalms and Hymns from the Collection of the General As-

sociation of Connecticut.

This book was prepared by Mr. L. W. Bacox, as a companion to the Psalm-
Book. It contains 40 universally known' and admired Church Tunes, with 150
of the most useful Psalms and Hymns of the large collection.

It is recommended to the Churches by Rev. Drs. DAY. FITCH. HAWES and
BACON, of the Psalm-Book Committee.

DURRIE & PECK are also publishers of the following valuable Books, for

Schools and Colleges

:

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, by J. Olney, author of Geography,
&c., revised edition, used in the public schools of New Haven, Philadelphia, &c.

Elements of General History, by J. Vi. Barber.
YOUNG SPEAKER, by J. E.'Lovell.

LESSONS IN GREEK PARSING, bv Prof. Goodrich, Yale College,

LESSONS IN LATIN PARSING, bv same.
AN ABRIDGEMENT OF DAY".. ALGEBRA, by Prof. Thomson.
A KEY to the same.
THOMSON'S LEGENDRE'S GEOMETRY.
*A REVISED EDITION OF DAY'S LARGE ALGEBRA.
*A KEY to the same.
*A COURSE OF MATHEMATICS, bv Pres. Dav, Yale College.

•A MANUAL OF MINERALOGY, bv Prof. Dana, Yale College.

*A TABLE OF LOGARITHMS, bv Prof. Stanly, late of Yale College.

SPHERICAL GEOMETRY AND TRIGONOMETRY, by same.
•BRIDGE'S CONIC SECTIONS.
A REVISION OF SWIFT'S DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF CONNECTI-

CUT, by Hon. Henry Dutton, Prof, of Law in Yale College, in two vols., used as

text book in the Law Department of Yale College. Price $10.

* Used in Yale College. *
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Can hardly be said to be complete, without the following Valuable Books, published by

NEWMAN & IVISON,
178 FULTON STREET, NEV7 YORK.

KITTO—A Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature. By John
Kitto, D. D., F.S.A., Editor of " The Pictorial Bible," &c. &c. Assisted by
numerous able Scholars and Divines, British, Continental, and American,
whose Initials are affixed to their respective contributions. Illustrated by
Maps, Engravings on Steel, and 554 Engravings on Wood. In two thick
volumes 8vo, half calf, $7 50.

" It is not too much to say, that this Cycloptedia surpasses every Biblical
Dictionary which has preceded it, and that it leaves nothing to be desired in such a work
which can throw light on the criticism, inteii^retation, lii^tory, geography, arcliEeol-

ogy, and physical science of the Bible. It is beautifidly piinted, and is" illustrated

with fourteen engi-avings of maps and views, besides more than five hundred well
executed woodcuts of subjects calculated to elucidate the Holy Scriptures."

—

Hokne's Intkodcction to the CiiiTicAL Analysis of the Scsiftukes, Ninth
Edition, Vol. v., p. 437.

JAHN'S BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY—Translated from
the Latin, with additions and corrections. By Thomas C. Upham, D. D.,
Professor of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy, &c., in Boudoin College.
New Edition, Octavo in cloth. Price $2 50.

BUSH—NOTES ON THE PENTATEUCH, Critical, Ex-
egetical, and Practical. By Rev. Geo. Bush, D. D. 7 Vols duodecimo, viz.,

Genesis 2 vols, $1 75 ; Exodus 2 vols. $1 50 ; Leviticus 1 vol, 75cts.

;

Joshua I vol, 75cts ; Judges 1 vol, 75cts.

VINET—Horaeletics on the Theory of Preaching. By A. Vinet,
D. D., Translated and Edited by Thomas H. Skinn-^r, D. D., Professor of
Sacred Rhetoric, and Pastoral Theology, in the Union Theological Seminary
of New York. $1 25.

CAMPBELL'S NOTES ON THE FOUR GOSPELS—

A

Translation from the Greek, with Preliminary Dissertations, and Notes,
Critical and Explanatory, from the last London Edition, 2 vols octavo, Price
$4 50.

CUDWORTH'S COMPLETE WORKS—The True Intel-
lectual System of the Universe, wherein all the Reason and Philosophy of
Atheism is confuted, and its impossibility demonstrated, 2 vols oct. Price $6

BEMAN ON THE ATONEMENT— Christ, the only Sacri-
fice, or the Atonement in its relation to God and Man, by N. S. S. Beman,
D. D., and an introductory chapter by S. H. Cox, D. D. Price 50cts.

PSALM AN^HWmN books.
THE CHURCH PSALMIST

; Or, Psalms and Hymns for
the Public, Social, and private use of Evangelical Christians. Containing,
also, directions for musical expression, and an index for the first lines of
stanzas. As also a most complete and carefully prepared Index of subjects.

It is printed in three different sizes, and put up in a great variety of bind-
ings. The merits of the Church Psalmist have been thoroughly tested. It

is at once the best and cheapest collection in use in this country. In addi-
tion to its adoption and general use in the Presbyterian Church, N. S., it has
the recommendation of many of the Congregational Associations at the West,
and is in use in many of the leading Churches in New York, the Church of tae
Puritans, Rev. Dr. Cheever. the Broadway Tabernacle, the IGth Street
Congregational Church, the Clinton Avenue Cong. Church, Rev. Dr. Lan-
sing, and others. 1^- Clergymen are furnished with copies for examination,
without charge, on application to the Publishers.
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Which is hereafter to take the name of •' The Congregational Board oj

Puhlicatiwi,'" and which was commended by the Albany Convention as the

Congregational Book Concern, have already published the following Books

in handsome style, which are for sale, at very low prices, at their Depository

in Boston.

THE WORKS OF JOHN ROBINSON, Pastor of the Pilgrim Fathers, with a

Memoir and Annotations, 3 vols.

THE WORKS OF THOMAS SHEPARD, First Pastor of the First Church in

Cambridge, Mass. 3 vols.

THE WORKS OF JOSEPH BELLAMY, D. D. 2 vols.

THE WORKS OF JONATHAN EDWARDS, D. D. 2 vols.

THE WORKS OF SAMUEL HOPKINS, with a new and extended Memoir, by

Professor Park. 3 vols.

PARK STREET LECTURES, by Dr. GriflSn.

DISTINGUISHING TRAITS OF RELIGIOUS CHARACTER, by Dr. Spring.

MEMOIR OF DR. NETTLETON, by Dr. Tyler.

A COMPENDIUM OF DIVINE TRUTH, by Dr. Catlin.

INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES, by Robert Haldane.

THE GOSPEL WORTHY OF ALL ACCEPTATION, by Andrew Fuller.

THE DOCTRINE OF REGENERATION, by Chai-les Bachus, D. D.

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION, by Dr. Spring.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS, by Dr

Tyler.

TWO VOLUMES OF TRACTS, 45 Tracts on various important Doctrines and

Duties.

The Society are soon to publish other very important works, and hope ere

long to have one of the choicest collections of Books on Doctrinal, practical

and experimental religion that can any where be found. Orders directed to

the Secretary of the Society, Rev. Sewell Harding, Boston, Mass., will be

promptly attended to.
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GEORGB "V^ALKER,

WARMING & VENTILATING WAREHOUSE,
No. 89 1-^ LEONARD STREET,

f Wear Broadway,) ' ^^WsJ^^^lBS^s

C5

CO

es.

S3^

era

m
WARM AIR FURNACES put up iu Churches and other Public

Buildings, Dwellings, &c., iu the most approved manner.

Pr.oF. EMERSON'S System of Ventilation, introduced in connec-

tion with warmiuo;. ensuring at all times a wholesome air.

POND'S KING RANGES.
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BEST DICTIOXAitV of the ENGLISH LAIVGUAGE.-Zoh. JM™. Chr

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY.

i

WORK, DKibiiDsSB, IN 1 VOL. CEOV/H ^lliETOj IPP.

ContainingTHREE TIJIES tUe matter fonud in any other Eng-
lish Dictionary compiled in this country, or any abridgment
of this -ivorlc, and yet '• Its definitions are models of

CONDEXSATIOIV and PURITY." -//on. W.B.Calhoun.

REVISED BY PROP. C. A. GOODRICH, OF YALE COLLEGE.

PUBLISHED BY G. & C. MERRIAM, SPRINGFIELD, MASS.
AND SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS.

"GET THE BEST."
'= All young persons should have a standard DICTIOXARY at tlieir elbows ; and

while you are about it, get the best ; that Dictionary is NOAH WEBSTER'S, the

great work, unabridtred. If you are too poor, save the amount from off your back, to

put it into your liead." — Phrenological Journal.

"Webster's Quarto Dictionary. — Everybody knows about Webster's Diction-

arj', and every man, woman, and child ought to liave access to it."

"It will tell you every thing in regard to your mother tongue which you want to

know. It shows you the vvonls in all their aspects— giving you a sort of historj- of

each individual that is in any way worthy of attention, developing tlieir powers and
delineating their features and general appearance so precisely that the unlearned will

remember them after the tirst sight, and know who they are, and what they are, when-
ever he meets them. A MAN WHO WOULD KXOVV EVERY THING, OR ANY
THING, AS HE OUGHT TO KNOW, MUST OWN WEBSTER'S LARGE DIC-
TIONARY. It is a great light, and he that will not avail himself of it must walk in

darkness. Every young housekeeper should lay it in, to occupy the place which was
formerly filled with decanters and wine glasses.
" Every /armpr should give his sons two or three square rods of ground, well prepared,

with the avails of- which they may buy it. Everj- mechanic should put a receiving box

in some conspicuous place in the house, to catch the stray pennies, for the like purpose.
" It is a great labor-saver— it has saved us time enough in one year's use to pay for

itself: and that must be deemed good property which will clear itself once a year. If

you have any doubt about the precise meaning of the word clear, in tlie last sentence,

look at Webster's thirteen definitions of the v. t." — Mass. Life Boat, April 23, 1S52.

— ALSO—
%VEBSTER'S SCHOOL DICTIONARIES.

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY, University Edition.

WEBSTER'S ACADEMIC DICTIONARY.
WEBSTER'S HIGH SCHOOL PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY.
WEBSTER'S PRIMARY SCHOOL DICTIONARY.
Forming a complete Series of Standard Dictionaries of the Language, securing uni-

formity in the use of Language, as well as in Orthography and Pronunciation.

J):^- The definitions in Webster's School Dictionaries are taken from his large

work, and combine the same excellences, in this and other features, as does the latter.

5)5- One million copies of the Speller are sold annually.

{f^ The leading Series of School Books published in this country are based upon
Dr. Webster's system.

9:^ His great work is acknowledged, as well in Great Britain as this countrj', and
wherever the English language is spoken, to be superior to any other.

5)5= Dr. Webster's Educational Works, it is believed, have done more to secure the

uniformity of pronunciation and use of language, and freedom from provincialisms, so

remarkable in this country, especially when the great influx of foreigners from all

nations is considered, than any other cause.

5)5" The attention of the friends of Popular Education, Superintendents, Teachers,

and Parents is solicited to the importance of perpetuating this purity by the use of such a
Natioxal Standard.

Sold by all Booksellers.

AVILL LAST FOR AGES.



FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Committee of this Societj' beg respectfully to call the attention of its friends to the follow-

ing facts and considerations ;

—

1. Xotwithstanding the lamented death by shipwreck of the Rev. Jean Vernier, and one of the
Missionary School-masters with his family, whom he had engaged for the Society in Europe, the

number of the Society's Jlissionaries has been increased by fuur as the result of his visit to

Europe. Two who survived the wreck have already arrived,—a third is expected in a month or

six weeks : a fourth may be looked for in the spring, and a fifth, a clergyman of reputation, is ex-

pected at the same time. The additional charges thus brought upon the Mission, will necessarily

require a considerable augmentation uf its funds.

2. Tlius early in the session, there are 116 pupils in the ilale and Female Schools at Pointe aux
Trembles, involving the necesisity of obtaining the services" of an additional Teacher for the higher
classes during the winter session. The stipend of this Teacher, and the gTeatly augmented price

of provi.sions, wiU call for a much larger outlay at the Institute than heretofore.

3. The efforts of the Ladies' Auxiliary, from which the general funds of the Mission have fre-

quently been aided to the extent of £150 per annum, have been this year exclusively devoted to
the erection of the new buildings for the Girls' School.

Contributions to the funds of the Society may be sent to

Rev. HENRY WILKES, O.I)., Montreal, Secretary.

Cleaveland & Backus Bro's,

JAimCEY COURT, 41 WALL STREET, NEW-YORK.

HENRY B. CLEAVELAND, WILLIAM BACKUS, SXMUEL D. BACKUS.

Particular attention paid to Country Churches and country Work generally. Reference

made to Editors of " Congregational Book of Designs for Church Edifices."

SIBEILLS & MAIGNE'S
EXTENSIVE

STEAM PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT,
No. 11 SPRUCE STREET, New-York.

The subscribers are now prepared to execute, with especial reference to

beauty and accuracy, all orders for

BOOK & JOB PRINTING,
IN THE PROMPTEST AND BEST MANNER.

They print Bill Heads, Circulars, Show Bills, Pamphlets, Bills of Lading,
Ship Receipts, Law Oases, Insurance Policies, and, in fact, all descriptions of

Printing, from a Card to the largest volume of a Book.
They will give their particular attention to printing the

MUTES OF COilREUATMlL ASSOWlTIOl,
Orders for which are respectfully solicited. Secretaries, or Scribes, can pre-

pare their copy and send it by mail, and the books will be printed and sent

by express.














